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The VOTER

Second League Issues Meeting: “Ex-Offender Reentry into the Community”.  
Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.

10:00 am -
Noon

Saturday,
February 28th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 
901 Iowa St.

7:00 pmSaturday,
February 21st

7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

Candidate Forum.  City Commission Meeting Room, Lawrence City Hall, 6th E. 6th St.  
Sponsored by the Voter Education Coalition

Monday,
February 16th

7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

Thursday,
February 19th

Drinking League-ally Meet & Mingle.  Henry's Upstairs,11 E. 8th St.  Open to the 
public, feel free to bring a friend!

LWV-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 
1901 Louisiana St.   All LWV-DC members are welcome to attend.

7:00 pmThursday, 
February 12th

{|League+\+Calendar|}

A  Note  from President  Carrie  Lindsey
Dear League Members:  I am writing this on the last day of January 2009 from Missis-
sippi.  What an interesting month it has been for those of us who are interested in politics, 
policy and the well-being of government.  The President signed into law two pieces of leg-
islation that are supported by League positions, equal pay and children’s health benefits.  
(Please forgive me for not referencing them specifically; I don’t have much in the way of 
internet service or access to a newspaper at the moment.)  The LWVUS has more infor-
mation about the signing of these bills on their website. 

Please look for dates regarding the upcoming local elections.  We will be putting together a Voter’s Guide for 
both the City Commission and Board of Education races.  PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS.  You 
can mail them to P.O. BOX 1072, 66044 or email them to carrieblindsey@yahoo.com.  Or you can even call 
me and dictate them over the phone – 766-8561. 
 
The League continues to be an ally and steward of good government.  Please help us in our mission by partici-
pating in League events, donating your time and money, allowing us to be a vocal and recognized presence.

Hoops Mania
Thank you to everyone who is participating in our fund drive.  The Jayhawks are doing well, but remember that 
the tickets do not rely on any one team winning.  If everyone helps a little, we can be well on our way towards 
meeting our goals.  Please send in your ticket stubs. Let’s make this a successful fundraising event.   
For more tickets or information contact Paula Schumacher at 785-550-2109 or paulaschumacher@gmail.com.
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The first 2009 League Issues 
meeting held on January 31st was deemed to be a 
success.  More than 35 League members and guests 
attended the event.  A panel of expert speakers pre-
sented: 1) an overview of the history of renewable en-
ergy in Kansas, 2) a description of what is currently 
happening with energy policy in the Kansas Legisla-
ture and 3) a vision of the state’s energy future.   A 
lively discussion took place and positive comments 
were offered at the conclusion of the event.  League 
members were encouraged to contact their legislators 
to urge legislation that would advance development 
of a responsible, comprehensive, state energy plan.  
This must be a priority for the state.  
What’s on the docket for the next League Issues 
meeting?  Well, listen up!
On Saturday February 28th, “Ex-Offender Reentry 
into the Community” will be the topic at the second 
League Issues meeting to be held from 10:00 to noon 
in the Lawrence Public Library auditorium.  Shannon 
Murphy, director of the Douglas Country Reentry 
Program will tell us about ex-offenders who struggle 
to find jobs and housing and suggest timely ways for 
the community to help them. This promises to be an 
interesting discussion.  Please mark you calendar and 
come to this meeting.              - Kay Hale

The Housing 
Authority Board of Commissioners held its monthly 
meeting on January 26 at 5:45 pm at Babcock Place.  
Three Commissioners, Brenda O’Keefe, David Clark, 
and Sonya Johnson were in attendance.  Two com-
missioners, Charlie Dominguez and Bill Fleming, 
were absent.  The Board received the November 2008 

Public Housing Financial Reports and the November 
2008 Clinton Place Reports.  The end of year finan-
cials will be available in February.  The board ap-
proved the consent agenda, which included the execu-
tive director’s report and resolution 1020.  Resolution 
1020 was to approve the submission of a grant to 
HUD for 50 units of section 8 rent assistance in sup-
port of the family unification program.  This provides 
assistance to families for whom lack of adequate 
housing is a primary factor in the separation or poten-
tial separation of children from the family.  The grant 
application is due January 28.
During the regular agenda the board approved the 
Clinton Place operationg budget and the Peterson 
Acres II operating budget.  The board also received an 
update on the Energy Performance Contracting 
proposal.  Prior to the holidays, staff met with Sie-
mens and received information about the type of per-
formance contracts available to Public Housing.  The 
RFP (request for project?) will be presented to the 
board in February. 
The board is holding a study session on Thursday, 
February 19 from 5:45-7:30 pm at Edgewood Homes.  
The next monthly meeting is February 23 at 5:45 pm. 

Board Meeting
January 27, 2009
7:30 a.m. 
Financial Report
Operating revenue for December 

2008 was $651.701.  Fee for Service revenue year to 
date is 13.4% under budget. Year to date total reve-
nue is 2.7% under budget.  Fifty percent of the cut to 
the FY 2009 State grant funding was taken in Decem-
ber 2008.  This was a reduction of $33.676.  Total ex-
penses for December 2008 were $732.434.  This re-
sulted in a net loss of $80,734. 
Nominating Committee & Awards and Cita-
tions Committee
The nominating committee plans to expand.  Doug 
Stevens is chair, Carol Hatton is secretary/treasurer 
and Ken McGovern agreed to stay on the committee.  
The awards and citation committee is headed by 
David Ambler.  The recipients of the Pioneer Award 
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and the Lynn Smith service are chosen by the 
board. 
Software Product Purchase
CEO David Johnson recommended purchas-
ing a power face software product to better in-
tegrate finance and health records.  The pre-
sent software used by Bert Nash is good, according to 
David, until there is a glitch. He believes that the 
software being considered is the best for Bert Nash, 
the most flexible available, and costs $50,000.  Once 
it is owned and operating it could produce revenues 
for Bert Nash in the future.  There are many questions 
to be answered such as, operating costs, legal issues, 
budget increases. A decision to purchase the software 
needs to be made within 30-45 days.   
Budget
The Kansas Senate Ways and Means Committee 
made a $300 million across the board 
budget cut for this fiscal year. This is a 
challenge for SRS whose expenditures are 
matched by Medicaid.  Bert Nash needs to 
consider what changes to make if the State 
cuts continue.  David recommends that 
cutbacks at Bert Nash could include people who don’t 
pay, with the exception of those in crisis.  He sug-
gests having a summit with other impacted organiza-
tions to consider what to do. 
Search Committee Report
Bert Nash is searching for a Director of Development.

      The Land Use Committee met at the Commu-
nity Mercantile meeting room on Saturday, January 
24 at 7:00 PM.  The Committee discussed the  items 
on the Planning Commission Agenda and the pend-
ing consideration of two other issues by the 
City Commission..  We sent two letters 
and planned to make a statement before the 
City Commission regarding the Protection 
Standards for Environmentally Sensitive 
Areas in Article 7 and 11 of the new Land 
Development Code.
      The first letter concerned a rezoning to 

RMO (multi-family office) for a second build-
ing to be built on a 3-acre lot owned and used 
by the existing Sunshine Acres Preschool and 
to be used as administrative offices for the 
operators of the school, Kansas Family and 
Children's Foundation.  Because our Subdivi-

sion Regulations weren't written to accommodate 
more than one building on a lot, we asked that in the 
event the lot were to be subdivided in the future, that 
separate access for the office building be anticipated 
now so that it wouldn't be landlocked by having no 
frontage on or access to a public street..  Outcome: 
the Planning Commission asked about the situation, 
but took no action because our letter concerned a pol-
icy problem that we hope will be addressed in the fu-
ture.
      The second letter concerned a “corporate retreat” 

called Rockwall Farms proposed to be lo-
cated on 300-some acres of mostly rough 
and heavily wooded land located southeast 
of Lecompton, north of the Farmers' Turn-
pike and  west of the K-10/Turnpike Inter-
change.  The developers were requesting 

rezoning to a county B-2 (General Business District) 
on 52 ? acres.  They had received a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) for this use previously, but were seeking 
the more stable zoning because a CUP expires in ten 
years.  The problem  we saw with the request, as also 
did the staff,  was that the B-2  business district per-
mits many more uses than just what the developers  
were requesting.  However, the alternate solutions 
suggested by staff included conditioning this conven-
tional zoning to eliminate all but a few of the permit-
ted uses on the site.  We have objected to attempting 
to condition conventional zoning this way because it is 
contrary to State law and has never been tested in 
court.  We also pointed out the problems with another 
suggestion by staff of conditioning the use with both 
the B-2 zoning and a CUP because the CUP has the 
function of conditioning uses that would not ordinarily 
be permitted rather than eliminating permitted uses to 

all but a specific few. The County Attorney 
also pointed out that Douglas County 
Zoning Regulations don't permit condition-
ing conventional zoning this way.  A copy 
of our letter appears in the 
“Correspondence” portion of the January 
Planning Commission Agenda and Staff 
Report website under Item 8,  
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http://www.lawrenceks.org/ 
p lann ing/document s/pc -
agenda-Jan09-Full.pdf.   Out-
come: The Planning Commis-
sion deferred action on the is-
sue with instructions to the de-
velopers to work out dis-

agreements  with the neighboring property owners. 
We also discussed two other issues and possible ac-
tion that we might take. 
      At their early morning January 26th meeting, the 
County Commission was scheduled to discuss re-
consideration of the resolution adopting Chapter 7, 
Horizon 2020.  They were most concerned about the 
lack of protection for Class 1 and Class 2 prime 
farmland soils.  We had sent several letters on the 
Chapter 7, “Industrial and Employment Related 
Land Use,” objecting to the lack of specificity of the 
criteria  required  for locations of such intensive uses 
in the unincorporated Douglas County that would al-
low their being on scattered sites, the effect of  which 
would attract random residential growth.  
The County Commission voted 2 to 1 to re-
scind this resolution adopting the current ver-
sion of Chapter 7, and presumably this issue 
will return to the Planning Commission.   We 
have been appealing to the Planning Com-
mission and our governing bodies to consider 
Transferable Development Rights as an alternative 
means of preserving prime farmland and open space.
      The second issue we discussed was our response 
to the proposed text amendments to the Land Devel-
opment Code for Preservation of Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas.  A new Section 20-1109 will replace 
the Section 20-1101(d) with more specific regulations, 
and modify Article 7 on Planned Development and 
Cluster Development.  We have sent several letters 
on these amendments, but the most recent text ver-
sion has the worst modification so far:  the require-
ment that only 10% of sensitive areas in a Planned 
Development must be preserved outside of “critical” 
areas (which category includes only major streams, 
slopes of 40% and other land that has to be preserved 
under other laws--floodways and wetlands).  Forests 

and prairies are expendable.  
The City Commission will 
consider adoption of this zon-
ing code text amendment  on 
February 10.

Obama Signs Presidential Memos for Govern-
ment Transparency, Openness
Washington, DC – The League of Women Voters 
today applauded President Obama's bold steps to-
ward creating a more open and transparent federal 
government on his first day in office.
"To make a commitment to transparency on day one 
demonstrates that the Obama Administration is pre-
pared to improve the way Washington works for all 
Americans," said Mary G. Wilson, League of Women 

Voters President. 
"Given the gravity of the issues facing our na-
tion, the League is encouraged by the admini-
stration's strong recognition of the need to in-
crease public access to the governmental deci-
sions and policies that affect all Americans," 
Wilson stated.

"The two memos that President Obama signed about 
development of an Open Government Directive and 
changing the way the federal government interprets 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) are significant 
first steps," said Wilson. "The League and other good 
government groups have been calling for just these 
kinds of actions for several years now."
"The League looks forward to continuing in our long-
held tradition of ensuring Americans have access to 
their elected officials and the policy actions that affect 
all our lives," Wilson added.  "Access to this informa-
tion allows citizens to hold their government account-
able at the local, state and national level."
"Our grassroots membership network is active on the 
issues of transparency and open-
ness in government," noted 
Wilson.  "We are a partner in Sun-
shine Week, a national initiative to 
foster a dialogue about the impor-
tance of open government and free-
dom of information. This year Sun-
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shine Week will be March 15-21, 2009 and will fea-
ture an impressive list of national and local events," 
Wilson stated.  "The League's Education Fund will 
also be conducting Freedom of Information (FOI) 
audits in ten communities this spring as part of our 
Citizen Initiative for Transparency project to monitor 
and advocate for open government at all levels."
"Moving forward, we encourage the Obama Admin-
istration and the 111th Congress to work together 
with citizens to create a democracy that is more open 
and accessible to all.  The League is energized and 

ready to work with the 
Obama Administration and 
our elected officials in bring-
ing about a government that 
is respected and trusted by 
all," concluded Wilson.

League Action on 
Climate Change 

The League was at the fore-

front of efforts to curb climate changes this month, 
urging the incoming 111th Congress to take quick and 
strong action by supporting a cap on greenhouse gas 
emissions and demand a stronger proposal than that 
recently put forth by the USCAP coalition. Addition-
ally, the League released useful fact sheets on climate 
change.

League Urges House to Reauthorize SCHIP
The League sent a letter to members of the House of 
Representatives this month, urging them to support 
reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insur-
ance Program (SCHIP).

California League Challenges 
Proposition 8 

The League of Women Voters of 
California filed an amicus brief this 
month with the California Supreme 
Court, supporting the legal chal-
lenge against Proposition 8.
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{|\Be+|+a+|+Sweetheart=-=Join+|+the+|+League!\|}
Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for 
LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two 
members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas 
and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and 
ends March 31.  The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through 
which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2009

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed as a PDF file? Printed    PDF
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