
LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
1.  Candidate profile: Name, campaign address; email address; web address; telephone • How long have you lived in the district? • 
Education and/or occupation • Other relevant experience • Community involvement. 

Mike 
Amyx 

2312 Free State Ln, Lawrence KS 66047; mikeamyx515@hotmail.com; 843-3089 (H), 842-9425 (O) • Life-long resident of Lawrence • 
Educated at Lawrence High School; attended KU • Owner of three-generation downtown small business, Amyx Barber Shop • Lawrence City 
Commissioner 1983-1988, 2005-2009; Lawrence Mayor 1985-86, 1987-88, 2007-2008; Douglas County Commissioner 1988-1993; Chairman, 
1989-90 • Member Kansas Board of Barbering (term ends 4/30/2009); Chairman, Kansas Board of Barbering 1996-1997 • Trustee, First United 
Methodist Church. 

Price 
Banks 

901 Kentucky St, Suite 202, Lawrence KS 66044; price@pricetbanks.com; pricetbanks.com; 842-7900 • Lived in Lawrence for 26 years. • 
Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning, Masters in Community Development, Juris Doctor • 41 years as an urban planner, 26 years as a Lawyer, 
practicing land use law, and local government law • 12 years as the Planning Director for the City of Lawrence. 

James 
Bush 

P.O. Box 233, Lawrence KS 66044; jrbush@sunflower.com, james@macelis.com; www.JamesBush.org; 785-760-2031 • Lived in Lawrence 
for 7 years • BA, Masters, and doctoral studies • Sales & Marketing Director with Maceli’s Inc.• Completed a term on the Aviation Advisory 
Board, Worked in State Legislator’s office, live and work in Lawrence • Community involvement includes serving on the Board of the 
Headquarters Counseling Center, volunteering with Lawrence Parks & Recreation, fundraising with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Douglas Co. 

Dennis 
Constance 

Constance For The Community, Cindy Koester, Treasurer, 733 Mississippi St, Lawrence KS 66044; dcon@ku.edu; 
Constance4Community@gmail.com; 785-842-8939 (H) • Lived in Lawrence for 41 years… • BGS in Psychology from KU, AA in General 
Science from Graceland College • Custodial Supervisor Senior for Facilities Operations Housekeeping at KU • Previous service on Lawrence 
City Commission, 1987-1989, Served on Downtown Improvement Committee as Commission Representative, Sponsored Historic Preservation 
Ordinance… • Save The T Campaign Speakers Bureau Chair, Past President of Kaw Valley Living Wage Alliance…, Member of the City 
Housing Task Force, Past President of Old West Lawrence Association, Parent Member of United Child Development Center Board of 
Directors…, Member of Grassroots Action (not active since launching City Commission campaign). 

Aron 
Cromwell 

825 Vermont St, Suite B, Lawrence KS 66044; CromwellForLawrence.com; 727-3838 • I moved to Lawrence in 1990 to attend KU and have 
lived here since then with a few years spent in Eudora.  I have been married for 14 years (Hannah) and have a son (Alder) who is a 6th grader in 
the Lawrence Public Schools • I have a bachelors of science (honors) in Biology and a Masters of Science in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering. • I own and operate Cromwell Environmental, a successful downtown business providing solar design and installation and 
nationwide environmental inspections. • …Served as a board member and co-president of Lawrence Community Nursery School and [am] 
currently on the board… of the Lawrence Community Mercantile. 

Lance 
Johnson 

843 New Hampshire St, Lawrence KS 66044; LJ@LanceJohnsonForLawrence.com; LanceJohnsonForLawrence.com; 785-838-3339 • Lived in 
Lawrence 21 years • Bachelors and Masters, Civil Engineering, University of Kansas • Father, Husband, Employer, Small Business Owner, 
Engineer, Property Owner, Tax Payer, Jayhawk, School Volunteer, Voter, Parks and Recreation User, Neighborhood Supporter, To Name a 
Few • I am a strong supporter of community activities (e.g., St. Pats Parade, Cottonwood Salute, Penny Jones, HealthCare Access, Ballard, etc.) 
I am a member of the Chamber and graduate of Leadership Lawrence. I’ve been involved with Ballard Community Services since 2000, and 
served as Board President for two years, and continue to serve on the board. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

4900 Colonial Way OR P. O. Box 1055, Lawrence KS 66044; glklingenberg@sunflower.com; www.gwenforlawrence.com/; 393-4845, 856-
0510 • Lived in Lawrence 33 years • Bachelor’s degree in music • I own my own music business, teaching piano and voice • President, 
Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods since 2004; Treasurer, Campaign to Save the T 2008; now starting a masters program in management 
• Member, City of Lawrence Pedestrian Advisory Taskforce; member, City of Lawrence Housing Needs Taskforce; member, League of 
Women Voters; Vice-President, Grassroots Action. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
2.  Why are you running for this office?  If elected, what do you hope to accomplish during your term? 

Mike  
Amyx 

It has been my pleasure to serve the people of Lawrence in an elected position for 14 years.  I truly enjoy helping people in this way and 
giving back to the city that has been my lifelong home.  We are in extremely serious times, times that require a fiscally conservative, 
experienced commissioner to lead our city.  We need to make certain each and every aspect of City Hall and its expenditures are 
effective, efficient and necessary. 

Price  
Banks 

I believe everyone has an obligation to become involved in local government.  We will be facing serious challenges over the next few 
years…, and I am anxious to help provide solutions.  I have been serving in local government… for about 41 years, and want to give back 
something…. I hope to help streamline City Hall and make it more user-friendly…, hold the line on property taxes without creating 
hardships…, provide new leadership to address infrastructure problems…, [and] see Lawrence take advantage of our creative small 
business leaders to provide new directions in economic development....  I want to get past the “Growth/no Growth” debate… and work 
together to manage growth in a manner that enhances the quality of life for all. 

James 
Bush 

I am running for city commission because this is a critical time for our city – minimal job growth since 2001, a budget crisis, and issues 
that require sensible approaches, consensus building, and visionary leadership.  During the next four years, I want bring an aggressive 
focus on job growth and job creation, and expanded tax base through a comprehensive economic development strategy that encompasses 
public transportation, the environment, workforce investments, investment in early childhood education and daycare, job creation and 
business retention.  I will ensure we maintain and enhance our quality of life by preserving green space and protecting social equality. 

Dennis 
Constance 

… I am… concerned that essential human services might fall victim to “bottom line thinking” in the face of the current economic woes....  
We have to balance a budget…, but a budget is a tool for setting priorities, not an end in itself.  I am also concerned that we currently 
have twice as much housing stock and five to six times as much retail space as we need.  We need to manage our growth better so that a 
balance is re-established....  I think it is also time we get serious about environmentally friendly, sustainable growth.  I am one of only two 
people in the candidate field that has sat on the Commission before, and I think that experience will be an asset… 

Aron 
Cromwell 

I am worried about the direction of Lawrence in a critical time for our city.  Without proper leadership the economic crisis will hit our 
town unnecessarily hard. I have the time and skills needed to help Lawrence weather this storm. 

Lance 
Johnson 

I’m running because I love this town.  We are raising our children here because Lawrence is a great place to live and work.  I want 
Lawrence to be even better when they grow up.  When elected I will bring a daily focus on job creation and retention.  By focusing on 
growing existing businesses and attracting decent, 21st Century jobs to Lawrence, we will strengthen the services, the neighborhoods, the 
schools, and the unique character that will make Lawrence the community our children deserve. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

The city’s agenda should reflect more than the interests of builders and developers.  I want neighborhoods and families to have a voice.  
We need to pursue homegrown job growth, focusing on green jobs and living wage jobs, rather than… tax incentives and corporate 
relocations.  I also want to get a conversation going about ways we can promote growth by helping the small and medium-sized 
businesses, using practices proven to work in other places.  I want.. more transparency, so that our faith in the city government is restored.  
Lately, when the neighborhood associations have concerns, the city is often so unsympathetic that the associations feel they have to hire a 
lawyer before they even come to city hall.  That isn’t right. 

Candidates were asked to limit responses to 100 words. Answers that exceeded 120 words were edited for length only. Editorial changes are 
indicated by an ellipsis (…) and/or brackets ([ ]). For information on voting and upcoming candidate and issue forums, please visit the website of 
the League (http://lawrenceleague.com/) or contact the Douglas Co Clerk (785-832-5267; http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/cl/cl_home.aspx). 
Advance voting begins March 18. Last day to register for this election is March 23. General election for city commission and school board 
April 7. Polling places are open from 7 am – 7 pm on election day. You will be able to vote if you arrive at your polling place before 7 pm. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
3.  The current economic crisis will likely require cuts to, or elimination of, some city services during the next commission term.  
Which services do you consider essential in Lawrence?  What will you do to ensure that these services continue to be provided 
by the city? 

Mike 
Amyx 

We need to focus on providing the core essentials our community need: jobs, safe streets, police and fire protection, potable water and 
efficient waste disposal.  We cannot have individuals being taxed out of their homes.  As a taxing entity, I believe it is our responsibility 
to assure the best use of our tax dollars and to continue to apply downward pressure on the property tax burden of our citizens. 

Price 
Banks 

I do not necessarily agree that cuts in services will be necessary.  There is substantial waste and inefficiency in city government.  We need 
to streamline the departments and processes before we start making cuts.  Before Commissioners or citizens and taxpayers can make 
meaningful decisions about cuts in services, they need to understand where the tax money is going.  The budget needs to be transparent so 
that we know what it costs to provide services. 

James 
Bush 

Essential services include - Infrastructure (roads, water, sewer, public transportation) and safety (police, fire, municipal code 
enforcement) are the most critical city services.  To ensure these services continue, the city’s budget must consider these critical needs 
first, ahead of any other services. 

Dennis 
Constance 

I believe that human services are essential, just like the “core” services of water, sanitation, and fire and police protection.  Human 
services that depend mostly or entirely on the City for funding need top consideration.  I also believe that most areas of City services 
contain things that can be temporarily (1-2 years) cut and then recover when the economy improves.  These will have to be hunted down 
in the budget and identified.  I also believe that we need to at least consider restoration of the property tax cuts that were made a few years 
ago.  Compared to other first class cities of Kansas, Lawrence’s tax burden is pretty reasonable, and would remain so even if we make 
that restoration. 

Aron 
Cromwell 

The only city budget items that I would not trim are the social services.  With hard times coming to many Lawrencians there will be 
increased demand for social services and funding them at 100% will mean they will still have to operate more efficiently. All other city 
budget items will need to be examined for waste and trimmed - I would like to incentivize savings by rewarding city staff who offer cost 
saving strategies. 

Lance 
Johnson 

I am fiscally conservative and recognize the budgetary challenges Lawrence faces. I pledge to work to keep services at the current level 
and if possible, improve some, while not raising property taxes.  I want a strong and healthy local economy that allows us to support our 
social services such as Ballard, HealthCare Access, Bert Nash, LMH, to name a few. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

I would cut most of the money (over $100,000) currently set aside for the Chamber of Commerce.  I would probably also cut line items in 
the Police Department budget and maybe the Fire Department budget, but only after very careful scrutiny.  (Last year, the City 
Commission redirected $250,000 in special Alcohol Tax funds from social services to the Police Department for high school monitors.  
That money could be partly rededicated to human services and partly eliminated.)  Human services would be first on my priority list, 
especially services that are funded only by city funds…. We need to make sure that our human services have enough to get by and this 
way we can make sure that we fund everyone enough…. 

Candidates were asked to limit responses to 100 words. Answers that exceeded 120 words were edited for length only. Editorial changes are 
indicated by an ellipsis (…) and/or brackets ([ ]). For information on voting and upcoming candidate and issue forums, please visit the website of 
the League (http://lawrenceleague.com/) or contact the Douglas Co Clerk (785-832-5267; http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/cl/cl_home.aspx). 
Advance voting begins March 18. Last day to register for this election is March 23. General election for city commission and school board 
April 7. Polling places are open from 7 am – 7 pm on election day. You will be able to vote if you arrive at your polling place before 7 pm. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
4.  How would you define or describe growth management?  What will you do to ensure that the city is designing neighborhoods 
and commercial amenities around public transportation?  Do you believe that the city's comprehensive plan should be 
followed?

Mike 
Amyx 

Growth management is basically already in practice.  Until such time as the new water reclamation plant is built, there is sufficient 
capacity in our sewers to sustain what is already approved.  I believe neighborhoods and commercial developments should be planned 
with easy access to public transportation, but public transportation is not the only criteria for good, sound development.  All of 
Lawrence’s citizens should be able to enjoy a live/work/play neighborhood.  I believe there will be less “green field” development and 
more infill development in the future.  The city’s comprehensive guide plan is a good tool for all development, but it is not cast in stone. 

Price 
Banks 

Growth Management begins with sound planning practices.  Growth patterns should not be driven exclusively by the market.  Lawrence 
has been reluctant to develop higher density residential neighborhoods, therefore, mass transit doesn’t work well except where it can 
serve the concentrated populations in multi-family developments.  If we are to plan around public transportation, we need to change our 
plans to emphasize clusters of higher density housing for new development and redevelopment.

James 
Bush 

Growth management is ensuring that the city grows in an orderly and well planned manner.  As a strong proponent of the city bus system, 
my goal is to consider every new development project in light of its relationship with public transportation.  I believe Horizon 2020 is the 
framework through which every land use decision should viewed.  I support downtown as a primary destination for shopping and 
entertainment.  Managing traffic patterns and ensuring that existing sewer, water, fire/police, and schools can support the growth is also a 
priority of mine.

Dennis 
Constance 

Growth management means putting polices in place that keep development more in line with growth.  The excesses in housing and retail 
space I mentioned earlier put strain on infrastructure and cause blight to take hold in a community… One of the criteria by which we 
judge development plans should be how well it works in conjunction with the improved T system we have begun planning.  A good 
comprehensive plan is essential to a community, and it must (not “should”) be enforced.  Such plans should be updated, but as a matter of 
routine, not… to accommodate a particular development.  The requirements of a plan are not obstacles to development, but are insurance 
that the people… are all well served. 

Aron 
Cromwell 

The development approval process should be transparent, easy to understand, and uniformly applied to all developers.  When waivers are 
given for various City codes periodically and when Horizon 2020 is selectively used then the city creates an unfair business environment 
and the impression of an “old-boy” network ruling the process.  I would work in the city commission to see that all projects are treated 
fairly.  The role of the city commission is to steer the city towards a better future.  In the future public transportation will be more 
important than ever as our population ages and as the price of fuel increases.  Planning must be made accordingly. 

Lance 
Johnson 

We don’t want our population to grow any faster than our infrastructure can support.  But we can’t afford not to plan for the future.  Our 
streets, intersections, sewer and water systems need to be safe.  Our public transportation system needs to be efficient, and we need to 
show that we are able to provide infrastructure to businesses that decide to make Lawrence home. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

I do not believe that Horizon 2020 is just a guide that can be dismissed.  Growth Management practices should insure commercial growth 
is only slightly ahead of population growth.  Impact studies would help keep our present businesses strong.  We should adhere to 
development codes that funnel growth and land use to where Lawrence has actual needs and prospects.



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
5.  Several businesses in Lawrence have been laying off workers, and there is not enough work in town to support its population.  What will 
you do to encourage job growth with adequate pay in Lawrence? 

Mike 
Amyx 

I have been involved in recruiting businesses including industrial, warehouse, manufacturing and bioscience.  We need to lead regarding 
new industrial areas, such as the Farmland site and investigate potential growth areas such as on the municipal airport site.   I have 
supported the living wage and abatements where appropriate.  Now, the city should institute a local-preference purchasing policy by 
buying locally whenever local business bids are within a certain percentage of the total cost.  These local businesses have provided taxes 
and job security for our community for many years and we need to return the favor and retain jobs in our community. 

Price 
Banks 

We need to take advantage of the resources in hand.  We need to take advantage of the largest research institution in Kansas which is 
located in the center of our city, and has been the source for much of the higher quality job growth we have had in the past.  We need to 
seek out some of the successful entrepreneurs in Lawrence and tap their skills and creativity to create an environment for job growth in 
small business. 

James 
Bush 

We must encourage businesses to expand in Lawrence and re-double our efforts to attract new businesses to Lawrence.  In these tough 
times that must be our number one goal.  In addition, we should support as yet modest efforts by the Chamber of Commerce and Public 
Library to create “incubators” for local entrepreneurs to start businesses in Lawrence.  Investing in our workforce is a priority of mine and 
should be a priority of our city commission. 

Dennis 
Constance 

I believe that although economic systems are cyclic in nature, the fundamental driver for them all is buying power in the hands of all the 
participants…. I also believe that diversity gives the kind of resilience an economy needs….  We accomplish this by encouraging a 
variety of business types, and focusing on small and moderate scale businesses as the backbone of our economy.  Our living wage 
ordinance ties new tax abatements to a requirement to pay living wage to the new jobs created.  I think we should consider expanding that 
to cover all the jobs at a tax-abated firm.  Job growth is best if it represents truly new positions, or expansion of locally rooted businesses.  
We should seek ways to make that happen.

Aron 
Cromwell 

We need more living wage jobs in Lawrence.  I want to redirect the focus of our economic development efforts more towards Small 
Business and Entrepreneurs, Tourism, and Retirement. 

Lance 
Johnson 

The Lance Johnson 5-Point Plan for Job Creation:  1. Change the tone at City Hall.  2. Highlight our incentives for companies to come to 
and invest in Lawrence.  3. Use the University of Kansas, our greatest resource, to advance small business opportunities.  4. Build a 
strong, progressive infrastructure.  5. Attract companies that want to lead in sustainable green and environmental opportunities. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

… I’ve been gathering ideas about proven practices that grow jobs in other communities…  I have a list of 30 strategies that support 
homegrown jobs, and with selected incentives for local business [that] can work to help small and medium businesses grow.  Through 
incentives, they in turn would increase employment and comply with the city’s living wage ordinance, which would keep wages high 
both overall and on average.  More people would be able to afford 115,000 to $250,000 houses, which would help the housing industry, 
would help people who work here live here and in turn grow Lawrence.  Then these new residents would pay their property taxes here 
and buy locally instead of taking Lawrence’s money out of town. 

Candidates were asked to limit responses to 100 words. Answers that exceeded 120 words were edited for length only. Editorial changes are 
indicated by an ellipsis (…) and/or brackets ([ ]). For information on voting and upcoming candidate and issue forums, please visit the website of 
the League (http://lawrenceleague.com/) or contact the Douglas Co Clerk (785-832-5267; http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/cl/cl_home.aspx). 
Advance voting begins March 18. Last day to register for this election is March 23. General election for city commission and school board 
April 7. Polling places are open from 7 am – 7 pm on election day. You will be able to vote if you arrive at your polling place before 7 pm. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
 
6.  The Salvation Army has announced plans to close its shelter in favor of a housing plan that will provide shelter for fewer people, and 
then only those termed families.  The Lawrence Shelter is at capacity and turns away people in need.  How will you address the growing 
need in Lawrence for emergency shelter for our homeless population? 

Mike 
Amyx 

There are no easy answers for addressing the homeless problem.  The recent proposal by several churches in the area helps, but is not the 
panacea.  The key is to provide emergency shelter for those in need rather than use resources on the “lifestyle” homeless.  We should be 
looking for ways to help our citizens who have fallen on hard times, but it should not be only the city’s responsibility, but a community 
effort. 

Price 
Banks 

The Community Shelter is attempting to relocate to a new facility which could solve some of the problems.  Unfortunately, that process 
has been impeded by the City’s cumbersome processes.  We need to streamline and speed up those processes. 

James 
Bush 

The City Commission, with input from citizens, must agree upon and approve an appropriate location to which the shelter can move and 
expand.  The expansion of the shelter should support the recommendations outlined by the City’s task force on homelessness. 

Dennis 
Constance 

While I understand the unfortunate need to accommodate more families in emergency shelters, I think it is regrettable that the Salvation 
Army is making this change.  We should work with the Lawrence Shelter to see what options we can turn up to address the loss.  Perhaps 
some of the vacant commercial space could be put to such use, at least temporarily. 

Aron 
Cromwell 

Once again, the only city budget items that I would not trim are the social services.  With hard times coming to many Lawrencians there 
will be increased demand for social services and funding them at 100% will mean they will still have to operate more efficiently.  I further 
pledge all of my post-tax pay from the city commission to local nonprofits.  A larger shelter is needed as is a place for camping. 

Lance 
Johnson 

I am supportive of Loring Henderson’s plan to find additional temporary space, for the approximately 42 beds we are losing.  I would be 
willing to direct CDBG Capital Improvement funds to assist if available.  I am also supportive of the Shelter’s plans to relocate to a larger 
facility with separate entrances available for families.  Finally, I am also supportive of The Salvation Army’s shift of focus to transitional 
housing. We need more than available beds.  We need methods in place to help people climb out of homelessness. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

We urgently need to get the Community Shelter a new home to address immediate needs.  Several groups are already working on this 
situation and I would rely on their ideas.  I just met with the Coalition of Homeless Concerns on Tuesday, and I know that the Lawrence 
Housing Authority is also working on this very concern.  With any luck, the Salvation Army’s changes might prompt quicker action. 

Candidates were asked to limit responses to 100 words. Answers that exceeded 120 words were edited for length only. Editorial changes are 
indicated by an ellipsis (…) and/or brackets ([ ]). For information on voting and upcoming candidate and issue forums, please visit the website of 
the League (http://lawrenceleague.com/) or contact the Douglas Co Clerk (785-832-5267; http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/cl/cl_home.aspx). 
Advance voting begins March 18. Last day to register for this election is March 23. General election for city commission and school board 
April 7. Polling places are open from 7 am – 7 pm on election day. You will be able to vote if you arrive at your polling place before 7 pm. 

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, 
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
 

7.  What is your position on merging the City’s bus system with KU on Wheels?  Are there other ways in which we could improve the “T”? 

Mike 
Amyx 

We are working toward a merger with KU on Wheels; however, if that does not succeed, we should continue to work with KU’s Transit 
Commission to coordinate routes and transfers.  We are working with a consultant to ascertain ways in which to make the “T” more 
adequately serve the needs of our residents, by rerouting, lessening “wait time” and providing service to destinations in a timely manner. 

Price 
Banks 

I believe the sales tax referendum gave us a mandate to provide a transit system, and I believe it is wasteful to operate two systems in a 
city our size.  We do need to merge the systems.  However we should not operate the “T” in its current form with large inefficient buses 
operating on some fixed routes that service minimum numbers of riders.  Reduce the number of fixed routes to the higher ridership routes 
and take a look at a demand and response system using smaller more efficient vehicles. 

James 
Bush 

I strongly support the merger of the T and KU on wheels, although I know there are significant legal and practical hurdles that may keep 
that from happening in the short term.  Regardless of these challenges, in the meantime, we should support efforts to consolidate routes, 
increase the frequency and facilitate transfers from one system to the other.  These measures would improve public transportation options 
for all Lawrence residents. 

Dennis 
Constance 

I am in favor of the merger.  It expands the options for service, some of which have already been identified by the consultant hired to 
study the unification.  From my experience as a T rider, I think the best improvements will be those that increase a rider’s options.  New 
routes, new connection points, perhaps a system I’ve been told is possible, that allows riders to know where a given bus is in its route, so 
that they can plan their trip time more productively. 

Aron 
Cromwell 

Lawrence is too small for two bus systems, merging them is essential.  We have 10 years of funding but really must make something of 
our public transportation system within 5.  The system needs to deliver passengers quickly to points throughout the city. 

Lance 
Johnson 

This past November, voters passed a sales tax increase to fund public transportation....  I don’t believe that it was a vote for how the 
system operates now…  I think it showed that we’re a community with a lot of compassion as well as forward thinking.  Compassion in 
[that] there is nowhere near a 70% ridership…, but that 70% is willing to pay for something for members of our community that may 
need it.  Forward thinking in [that] public transportation done right reduces individual cars, etc…  I think we need to start with defining 
the mission of public transportation....  Second, we now have the funding to… sit down with KU on Wheels and discuss strategy.  
Finally,… we need to look at routes, vehicle options, … etc. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

I strongly favor the merger for financial and practical reasons.  This was one of the main issues we raised during the Campaign to Save 
the T last fall.  We need to build a grid or hub-oriented plan to better move people through out the community. At present, riders are 
forced to ride downtown and then change buses when they want to shop on south Iowa. I also think that we should buy environmentally-
friendly buses. Perhaps not all buses should be full-sized. Many of these ideas are now being discussed and many good ideas are being 
considered. 

Candidates were asked to limit responses to 100 words. Answers that exceeded 120 words were edited for length only. Editorial changes are 
indicated by an ellipsis (…) and/or brackets ([ ]). For information on voting and upcoming candidate and issue forums, please visit the website of 
the League (http://lawrenceleague.com/) or contact the Douglas Co Clerk (785-832-5267; http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/cl/cl_home.aspx). 
Advance voting begins March 18. Last day to register for this election is March 23. General election for city commission and school board 
April 7. Polling places are open from 7 am – 7 pm on election day. You will be able to vote if you arrive at your polling place before 7 pm. 



LWV L-DC VOTER GUIDE TO CANDIDATES FOR LAWRENCE CITY COMMISSION. 
8. The City of Lawrence recycling program currently leaves it to citizens to haul their own recylables to a recycling center, or hire a private 
contractor to do it for them.  [A] Do you think that the City of Lawrence should have a recycling policy?  [B] Do you think the policy that the 
City currently has is correct for the City of Lawrence? [C] What will you do to help both the city and individual citizens reduce their carbon 
footprints? 

Mike Amyx 

[A] The city does presently have a recycling policy.  We recycle materials in the workplace and we encourage and educate our residents of the 
advantages of recycling.  We provide yard waste collection....  We also provide corrugated cardboard and newspaper recycling drop-off points... [B] 
At the present time, yes, this is the correct policy…  Mandatory curbside recycling would be expensive for the patrons,....  And that does not even 
address the number of private companies and individuals who provide that service now…  [C] We can and must continue our efforts to educate… 
consumers about the positive effects of recycling and using “green” energy....  We should investigate purchasing the street lights from Westar and 
providing the electricity with power produced by the Bowersox dam power generators. 

Price Banks 

[A] We need a recycling policy, and we need the city directly involved in collection.  [B] No.  [C] We need a serious energy audit that looks at more 
than building efficiency.  Can we hold more meetings during regular daytime office hours?  Is it necessary to drive a fire truck to every automobile 
accident, every office fire inspection and every ambulance call?  See the comments about the “T”.  How many City employees are assigned full-size 
pickup trucks?  How much energy would be solved if we synchronize stoplights on arterial streets?  How much energy is wasted as a result of 
allowing our energy vendor to determine our street lighting policy? 

James 
Bush 

[A]  Yes.  [B] I believe more can be done to increase awareness of recycling programs and encouraging our city population to participate in recycling 
and other “green” programs – including those presented in the Mayor’s Task Force (CPTF) report later this month.  [C] I reviewed the CPTF report 
due at the end of March 2009.  I support the recommendations forth coming, primarily the call for an “80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
measured in carbon dioxide equivalence (CDE) by 2050, using baseline data from 2005”, as well as the timeline recommended by the task force.  As a 
city commissioner, I would support the priority of “providing dedicated staffing and adequate funding to support climate protection and sustainability 
initiatives.” 

Dennis 
Constance 

I absolutely believe the City needs a recycling policy…  The current policy gets us by, but I think we should aim higher.  In my professional 
experience…, a successful recycling effort is integrated with the more generic waste removal processes…, with the waste stream diminishing as the 
recycling improves....  [W]e have begun to look at ways to reduce the costs of purifying and delivering water, and should continue that along with 
encouragement of reasonable uses for “gray water”…  We should preserve prime agricultural land…, so that we retain and expand on local food 
production....  We should move toward environmental design standards such as the LEED silver level....  Enhancing the public transit system… and 
moving it toward more environmentally friendly propulsion will help... 

Aron 
Cromwell 

I am a solar panel installing environmentalist.  The city needs curbside recycling.  The city needs to implement energy saving strategies within their 
buildings and to encourage them in our citizen’s homes. 

Lance 
Johnson 

Embracing green technology is part of my 5 Point Plan for Job Creation, and I feel strongly that Lawrence can lead that charge for Kansas, and that 
Kansas can lead the charge for our nation.  However, I am focused on job creation and retention.  I will rely on The City of Lawrence Sustainability 
Advisory Board to educate the commission on what we can do differently regarding recycling.  In the mean time, I will be focused on providing 
employment opportunities to our citizens. 

Tom 
Johnson 

[No response.] 

Gwendolyn 
Kingenberg 

[A] Yes, curbside recycling.  [B] It could be improved.  We’re behind many other communities that have more proactive programs.  [C] I will ask the 
City to adopt the suggested policies of the CPTF: make public transportation routes more efficient; institute energy efficiency standards in the city's 
building code; support the development of PAYT (“pay as you throw”) to encourage waste reduction; give tax incentives to sustainable/ green 
businesses – LEED standards; make all parks pesticide-free; ban disposable water bottles at all city functions; in some way support the chamber of 
commerce's grow green task force; require methane capture at the Hamm Landfill; ban plastic bags; mandatory recycling (including composting); 
standards around local procurement of goods and services for municipal activities. 

 


