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The VOTER

Naturalization Ceremony. Dole Institute of Politics, 2350 Petefish Drive.10:30 amMonday, 
Sept. 14th

Drinking League-ally.  Henry’s Upstairs, 11 E. 8th Street. Bring a friend!7:00 pmThursday, 
August 20th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 
901 Iowa St.

7:00 pmSaturday,
August 22nd

League Issues Meeting: Topic TBA.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont 
Street

VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to 
lightwatcher@gmail.com.

10:00 amSaturday, 
Sept. 19th

9:00 pmFriday, 
August 30th

LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  
All League members are welcome to attend.

7:00 pmThursday,
August 11th

LEAGUE CALENDAR

 Bulletin of the LWV of Lawrence-Douglas County, KS • Volume 57, No. 3
  

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

®

Co-Presidents: Kay Hale 843-2784 kayhale @ sunflower.com
Diane Oakes 832-0443 doakes120 @ yahoo.com

Membership: Brooke Goc 917-1291 brookegoc @ gmail.com
Voter Editor: Ruth Lichtwardt 841-5419 lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     http://www.lawrenceleague.com National League: http://www.lwv.org
State League:     http://www.lwvk.org        lwvks@sbcglobal.net        

This is not an election year, but your League is on the move.  

Last week, Lee Ann Duver, Chair of the Voter Services Committee and Kay visited the Doug-
las County Clerk, Jamie Shew.  The purpose of our meeting was to ask about a new Kansas 
statute, which provides for pre-election voting opportunities for registered voters, who reside 
in certain nursing facilities.  The statute calls for a special election board to administer ballots in 
nursing  facilities  that  agree to participate.   There is some leeway for how to implement  this
law and Jamie invited the League to provide input.  He plans to have developed an implementation plan by Janu-
ary.  

Advocacy is a high priority at all levels of the League - local, state and U.S.  Carol Jacobson, a new member of the 
Lawrence League has been asked to advocate for campaign finance reform on behalf of LWVK and our local 
League.  Her goal is to implement the Action Resolution on this issue adopted at the LWVK Convention on May 
3rd.  (See June VOTER)  We plan to submit a letter to the editor on this topic.

Health care reform is a priority legislative issue for the League of Women Voters.   League members have received 
information from LWV-US about how to contact their Representative or Senator about this issue.  We encour-
age you to take action now.  (continued)

A  Note  from Co-Presidents Kay Hale & Diane Oakes



Mark Tallman, Asst. Executive Director of the Kansas 
Association of Local School Boards and Rick Doll, Su-
perintendent of the Lawrence Public Schools, pre-
sented information about education funding at the 
League Issues Meeting on July 25th.

As a member of the League of Women Voters  you 
are a joiner.  If you fit the profile of typical “joiners,” 
you likely belong to three to five other organizations as 
well.  The reasons you join vary: to explore a particular 
topic,  to share a skill,  to advocate,  to enhance social 
networking or  to provide a service to the community.  
The organizations you join reflect the diversity of your 
interests and may vary greatly in purpose, structure, 
dues,  etc.   But they all share one characteristic: no 
matter what organization you join, at some point you 
will be invited to participate in carrying out the 
mission.   The question then becomes, “will you be a 
doing for or a doing with member?”
It should come as no surprise to learn that in today’s 
hyper active world people are opting for doing for 
memberships.   Doing-for members honor their organ-
izational commitments through their financial contribu-
tions.   By paying membership fees and providing chari-
table contributions doing-for members play a critical role 
in the success of the organization. However, doing-for 
members often report lower levels of satisfaction with 
their memberships than doing with members.
Doing-with members contribute their time, as well as 

their dollars.   These are the folks who do whatever it 
takes to make the organization viable.   They invest 
their time and talents and connect with their commu-
nity in ways that matter.  In exchange for their efforts, 
they report high levels of personal satisfaction, feel con-
nected and cared for, and benefit from the social net-
works they develop.
The League has numerous opportunities for you to 
reap the benefits of a doing-with membership.  If you 
have not been an active volunteer, now is the perfect 
time to make the transition. Simply follow the three 
easy steps below:

1. Do what you love!   Life is too short to 
spend time volunteering for tasks or projects that don’t 
reflect your passions.  Think about what brings you joy.  
Are you an avid reader? Cook? Gardener? Gossip? Or-
ganizational phenomenon? Orator?  Artist? Talker? Lis-
tener? Writer?  Almost any passion can be translated to 
a volunteer opportunity. Identify your skills, then think 
about the activities in which the League engages and 
how your talents might be used. 

2. Match your passion to the project!  Like to 
listen?  Do you enjoy observing group dynamics and fol-
lowing processes? Then the Observer Corps is calling 
your name.   Are you a writer?  The League is looking 
for volunteers to serve on the new communications 
committee where you can help develop press releases, 
Voter articles,  etc.  Are you longing to be the next 
Food Network Star?  Practice your culinary skills by 
“catering” our annual Afternoon with the Legislators or 
coordinating the Helen Fluker Award dinner. Are you 
passionate about politics? Serve on the League Program 
Planning task group and help shape League 
program/policies. Calling all party planners – help wanted 
in planning the 90th Anniversary celebration of the 
League.    Wanting to pitch in but unable to travel to 
meetings?  Help stuff 
envelopes for the 
Fundraising Drive or 
make calls for the 
M e m b e r s h i p  
Committee.  

3. Just Do It! 
At some point, you 
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This promises to be a good year in the League.  Committee chairs have been appointed.  The Board has adopted 
a planning calendar to guide our activities.  Now, we need volunteers!  An article about volunteer opportunities is 
printed elsewhere in this newsletter.  Please consider all of the various opportunities and choose one that is right 
for you.

July League Issues Meeting

doing with or 
doing for...



simply have to stop thinking about it and just do it! Call 
or email Kay Hale (kayhale@sunflower.com) or me 
(doakes120@yahoo.com) and let us know where your 
interest lies, how much time you have and when you 
can get started.  We’ll make certain your talents are put 
to good use!

CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Task groups are now forming to 
plan the following activities:
90th Anniversary Celebration
Helen Fluker Award Dinner
Afternoon with the Legislators
Fund Drive
Membership Drive
League Issues Meetings
January Program Planning Event

Thanks to the efforts of Mary Lou Wright, over two 
thousand dollars have been collected in dues this 
summer!  Dues for the 2009-10 year should be paid in 
April but may be paid until Oct. 1, 2009.  We owe the 
current health of our bank account to Mary Lou’s 
mailings. 
If you think you might owe dues, look at your Voter ad-
dress label.  The date is the time your current mem-
bership expires.  For most League members it should 
be 3/31/10 but life members, members for 50 years or 
more, will have 3/31/50.  There is a form that may be 
used to pay dues in every Voter and we welcome them 
at any time. 

The LWV-US recently awarded a two year grant to 
the state Leagues of Kansas and 
Colorado to underwrite public 
education programs on the im-
portance of an impartial, inde-
pendent, diverse and fair judici-
ary.  On August 29, 2009 the 
League of Women Voters-Ks 
will welcome the Deputy Di-
rector of the US League of 
Women Voters, Zaida 
Arguedas, to Topeka discuss the 

grants.   
Deputy Director Zaida Arguedas will speak about what 
the grant means and what we can do as state/local 
leagues to best utilize grant dollars.  This grant provides 
funds for public programs on impartial courts.   Brooke 
Goc and Elinor Tourtillot have agreed to represent the 
Lawrence League at this historic meeting.  
If you are interested in working on this project, or want 
additional information please contact Kay Hale or Diane 
Oakes.

Kansans will soon receive better insurance coverage for 
mental health treatment because of a law passed by the 
2009 legislature.  This action is the result of many years 
of advocacy by friends and relatives of people with 
mental health and addiction disorders.   
H.B. 2214 amends the Kansas mental health services in-
surance statutes to comply with 
the Federal Parity Act.  Exactly 
what does this accomplish?   Well, 
it eliminates outdated standards.  It 
also provides for equal treatment 
for all mental illnesses to small 
group insurance policies as far as 
annual limits, deductibles, co-pays 
and out of pocket expenses are 
concerned.  The other provisions 
of the bill are too lengthy and too 
complicated to provide here. 
In Kansas and across the nation, funding for mental 
health services has been reduced, year after year.  En-
actment of S.B. 2214 is a bright spot in an otherwise 
grim situation for the mental health community.  
The LWVK advocated for passage of H.B. 2214 through 
collaboration with the Kansas Mental Health Coalition.  
  The LWVK position statement on mental health care 
was adopted at the 2007 LWVK State Convention and 
calls for full insurance parity for mental health care. 
July 9, 2009: 

Kay Hale, Co-President; Marjorie Cole, Treasurer; Elinor 
Tourtellot, Secretary; Brooke Goc, President-Elect; Di-
rectors: Lee Ann Duver, Gary Hale, Aline Hoey, Milton 
Scott met at the Lawrence High School Library.
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Appreciation of 
“AGentle Reminder…” 

Mental Health Parity Bill 
is Passed

Fair and Impartial Judiciary Grant

Highlights of the July Board Meeting



TREASURER’S REPORT: Marjorie again 
presented a clear and concise Treas-
urer’s report that was accepted.  One 
scholarship of $50 was awarded from 
the Dues Scholarship money.  The in-
terest earned comes from our Money 
Market and Stuckey Funds and the 
$31.03 for the June voter was taken 
from the Bulk Mail Fund we have at the 
post office.  The 4th quarter LWVUS 
PMP was paid - half from our General Fund and half 
from our Education Fund.   
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
A motion was approved not to send a letter at this 
time to the editor in reference to the EPA require-
ment for Sunflower Electric to submit an application to 
build a coal burning power plant.
LWVK recently received a two year grant from the 
LWV-US that will go to local leagues to educate the 
public about the importance of an impartial, independ-
ent, diverse and fair judiciary.  The Deputy Director of 
the LWV-US, Zaida Arguedas, will speak about the 
grant in Topeka on August 29th.  Milton, Brooke and 
Elinor will attend.
The 2009 League Day will be held October 16th.
The Board will discuss at the next meeting whether to 
support the Lawrence/Do Co Chapter of the KS 
Equality Commission request for the Lawrence City 
Commission to add Gender Identity as a protected 
category to Chapter X, the Human Rights Ordinance 
of the City Code.
Co-President Kay Hale and Betty Lichtwardt, a mem-
ber of the Land Use Committee,  are scheduled to 
meet with Tom Kern, the new President of the Law-
rence Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Kern has a back-
ground in planning. 
League Issues Meetings: 
Carrie will be in charge of the issue meetings.  The July 
25th issue meeting is on Education Funding in Kansas.  
Brooke has written a press release for this meeting.
Voter Service:
Lee Ann will be talking to Jamie Shew about the possi-
bility of setting up voting booths in community retire-
ment homes and will see if we can leave LWV informa-
tion at the CASA table at the July 16th Lawrence side-
walk sale.
Membership committee:
Brooke reported that the orientation went well and 
that new member Carole Jacobson was at the last 

Drinking League-ally. Pictures of events 
will be up soon.  Brooke addressed 
SAC, a nation wide disability organiza-
tion, about the League.  An email sur-
vey will be sent to our League mem-
bers to reiterate ways to get involved.
Observer Corp:
Aline has a list of area Board meetings 
that could be presented to new mem-
bers who want a way to get involved.

Calendar Review:
There will be a membership drive in August related to 
diversity issues in Lawrence based on League positions. 
It will be a social event with speakers.  No final date has 
been set. Afternoon with the Legislators is tentively set 
for Sunday, December 13.
The LWV will be celebrating its 90th anniversary on 
February 14, 2010.  Volunteers will be asked to partici-
pate on the anniversary committee.  
A nice compliment to Betty Lichtwardt and other 
League members was received from a city official stating 
how much he valued League input.
Marjorie reported that as a result of Mary Lou’s letters 
we have received over $2000 in dues with more com-
ing in. Ideas discussed for the VOTER: Extending the 
next month’s calendar to be in the VOTER, featuring a 
League member and their story and having a section 
asking for volunteers when needed.
             - Elinor Tourtellot, Secretary 

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met on July 18 at 7:00 
PM at the Community Mercantile meeting room to dis-
cuss the Planning Commission (PC) July Agenda for 
their meetings on July 20th and 22nd as well as other 
issues.  We sent two letters to the PC and one to the 
City Commission. 
      The first letter was on PC Agenda Item No. 1, a re-
quest for an Adaptive Reuse Special Use Permit (SUP) 
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Land Use
Committee 
Report 

July 24, 2009



for a Bed and Breakfast (B&B) at 603 
Tennessee. This is located in an Historic 
District in Old West Lawrence in the R5 
Single Family District.  The owners pro-
pose to use only three bedrooms of this 
six-bedroom house as a bed and break-
fast and for it to be operated with a resi-
dent manager.  The Land Development 
Code requires that a 3-bedroom B&B be 
owner-occupied and an “incidental use 
to the principal use.” Otherwise, it must obtain a li-
cense from the State of Kansas to operate as an inn (a 
business).  Our letter objected to not following this re-
quirement, and asked also that the PC would include 
the other Code requirements for a B&B as conditions 
on the SUP: (1) to serve at least one meal a day and 
(2) to place a limit on the number of days that a guest 
be allowed to stay.  Without these limitations the SUP 
could become a rooming house--a multiple family use 

in a single family district. 
      However, the staff in-
terpretation, apparently, is 
that the provisions of the 
Land Development Code 
do not apply in the case of 
an Adaptive Reuse SUP for 
a B&B.  Therefore, a B&B 
can have a resident man-
ager without a state license, 
since the triggering size for 

a commercial B&B is four bedrooms or more.  Out-
come: The staff interpretation is being appealed to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals, and consequently was de-
ferred. Also being appealed is the lack of notification to 
property owners within the 200-ft radius for the hear-
ing before the Historic Resources Commission (HRC), 
which also was interpreted by staff as not being 
required. 
      The second letter was on Item No. 9, 
Amendments to the Development Code 
on Environmentally Sensitive Areas.  The 
original major revision to the LDC was sent 
back to the PC by the City Commission 
and then deferred by the PC pending 
adoption of the new chapter on the envi-
ronment in Horizon 2020, Chapter 16. 
The PC also asked the planning staff to 
“tweak” the current LDC as a stopgap 

measure and return it to the PC this July 
for review.  We sent a letter reiterating 
our objections to the approach that the 
planners were taking and listed some of 
our objections. 
      The current approach to protecting 
sensitive land is so selective that it is inef-
fective. For example, each type of sensi-
tive land is isolated from its actual func-
tioning system and treated as a separate 

entity: streams are limited to a “corridor” of a maximum 
size and separated from their stabilizing environment, 
which often consists of steep, forested slopes that ex-
tend beyond the corridor. The amount of sensitive land 
protected is not related to the greater amount of sen-
sitive land present because its protection is calculated as 
a small percentage (20%) of each individual property 
ownership regardless of ownership size.  Even the same 
type of sensitive land that normally is contiguous can be 
fragmented, separated, and 
treated as required open space 
located in different areas on 
the same property.  Important 
types of sensitive land such as 
steep slopes are not included.  
Land required to be preserved 
by other laws are included in 
the total minimum to be pre-
served here, such as floodways 
and wetlands, regardless of 
other important sensitive areas 
present which, when added together, would exceed 
the minimum quota of 20%. Where development is 
compensated  for by adding to the density elsewhere 
on the property, the increase could become so dense 
that it would obliterate any sensitive land remaining on 
the tract. (One City Commissioner pointed out that 
the sensitive land should be treated separately from re-

quired open space.)
      When we first read the original version 
of the sensitive lands code, there appeared 
to be one alternative section to the other 
severely restricting sections which seemed 
to us a method of preserving sensitive land 
in addition to and in conjunction with the 
other methods of dedicating the required 
open space.  This was the use of building 
envelopes to avoid encroaching on sensi-
tive areas.  This method, we reasoned, 
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could be used with any of the other methods of de-
velopment in addition to, rather than as an alternative 
to dedicating the required open space.   The new 
“tweaked” version eliminates this section and also 
seems to further reduce the amount of sensitive land 
that can be preserved.  Rather than continue in the 
same direction, in our letter we asked that the staff re-
examine the current code and expand their interpre-
tation to allow more effective preservation of sensitive 
land as ecological systems.  We also asked that the PC 
consider methods of compensation such as transfer-
able development rights in place of allowing denser de-
velopment on the same property, and in the interim 

consider requiring a development 
permit.  Outcome: the PC recom-
mended several changes and the 
staff will continue to “tweak,” but 
the overall general direction hasn't 
been changed. 
      The third letter was to the City 
Commission (CC) as a forward to 
our letter sent to the Planning 
Commission in June objecting to 
proposed changes to the parking 
lot internal landscaping require-
ments. We objected to reducing 

the amount of internal landscaping required, as well as 
exempting parking lots of a certain size from any inter-
nal landscaping.  Marci Francisco spoke for the League.  
Outcome: the CC adopted the PC version, but the 
meaning of the subject parking lot dimensions were 
clarified so that (we hope) it is now clear that the area 
of each lot affected by the exemption will be much less 
than the language could have indicated.

July 16, 2009
To:    Members of the House of Representatives
From: Mary G. Wilson, President
Re:    Comprehensive Health Care Reform Legislation
The League of Women Voters welcomes the intro-
duction of America’s Affordable Health Choices Act of 
2009 in the House of Representatives and we urge 
you to support quick action on this essential legislation.  
We believe that it is imperative for Congress to send 
real health care reform to the President for his signa-
ture as soon as possible.

America is facing a health care crisis caused by a combi-
nation of skyrocketing costs 
and an insurance system that 
leaves 47 million of us with-
out any coverage. The cur-
rent health care system is 
endangering both our econ-
omy and our health, and 
voters have made it clear 
that they want change. Ac-
cording to a study reported 
in The New England Journal 
of Medicine, 70 percent of 
Americans surveyed believe 
the health care system 
needs major changes, if not a 
complete overhaul. 
All Americans must have health care coverage, including 
the choice of a quality, affordable public insurance plan.  
It is universal coverage that will determine the humanity 
of our system.  We believe that health care reform leg-
islation must guarantee access to comprehensive and 
essential benefits to all U.S. residents.
But coverage is not enough. We need to provide for 
quality and safety in the health care system.  We believe 
that health care legislation must establish a system-wide 
program to coordinate information, establish best prac-
tices and provide consumers the information they need 
to protect themselves and their families.  It is essential 
that comparative data on treatments, benefits packages 
and medical outcomes be made publicly available so that 
individuals can make informed health decisions and so 
costs can be controlled.
The federal government needs to take additional strong 
action to reduce the costs of health care for individuals, 
businesses and communities.  As a nation, we are 
spending $1 out of every $6 we earn on health care. 
Over the last three decades, increases in the amount 
we spend on health care have consistently risen faster 
than wages and inflation. If nothing is done to control 
costs, we could be spending $3 trillion for health care 
by 2011 and $4.2 trillion by 2016.
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News from LWV-US



The League believes that cost containment measures 
must take place in the context of overall health care 
reform. We must reduce or eliminate the cost-shifting 
that currently exists in health care financing and work 
to streamline the system.  Legislation must provide ef-
fective cost controls, equitable distribution of services 
and allow for efficient and economical delivery of care.  

Offering everyone the choice of a government adminis-
tered health insurance plan like Medicare that would 
compete with private health insurance plans will be key. 
To achieve this kind of comprehensive, system-wide re-
form will take a shared effort by citizens and Congress. 
The League of Women Voters is ready to work with 
you to reach this goal. 
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✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2010

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed? Printed    Emailed

6

12

Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for LWV 
Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two members 
sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  
Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.  Dues paid 
after September will be prorated. The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date 
through which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

   School is never out! We love to educate
ourselves and others. Help us grow our 
knowledge base - Join the League!

Updates to the Directory 
Additions: 

Eva Horn   4633 Muirfield Dr.  Lawrence, KS 66047  331-7764      evahorn@ku.edu 
Linda Gwaltney  2104 Barker  Lawrence, KS 66046  550-2109 

 
Changes or additional data: 

Della Hadley  Della-H@sunflower.com 
Melissa Cook   mcmini@sunflower.com


