
 

Our term as your co-presidents is coming to an end. We have worked in partnership to cover 
all the bases.  It is with a sense of fulfillment and gratitude that we look back upon the year.     

There were no elections, no candidate forums, no voter guides to prepare.   And yet, the 
League has accomplished much due to the commitment and hard work of its members. 
   

We want to recognize the Board of Directors for making the organization work efficiently.  The 
treasurer, Marjorie Cole set up a new accounting system. As treasurer, she processes membership renewal forms 
and volunteered to manage the membership data base as well. We are grateful to Marjorie for managing these 
two interrelated functions.   The secretary, Elinor Tourtellot faithfully recorded accurate timely minutes and she 
helped in so many other ways, including Observer of the Lawrence Library Board meetings.   President-elect, 
Brooke Goc, served as Membership Chair.   She focused on developing social networking for the League.   We ap-
preciate Brooke’s actions to bring the League into the 21st Century!   Past-presidents Carrie Lindsey and Milton 
Scott provided advice and support throughout the year.  Carrie also coordinated the League Issues Meetings and 
applied her computer skills to League projects.  We thank Elinor, Brooke, Carrie and Milton for their support.  

Board members, Marguerite Lohrenz and Aline Hoey served as chairpersons of standing committees.  Marguerite 
and her committee administered the Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award.   Aline’s committee 
is responsible for the Mabel Stuckey Scholarship.  We are grateful to Marguerite and Aline for successfully manag-
ing these projects, both of which bring visibility to the League.  (con’t.) 

Thursday,
April 8th

7:00 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  All 
League members are welcome to attend.  

Sunday, 
April 18th

11:30 am LWVL-DC Annual Meeting.  Maceli’s. 1031 New Hampshire St. $13.99 for lunch buf-
fet or $12.99 for seniors and students.  Please see page 2.

Saturday, 
April 24th

7:00 pm Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 

Friday, 
April 30th

9:00 pm VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to 
lightwatcher@gmail.com.

Saturday, 
May 1st

LWVK Council Meeting. Big 12 and Flint Hills meeting rooms, Kansas State Union, 
Manhattan

June 11th - 15th LWV–US Convention. Marriott Atlanta Marquis, Atlanta Georgia

LEAGUE CALENDAR

The VOTER®

A  Note  from Co-Presidents Kay Hale & Diane Oakes

Co-Presidents:	
 Kay Hale	
 	
 	
 843-2784	
 	
 kayhale @ sunflower.com
	
 	
 Diane Oakes	
 	
 832-0443	
 	
 doakes120 @ yahoo.com
Membership:	
 Brooke Goc	
 	
 917-1291	
 	
 brookegoc @ gmail.com
Voter Editor :	
 Ruth Lichtwardt	
 	
 841-5419	
 	
 lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     	
 http://www.lawrenceleague.com	
 National League: 	
 http://www.lwv.org
State League:     	
 http://www.lwvk.org        	
 lwvks@sbcglobal.net        

 Bulletin of  the LWV of  Lawrence-Douglas County, KS • Volume 57, No. 11
  

The League of  Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 
active participation of  citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.



And we thank three remaining Board members; Lee Ann Duver, James Dunn and Gary Hale. Lee Ann is the Voter 
Services Chair, in a year with no elections; however, she explored several possible projects and she facilitated bev-
erage service at the 90th Anniversary reception. James Dunn brings an important perspective to League 
deliberations.  Thanks, James for keeping us on our toes. James is also a pro at handling meeting details.  We regret 
to see him leave the board. Kay Hale wants to thank her husband, Gary, for assisting her as co-president. He 
served as a sounding board for sorting out issues, proof reading documents, photographing events and ran endless 
errands.
    

There are so many members we need to thank!   Month after month, Ruth Lichtwardt tirelessly edits the VOTER. 
Sharon Brown does labeling and mailing.     David Burriss maintains the list serve.   Paula Schumacher managed 
Hoops Mania and raised more than $500 this year.   Betty Lichtwardt and Allen Black lead the Land Use 
Committee.   This year, the committee analyzed city planning and environmental issues and made recommenda-
tions to the City Planning Commission, which were conveyed in 31 letters. How can we fully say thank you to 
these dedicated League members?   We must not forget that Bob Lichtwardt hand-delivers these letters to the 
League president for signature and then to the City Planning Commission.  
 

In May 2009, the LWVK adopted “advocacy” as its priority in 2009/11. The Lawrence League was asked to assist 
LWVK with advocacy during the current Legislative session. LWV-L/DC member, Carol Jacobson conducted re-
search on campaign finance reform and moderated a public forum on the topic and prepared testimony on S.B. 
418 and Senate Substitute for H.B. 2079.  We appreciate Carol’s astute work on advocacy.   

We are pleased to have served as your co-presidents this year. We believe in the mission of the League.  We value 
all of the times when members came together to actualize that mission. It’s been fun, challenging, stressful and 
fulfilling. 

 When it comes to Campaign Finance Reform, the 
2010 Kansas Legislative Session has been an active 
one for the League of Women Voters of Kansas. Our 
Action Resolution to bring issue ads under the Kansas 
Campaign Finance Act, and our educational forum on 
“issue ads and robo-calls” last fall resulted in Kay Hale 
being prepared to jump in and testify on behalf of the 
LWVKS. 

As reported in the last issue of the Voter, Kay testified 
on February 3, 2010 in support of S.B. 418, a bill in-
troduced by Sen. Terrie Huntington, R-Fairway. This bill 
would bring “issue ads” under the Kansas Campaign 
Finance Act and accomplish LWVKS 2009 Action 
Resolution on campaign finance reform.  

While this bill was awaiting action by Senate Ethics 
and Elections Committee, the Kansas Governmental 
Ethics Commission rendered an opinion that judiciary 
retention elections were not covered under the 
Campaign Finance Act. 
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It’s the 

LWVL-DC  Annual  Meeting!
Date:  Sunday, April 18th

Time:  11:30 A.M –lunch
       Noon - speaker

       12:30 – 2:00 - business meeting
Place:  Maceli’s, 1030 New Hampshire

Meal:  Maceli’s delicious buffet
Cost:  $14.00 general public, $13.00 for senior and students

Speaker:  Representative Paul Davis 

Campaign Finance Update 
as of March 26, 2010



What prompted this decision?   The retention election 
of Supreme Court Justice Carol Beier is slated to oc-
cur in November.   Campaign ads to “Fire Beier” ap-
peared in the press last month, eight months prior to 
the election.   Senate Bill 563, which would bring judi-
cial retention elections under the Kansas Campaign 
Finance Act, was introduced. On March 3rd, Kay testi-
fied on behalf of the League in Senate Ethics and Elec-
tions Committee in support of this new bill. 

What happened next? The substance in S.B. 563 was 
put into a defunct taxation bill and became Substitute 
for H.B. 2079. On March 23, this bill was passed out of 
Senate Ethics and Elections to the Senate floor where 
it was amended by Senator Terry Huntington to bring 
issue ads under the Campaign Finance Act. The 
amendment was voted down.  

On March 24, Substitute for S.B. 2079 was then 
sent to Senate Ways and Means Committee to 
await amendments from other Senators, nota-
bly Senator Huelskamp, R-Fowler. 

There’s still a chance to make a statement on 
behalf of a fair and impartial judiciary by sup-
porting S.B. 2097 to bring judicial retention 
elections under the Campaign Finance Act.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Senate Majority Leader, 
Senator Derek Schmidt, and the Senate President, 
Senator Stephen Morris, control the bills that appear 
on each day’s debate schedule. THEY MUST HEAR 
FROM US! Please call and email them and ask them 
to RESCHEDULE SENATE SUB FOR HB2079 FOR 
DEBATE! IT’S TIME FOR THIS BILL TO BE DEBATED 
ON ITS MERITS AND TO GET THE VOTE IT DE-
SERVES!

Senator Schmidt’s office number is 785-296-2497; his 
email is Derek.Schmidt@senate.ks.gov

Senator Morris’ office number is 785-296-2419; his 
email is Steve.Morris@senate.ks.gov

ALSO: Please call your own 
Senators and ask them to 
support having this bill get 
debated and voted! 

TIME IS CRITICAL! PLEASE 
CALL AND EMAIL TODAY!

	
 	
 - Carol Jacobson

Our 2010 fund drive is underway 
and we are excited about the re-
sults to date.   Our deepest appre-
ciation goes to the following 
League members who have joined 
with the Board of Directors in making their annual 
contribution:      Marilyn Bradt,  Marilyn Chamber-
lin, Hilda Enoch, Della Hadley, J. Robert Fluker, Audrey 
Kamb-Studdard,  Ear l Nehr ing,  Ar line Seely-
Bensch, Eleanor Wenger, and Lee Young.   Total gifts to 
date are $1,685 towards our goal of $2,200.

Your gift to LWVL/DC can be directed to the fund of 
your choice.   Gifts to the  education fund  ex-
pand our ability to keep citizens informed of 
key issues includinghomelessness, energy, disabil-
i t y r i g h t s , e l e c t i o n r e f o r m , a n d j o b 
growth.    Education fund contributions are tax 
deductible.   Member contributions to 
the  general fund,while not tax deductible, are 
critical to keeping our organization viable.  

Services such as the publication of the  Voter  and 
member only meetings are made possible by gifts to 
the general fund.  The scholarship fund provides mem-
bership fees for those who might not otherwise be 
able to participate in the League. 

  If you have not already contributed, please do so by 
sending your check to: League of Women Voters, PO 
Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044. You may indicate on 
your check the fund you wish to contribute to.   Un-
designated gifts will be placed in the general fund. 

Thank you.

DISABILITY RIGHTS
ISSUE MEETING 

The League of Women Voters of Lawrence/Douglas 
County hosted a Disability Rights Issue Meeting at the 
Lawrence Public Library at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 27.  Featured speakers included:

Tom Laing, Executive Director of Interhab

Tom has 20-plus years of experience in government 
and politics, and his tenure in state government in-
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cluded stints with the Departments of Revenue and 
Social and Rehabilitation Services. He served as chief 
of staff to the Democratic Leader of the Kansas 
House of Representatives, culminating in his appoint-
ment as chief of staff for the Speaker.   Tom also 
served during the Clinton administration as a consult-
ant to the President's Committee on Mental Retarda-
tion, with assignments to assist state governments in 
Louisiana, Washington and Wyoming. 

Andrea McMurray, Direct Support Professional & 
SAL Director

Andrea is a veteran Direct Support Professional 
(DSP) with Cottonwood, Inc., and an advocate for 
DSPs as well as persons with disabilities.  She provides 
leadership for the Self Advocates of Lawrence, an 
empowerment group for adults with developmental 
disabilities overseen by the Arc of Douglas County.  
Andrea was named “DSP of the Year” by the Ameri-
can Network of Community Options and Resources 
(ANCOR) in 2008, and “Support Staff of the Year” in 
2009 by the Self Advocate Coalition of Kansas 
(SACK).   She is also a professional photographer and 
certified massage therapist.  

Robyn Herzog, Dietary Aide & Disability Rights Ad-
vocate

Robyn works as an accomplished and re-
spected dietary aide at Brandon Woods 
Retirement Community and is an active 
member of the Self Advocates of 
Lawrence.  In March, Robyn spoke to legis-
lators about her experiences as a person 
with a disability, urging them to support 
House Bill 2669, the Employment First Ini-
tiative Act.

There was an excellent turnout, including 
Sen. Marci Francisco and Christine Metz of the Law-
rence Journal World.   A big thank you to everyone 
who came and contributed!

The League's disability rights position calls for “sup-
port for protection of the civil and human rights of 
people with disabilities by promoting:

	
 1.	
 Elimination or minimization of attitudinal and 
architectural barriers, and

	
 2.	
 Continued support for local agencies that 
promote independent living, including support 

for a county tax levy to help finance such an 
agency.”

A review and revision of the position, approved in 
1982, was discussed at the local planning meeting ear-
lier this year and is a priority of incoming LWV-L/DC 
President Brooke Goc.   To read the entire position, 
please visit http://lawrenceleague.com/posneedsdisa 
bilities.html.	
 	
 	
 	
 - Brooke Goc

Margaret Farley is 2010 Winner 
of the Helen Fluker Award

On March 13th, the League of Women Voters – 
Lawrence/Douglas County presented Margaret Farley, 
BSN, JD with the eleventh annual Helen Fluker Open 
and Accessible Government Award at a luncheon 
held at Brandon Woods.   The Award is given each 
year to honor a Douglas County resident who has 
promoted improvement in government.   Margaret 

Farley was nominated by Kansas Advocates 
for Better Care (KABC), a statewide con-
sumer advocacy organization, for her sig-
nificant achievements in making govern-
ment more accessible and responsive to 
elders and persons with disabilities who 
live in Kansas Nursing and Adult Care 
Homes. Participants in the luncheon in-
cluded Ms. Farley and her friends and pro-
fessional associates, KABC Board members, 
League members and several members of 

the Fluker family.  

Ms. Farley is described by her colleagues as a woman 
who is “a strong advocate with a compassionate 
heart.   She has dedicated much of her life to improv-
ing access to justice for elders and persons who live in 
Adult Care Homes.”  

In the 1990’s, Ms. Farley served as Executive Director 
of KABC and successfully applied pressure to the Kan-
sas Department of Health and Environment to allow 
consumer access to nursing home inspection reports. 
Such access empowers elders and families to make 
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informed choices about their care and 
provides advocates with information to 
use in leveraging positive corrections.   

In 1992, Ms. Farley legally challenged the 
government’s failure to punish a nursing 
home which had injured several residents. 
That law suite was unsuccessful.  But, pub-
licity over the case ultimately led to a Kan-
sas statute, which increased civil monetary 
penalties which could be assessed against 
nursing homes for serious non-compliance 
with federal and state laws.  The daily pen-
alty maximums were raised to $10,000 

significantly higher than prior penalty maximums.   

Ms. Farley holds a Juris Doctor and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing.   Today, she impacts long-term public 
policy through her involvement with KABC and the 
Kansas Association for Justice. In her law practice she 
represents persons seeking redress through the 
courts.  She has written consumer guides for individu-
als seeking long-term care placement and guides to 
educate consumers about civil legal issues they face 
when purchasing long-term care and placement 
services.   

Ms. Farley exhibits a deep belief in the rights of citi-
zens to engage with government to improve the qual-
ity of public policy and its implementation.   The 
League of Women Voters is pleased to honor Marga-
ret Farley with the Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 
Government Award.   

- Kay Hale in collaboration with Mitzi McFatrich, Execu-
tive Director, Kansas Advocates for Better Care

On February 18th, more than 
60 members and guests par-
ticipated in a reception cele-
brating the 90th Anniversary 
of the League of Women 
Voters.   The reception was 
held at the historic Castle Tea 
Room.   During this event we launched a series of 
programs related to a LWV-US initiative: Safeguarding 
U.S. Democracy: A Quest for a More Diverse 

Judiciary.   Invited guests included members of the 
Douglas County Nominating Commission, the County 
Commissioners, and District Court judges.   Kay Hale 
introduced the program with a story about the 
founding of the League of Women Voters -US.  Diane 
Oakes provided an overview of the Diverse Judiciary 
Initiative.   More photos of the event are on the 
L W V L - D C w e b s i t e : 
http://lawrenceleague.wordpress.com/ 

Present:   Full board members, Three men from the 
Volunteer Fire Department, Tim Kohler, road mainte-
nance; Bill and Madge Markley, constituents; Peggy 
Baker, LWVL-DC observer.
Minutes and treasurer’s report accepted as produced.

Bill and Madge Markley expressed concern about wa-
ter drainage concerns.   The road was incorrectly sur-
veyed way back when and the center of the road is, 
unfortunately,  in the ditch. The Markleys want a larger 
culvert (tube) to force the water to run through it 
when the first culvert overflows.   The culvert would 
be on their land, not the road.   He wants to know 
before he replaces the fence, which, like the power 
poles, is shifting to an angle. The basic improvement 
 would be to build a new road on the correct align-
ment, which is beyond the township budget.

Globe quarry has a much lower price on road rock, 
but will probably run out before long.  Decision made 
to have Kohler use that.

The new dump truck (gravel) will 
be coming later this month.

Time Kohler was directed to at-
tend a Gravel Maintenance Pro-
gram offered by the State March 
12.   Charles Wintermantle (Trus-
tee) will see if any slots are still 
available.   Commended for his 
great work in maintaining the 
roads despite the severity of the 
winter.
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Lyle Bowlin, Fire Chief, gave the board a 2 and 5 year 
budget, including new purchases anticipated.   In addi-
tion, he requested the purchase of a $9,500 heat im-
aging camera, demonstrated by a fireman from the 
Baldwin fire department.   The Board tabled the cam-
era purchase discussion.

The Fire Department’s annual fundraiser Pancake 
Breakfast was scheduled for April 3, 6:30-10:30 A.M.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 to gobble Paula Bowlin’s 
excellent peanut butter and chocolate chip crumb 
cake.   Her husband assured me all the calories were 
removed before being brought to the meeting.	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 - Peggy Baker

 

PRESENT:  Kay Hale, Co-President; 
Diane Oakes, Co-President; Marjo-

rie Cole, Treasurer ; Brooke Goc, President-Elect. Di-
rectors: Lee Ann Duver, Gary Hale, Aline Hoey, James 
Dunn, and Marguerite Lohrenz.

ABSENT:   Carrie Lindsey, Milton Scott, Elinor Tourtel-
lot

The meeting was called to order by Diane Oakes at 
7:02 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Correction: Aline Hoey 
did not attend the last Board meeting; minutes ac-
cepted as corrected. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Report of the Budget 
Committee: Operating Expenses and the Education 
Fund should be separate, and that the latter will not 
be in future Treasurer’s reports.   There is $230 in the 
National Education Fund.   Hopefully, the year will not 
end with a deficit but it has happened before and 
there is enough in the checking account to cover if 
necessary; there was a slight deficit last year. 

Marjorie Cole reported that she sends in $200 when 
the bulk mail account is low; more money is needed 
in the general fund.   There is a budget of $2000 for 
the LWV US Convention and $259 for the LWVK 
Council Meeting. 

Gary Hale moved and Marguerite Lohrenz seconded 
the Treasurer’s report.  It was accepted. 

ACTION ITEMS:

Annual Meeting Planning/ President’s Report

Kay Hale secured the guest, Rep. Paul Davis; she will 
greet him at the event.   Brooke Goc and James Dunn 
will greet members.   Macelli’s will provide two tables 
for money and handouts, and Kay will bring nametags.  
There will be a designated table for Rep. Paul Davis 
and other key participants.

To have a quorum, 15% of the membership must be 
present.   Last year, Carrie Lindsey announced the 
number of members in attendance.   Dues and dona-
tions were collected, and a silent auction was held.  
Marilyn Roy and Ruth Lichtwardt read the annual 
meeting minutes; the committee has approved the 
minutes to be read this year.  
The audit needs to be pre-
sented; Linda Gwaltney will 
be asked to do so.   The 
budget has been published.

A summary of the League of 
Women Voters accomplish-
ments was printed last year 
in the annual meeting pro-
gram; the report in was also 
published in The Voter this 
year.   Paula Schumacher 
printed the membership directory last year and is will-
ing to do so this year..  Planning commission members 
will change on May 31.

The LWVK Council Meeting

The Council Meeting is on May 1, 2010, in Manhattan, 
Kansas.  There is $259 in the budget for this event and 
the registration fee is $55 per person.  Brooke Goc is 
planning to attend; Kay Hale and Elinor Tourtellot may 
attend.

LWV-US Convention

Please Note: March Voter dates were incorrect.   The 
event is June 11-15. 

Brooke Goc and Elinor Tourtellot plan to attend the 
conference in Atlanta, Georgia.   $2000 is budgeted; 
allocation of funds should be confirmed.   The chapter 
gets two voting delegates and the $2000 will pay their 
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expenses.   The next Board of Directors will decide if 
more members should/can go.   The LWVK cannot 
reimburse LWV-L/DC.

Voter Distribution

Ruth Lichtwardt has been timing the release of Voter 
PDFs until the day paper copies are received.   The 
newsletters are routed through Kansas City, making it 
difficult to disseminate timely information via the 
mail.   For instance, The Voter was mailed on March 5 
and received on March 11.

The Board agreed that timely information is more im-
portant than concurrent receipt.   Future electronic 
copies of The Voter will be sent as soon as they are 
ready.   There are 22 members without e-mail.   Non-
members also receive The Voter, including elected of-
ficials.

Stuckey Committee

The committee includes Aline Hoey, Gary Hale, and 
Brooke Goc.   The choice must be made 
by Monday, April 9.   Only three applica-
tions had been received by March 11, and 
none from Lawrence High School*.   The 
committee will meet after the March 27 
Disability Rights issue meeting at the Law-
rence Public Library.

*At the time of publication, LHS applica-
tions had been received.

COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS:

Fluker Award Luncheon

The luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, March 13, at 
Brandon Woods.   There are 28 confirmed attendees; 
six are guests.

Fund Drive

138 letters were mailed on March 11.   Diane Oakes 
learned that Dillon’s only meters 10 per customer.

Communications Committee

The committee met and discussed roles, responsibili-
ties, and future action.   Milton Scott, Ruth Lichtwardt, 
Chris Lempa, Dustin Holt, and Brooke Goc were in 
attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Judiciary Grant Update

KU School of Law’s Dean and Professor of Law Gail 
Agrawal and Karen Hester, Director of Career Serv-
ices, made a commitment to collaborate with the 
League regarding judicial diversity.   Rick Hird, Douglas 
County Bar Association President (as of April 1, 2010) 
also committed to engaging with the League.

The League will be collaborating with the Dole Cen-
ter. The main advantage is the savings, but space is also 
a factor : It can hold up to 500 people, not including 
the Simons room.

The second event will feature a high-profile speaker 
and be co-sponsored by the KU School of Law.   An 
invitation to United States Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Stephen Breyer will go through the LWV US 
office to expedite the request.   If Breyer cannot join 
us, Judge Deanell Tacha will be invited.

The third event will be next fall, and will focus on stu-
dents (as originally planned) and more on new attor-
neys.

Campaign Finance Reform Testimony

Kay Hale and Carol Jacobson represented 
all of the Kansas Leagues in their testi-
mony on Senate Bill 563.   The bill was 
referred to the Committee on Ethics and 
Elections from the Committee on Federal 
and State Affairs, and Sen. Vicky Schmidt 
asked for all comments by March 17 to 
give Supreme Court Justices more time 
to review and look for unintended 
consequences.   All indications are that it 
will pass.

Disability Rights Issue Meeting

Featured speakers include Tom Laing, Executive Direc-
tor of Interhab, Andrea McMurray, Director of the 
Self-Advocates of Lawrence and Direct Support Pro-
f e s s i o n a l , a n d R o by n H e r zo g , D i s a b i l i t y 
Rights/Self-Advocate.   The public is invited to the 
March 27 event, scheduled for 10 a.m. at the Law-
rence Public Library.

Board of Directors meeting location

A small miscommunication regarding the Board meet-
ing space was temporarily resolved when Kay Hale 
signed an agreement through June 10 with no indica-
tion of payment established by the District Office.  
The Board will renegotiate after June 10, with options 
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of paying $20 per month for use of the meeting room 
or finding a new location.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met regularly at the 
Merc Community Meeting Room on the Saturdays 
prior to the Planning Commission (PC) monthly 
meetings.  LUC sent approximately thirty-one letters, 
including one to the City Commission, and on at least 
two occasions also made statements to these com-
missions.
The subjects of our letters usually dealt with general 
issues such as proposed text amendments, proce-
dures, and staff interpretations of the Land Develop-
ment Code. Subjects included protection of  envi-
ronmentally sensitive lands, the proposed rezoning 
process and text amendment dealing with rural tour-
ism, conditioning conventional zoning to eliminate 
normally permitted uses, and on building multiple 
residential buildings on individual lots in RM districts.  
We also sent letters on the Oread Neighborhood 
Plan and proposed Code changes to Boarding 
Houses. 

REVIEW OF GENERAL ISSUES
Preservation of Environmentally Sensitive Land in 
residential districts. The proposed text amendment 
(TA) on this section was unresolved.  Our main criti-
cism of the proposed TA stems from an interpretation 
of the existing section (20-1101(d)) of the Land De-
velopment Code (Code) that only a maximum of 

10% of the environmen-
tally sensitive land in a 
property must be pre-
served regardless of how 
much sensitive land is on it.  
The current Code lan-
guage encourages “as 
much as possible” of such 
land to be preserved.  The 
proposed TA maximum 
has been raised to 20% 
but does not include steep 
slopes, prairies, and poten-

tial archeological or his-
torical sites. The PC wants 
to provide incentives to 
preserve more in the TA 
language, but the method 
is still under discussion.  
Any Code amendment 
should conform to the 
new comprehensive plan 
chapter on the environ-
ment now almost ready 
for public review.

Cond i t ion ing Zon ing ,  
Rockwall Farm Corporate 
Retreat, and Conference/
Rural Tourism text amendment.  This issue involved 
conditioning conventional zoning in the rezoning of 
the Rockwall Farm Corporate Retreat development 
to allow unwanted, but permitted, uses to be elimi-
nated. Also, in the process of creating a special 
Conference/Tourism Zoning District in our compre-
hensive plan  we believed the proposed change to 
have inadequate restrictions. There were many ongo-
ing problems with Rockwall Farm, primarily because it 
was given conditioned conventional business zoning.  
Some of the problems were partially resolved when 
the PC approved their Preliminary Plat.

There were two other cases of conditioning zoning. A 
Payday Loan use was eliminated from a conventional 
office zone in East Lawrence.  Also a conventional 
RSO (Residence Office) district near Haskell Univer-
sity was conditioned for a student center.  One of our 
main arguments against conditioning zoning has since 
been resolved by showing the conditioned districts on 
the Zoning District Map in a way that distinguishes 
them from other conventional districts. We are also 
concerned that conditioning conventional zoning may 
not be legal based on State Planning Law.  If this were 
found to be true in court it could result in the condi-
tioned districts reverting back to their unconditioned 
state leading to very negative effects on the surround-
ing neighborhoods. 

Preserving original lots and houses in the Oread 
Neighborhood. We asked that the original small lots 
be preserved so as to prevent the redevelopment of 
the historic housing.  Because the revised Oread 
Neighborhood Plan did this, the main issues for us 
then became controls on “Boarding Houses,” many of 
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which were used by 
fraternities as “party 
houses.”  This issue 
went to the City 
Commiss ion (CC) 
which sent it back to 
the PC where the 
t ighter restr ict ions 
recommended by the 
CC are now being 
studied.

Lack of public input 
and access to appeal.  

Site Planning in several cases became an issue when 
lack of proper notification created problems for the 
public on the availability and timing of the right to ap-
peal a site plan to the City Commission.  Site Planning 
had been changed in the Code to require only admin-
istrative approval by the Planning Director, but public 
notification of the proper appeal method and timing 
was not clear. 

Another issue was a Special Use Permit for Adaptive 
Reuse of historic properties for a Bed and Breakfast 
(B&B)  use.  The Code requires that either the B&B 
be owner-occupied or that it obtain a business license 
from the State.  The issue disappeared when the 
owners decided to occupy the house as a B&B,  
thereby eliminating the problem.  In still another situa-
tion, administrative approval with an uncertain appeals 
process has become potentially a problem for the 
public in the case of a question of Code interpreta-
tion where a formal “Written Interpretation” from the 
Planning Director is requested.  

Allowing multiple residential buildings on single lots.  
One major historic problem with our planning ad-
ministration in Lawrence has been that when mistakes 
in interpretation are made by staff or the PC, these 
mistakes become the rule and are subsequently con-
tinued.   In Multiple Family (RM) districts it has be-
come habitual for some developers to build many 
residential buildings on a single lot in conventional 
zoning districts.  The Planned Development Overlay 
District (PD) was designed for large lot development 
with multiple buildings, but a PD is not a conventional 
district. The problems that are created by selling off 
individual buildings on unplatted parcels in these con-
ventional large lot developments has raised many legal 

questions for us, but the real problems occur for the 
buyers.  The reason is because the utilities and access 
ways to individual buildings are privately owned and 
maintained and the construction standards of these 
access ways to individual buildings are for driveways 
rather than streets, resulting in substandard develop-
ments.  Details such as landscaping and storm drain-
age may be ignored. As the development ages, repair 
and maintenance may become too difficult for the 
individual property owners, even collectively. This po-
tential situation was again approved  in October when 
developers of a large project on the southwest corner 
of 31st and Kasold presented its concept plan as 
mainly one large lot, and requested multiple family 
rezoning. We sent a letter on this. 

Staff interpretation. The last letter we sent in 2009 
(December) concerned the staff interpretation of the 
impact of a large commercial addition to “The Mer-
cato,” an already very large future commercial devel-
opment north of 6th Street immediately east of K-10.  
The rezoning request was for a conventional CC400 
District.  This district has no guarantees or controls on 
its commercial uses other than its permitted uses.  
Because the applicant was proposing the rezoning for 
two new “big box” stores, and the impact analysis the 
applicant presented indicated no adverse affect on 
existing commercial uses Downtown, the staff rec-
ommended approval.  We asked that the PC require 
the area be a Planned Development, or if not, that it 
be conditioned to limit it to the applicant’s proposed 
uses. Also, we asked that the traffic controls for the 
area be applied now.  

For readers who would like to 
see the Staff Reports, as well as 
our letters, these are available on 
t h e w e b a t 
http://www.ci.lawrence.ks.us/pds/   
Both the current and archived 
complete Planning Commission 
Agendas and Staff Reports, in-
cluding minutes and correspon-
dence from the present back  to 
2005, can be downloaded from 
the above website. 

The March, ‘10  Land Use Com-
mittee meeting was canceled.
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2010 Council for the
League of Women Voters of Kansas

May 1      Law Day              Manhattan Kansas K-State Student Union

Honorable Marla Luckert,          Honorable Carol Beier,          Honorable Henry Green,
Justice                                         Justice                                      Judge

Kansas Supreme Court              Kansas Supreme Court           Kansas Court of Appeals
 Join Three Distinguished Jurists for the Luncheon Panel Discussion

 “So You Want to Be A JUDGE?
Adding Diversity to Kansas’ Fair and Impartial Courts”

Lunch and Program 11:30
Public invited (Students encouraged to come)

Greetings at 9:00 a.m. from the Institute for Civic Discourse and Democracy        
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kansas League of Women Voters Council  
Saturday, May 1, 2010   

8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
K-State Student Union, Second Floor, Big 12 Room, Manhattan, KS

REGISTRATION FORM
Registration Deadline:  Mail by April 17, 2010

NAME ______________________________________________   Local League Name_____________________________

Address ______________________________________ City/State/Zip ________________________________________

Phone (______)_____________________ Email __________________________________________________________

Nickname/ Preferred Name on Name Tag (if different than above):  _______________________________________________

The $55 Registration Fee includes a continental breakfast, lunch and convention materials.
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
     
Are you?    _____   LOCAL  LEAGUE  DELEGATE	
 	
 $55 per person	
 Are you:   /_/  State LWV Officer
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
  	
 /_/  State LWV Board
	
     _____   STATE  LWVK  DELEGATE 	
 	
 $55 per person	
 	
 /_/  Local League President
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
  	
 /_/  Local League Officer	

                 _____    NON-VOTING  ATTENDEE (Full Day)	
 $55 per person 	
 	
 /_/  Local League Member

	
     _____   ATTENDING LUNCH ONLY  	
 	
 $25 per person
Note:  Each League is allotted one voting delegate for every 15 members but may send as many members or guests as it chooses.

Payment should be included with your Registration Form.

LUNCH  Entree:   Which do you prefer?   _________ Chicken            ________ Vegetarian Lasagna

Mail completed Registration Form and payment by April 17 to:   
League of Women Voters – Manhattan/Riley County

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Post Office Box 835
Manhattan, KS  66505

Registration contacts in Manhattan:  Karen Mayse (karenluvsjazz@cox.net) or Linda Morse (LBIT@ksu.edu)  

Refunds:  Refunds to Local Leagues are available only for meals, when delegates cannot attend due to illness and when the Council financial records show an excess 
of funds after expenditures.   
Parking:  A brand new parking garage has opened adjacent to the K-State Union on the south with the hourly rate posted at each entrance.  Public parking is free 
on Saturdays in the other parking lots on the campus within a short two-block walking distance east or west of the K-State Union.  
Hotel Reservations:   A block of rooms is reserved at the HOLIDAY INN at the Campus, directly across the street south of the K-State Union at the 
intersection of 17th Street and Anderson Avenue.  To reserve discounted non-smoking room -call (785) 539-7531 by March 30, 2010 and mention the League of 
Women Voters Council Meeting. Those staying at the Holiday Inn are invited to park in the hotel parking lot throughout the meeting.  
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Member Survey Page 2
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The League year runs from April 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011.  If your dues expired on March 31, 2010, it’s time to 
pay them now.  Members who fail to pay dues in the first six months of the fiscal year will be listed as “inactive”. 

How do you know if you owe dues?   Members’ “expiration dates” are printed just above your name on Voter 
mailing labels.   If you get your Voter electronically, you may call Marjorie Cole, database manager, to learn your ex-
piration date.   Those of you who have been League members for fifty years or more (expiration date 2050) are 
Life Members and owe no dues. 

How much are dues? Dues are $50 for individuals and $75 for households (until and unless an increase is voted 
for at the Annual Meeting, April 18.) High school student dues are $25.   You may mail your check to LWV at PO 

Box 1072, Lawrence, KS 66044, or bring them with you to the Annual Meeting. 

What if you didn’t pay dues last year?  If your dues expired March 31, 2009, you were offi-
cially “inactive” last year. Dues you pay now will return you to the active list for the 2010-
2011 year. 

Dues scholarships are available! If you know someone who requires— or 
deserves— a full or partial dues scholarship, please call one of the co-
presidents or the treasurer to apply.  All applications are kept confidential.
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Make Our Spring Even Brighter - Join the League!

Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas 
County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are 
used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The 
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.  Dues paid after September will be prorated. The date listed above your name on the 
address label on your VOTER is the date through which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

✁------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________	
	
 	
 	
  _____ Joining	
    _____ Renewing through March 31, 2011
	
 	

	
 ____ Individual Membership ($50)	
  _____ Household Membership ($75)

	
 ____ Student Membership ($20) -    University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
       Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

	
 	

	
 I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv?	
 	
 Yes	
 	
 No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed? 	
 	
 Printed	
    	
 Emailed

It’s time to pay your dues! 




