
 

February 2010,  page 1 League 90th Anniversary Issue                   

League Day at the Capital.  Topeka. Location TBA.TBA
Saturday, 
May 8th

LWVL-DC Annual Meeting.  Maceli’s. 1031 New Hampshire St.11:30 am
Sunday, 
April 18th

Helen Fluker Award Nominations due.  Friday, 
February 26th

LWV 90th Anniversary Reception.  The Castle Tea Room. 1307 Massachusetts Street. RSVP 
by February 11th.

6:00 pm -
8:00 pm

Thursday, 
February 18th

League Issues Meeting: Disability Rights.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.  10:00 am
Saturday, 
March 27th

League Issues Meeting: Homelessness.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St. 10:00 am - 
Noon

Saturday,
February 13th

Helen Fluker Open Government Award Luncheon.  Smith Center at Brandon Woods. 11:30 amSaturday, 
March 13th

VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to 
lightwatcher@gmail.com.

9:00 pmFriday, 
February 26th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 7:00 pmSaturday, 
February 20th

LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  All League 
members are welcome to attend.  7:00 pm

Thursday,
February 11th

LEAGUE CALENDAR

The VOTER
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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 
active participation of citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

®

A  Note  from Co-President Kay Hale
Greetings!  I am happy to be home after my one-month stay in California.  I had a vacation 
from Lawrence and from the League and now I am ready to get down to business.  First I 
want to thank my Co-President and members who so capably took care of League affairs in 
my absence.  I am grateful to them for their effort and commitment to the organization. 
���������������������������

The next big event for LWV members is our 90th Anniversary Reception to be held at the 
historic Castle Tea Room February 18th.  In addition  to  wine, food  and  music, participants 

Co-Presidents: Kay Hale 843-2784 kayhale @ sunflower.com
Diane Oakes 832-0443 doakes120 @ yahoo.com

Membership: Brooke Goc 917-1291 brookegoc @ gmail.com
Voter Editor: Ruth Lichtwardt 841-5419 lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     http://www.lawrenceleague.com National League: http://www.lwv.org
State League:     http://www.lwvk.org        lwvks@sbcglobal.net        

will enjoy seeing the beautifully restored facility.   A lift is now available to accommodate those who need assis-
tance entering the building.   Watch your mail box for your 90th Anniversary Reception invitation., and please 
RSVP by February 15th.

On a more serious note, I call your attention to a matter of great concern.  That is the Supreme Court decision in 
Citizens V. FEC.  The LWVUS called this decision a tragic mistake. According to Mary Wilson, LWVUS President, the 
Court’s decision “has created a new constitutional right for corporations to spend unlimited amounts of money 
to support or oppose candidates at every level of government. This throws out the protections against corporate 
and union spending in elections that have served our democracy.”   (con’t.)



In keeping with League tradition of education and ad-
vocacy, we will celebrate with the launch of a series of 
programs in support of our national organization’s 
campaign: Safeguarding U.S. Democracy: A Quest for a 
More Diverse Judiciary over the next two years we will 
team up with the League of Women Voters of Kansas 
ans seven other local Leagues across the state to tacke 
the question of “Does the Kansas judiciary reflect the 
diversity of our state? If not, why not?” For more infor-
mation go to www.lwv.org.fair andimpartialcourts. 

90th Anniversary Reception
Thursday, February 18, 2010

6:00 to 8:99 p.m.
Castle Tea Room

1307 Massachusetts

RSVP by February 15th to 
Diane Oakes 785-832-0443. or 

doakes120@yahoo.com

The Safeguarding U.S. Democracy: A Quest for a More 
Diverse Judiciary campaign, including our reception, is 
sponsored by grant funding from the Education Fund 
of the League of Women Voters of the United States 
and the Transparency and Integrity Fund of the Open 
Society institute.

The League of Women 
Voters grew out of the 
long struggle to achieve the 

vote for women.  The fight for equal suffrage was 
waged on two levels – state-by-state and at the federal 
level.  Women worked in their home states to get leg-
islatures to enact suffrage bills or to pass state constitu-
tional amendments, and at the same time efforts were 
under way to pass a national constitutional 

amendment.  Kansas Women were part of the suffrage 
battle. 
A League of Women Voters was first proposed at the 
last convention of the National Suffrage Association 
meeting in St. Louis by Carrie Chapman Catt, its 
president.  Formal organization of the National League 
of Women Voters took place in Chicago on February 
14, 1920.  The next morning the group assembled for 
the first session of the first school in Citizenship lead by 
Ms. Catt.  A Kansas attendee, Anna Steeze Richardson, 
recalls Catt’s opening remarks: “Women must redeem 
their promise to develop an intelligent electorate 
among the members of their sex.  And to do this they 
must know their government, their rights and obliga-
tions as voters and their political candidates.   

From the very beginning, the League was an 
activist, grassroots organization whose leaders 
believed that citizens should play a critical role 
in advocacy.  The League founders believed 
that maintaining a nonpartisan stance would 
protect the fledging organization from be-
coming mired in the party politics of the day.  
League members were encouraged to be po-
litical in their role as private citizens. This is still 
true today. 

Over the past ninety years, the national League has 
conducted literally thousands of candidate forums, 
adopted hundreds of position statements, and advo-
cated at all levels of government.  Numerous changes 
have been made over the years.  One important 
change is that men are welcomed as members and 
serve in leadership positions. The League has a long and 
illustrious history.  We have much to celebrate on our 
90th Anniversary. 
Source: History of the League of Women Voters of 
Kansas.

If you joined the 
League in the past few 
years your “join date” 
is a part of your listing 
on the National 
League Roster.  Before 
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To quote Mary Wilson, “If ever there was a moment when our democracy needed to work for all citizens, not 
greedy corporations or power-hungry special interests, this is it.!”

Please Join Us in Celebrating the 
90th Anniversary of the League 

of Women Voters! 

Birth of 
the League

Do You Remember When You 
Joined the League? 



that, such data was not kept.  Now the 
National Roster is asking us to try to fill in 
“join dates”.  We don’t need the exact 
month and day, but it would be good to 
have the year.  (Someday, who knows, 
you may be a fifty-year member.) 
You can help complete our roster by 
sending the approximate year you joined,  
(either here or elsewhere) to 
nobledog@aol.com or mail to LWV, PO 
Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044. 

        - Marjorie Cole, Database Manager

But it's not too late to get Hoops Mania 
tickets and get in on some extra March 

Madness. Contact Marjorie Cole or Paula Schumacher 
today!

This Month’s League Issues 
Meeting: HOMELESSNESS

10:00 a.m. February 13th, Lawrence Public Library
Speakers will be Heather Hoy, Director of Homeless-
ness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Department at 
the Lawrence Douglas County Housing Authority.   
She will discuss this newly funded program and its tar-
get recipients.  Loring Henderson, Executive Director 
of the Lawrence Community Shelter will discuss mov-
ing the shelter’s location and the challenges they en-
countered. 

League Forum on the Lawrence 
Transit System�

The League sponsored a forum on the Lawrence 
Transit System featuring Bob Nugent, Public Transit 
Administrator, at the Lawrence Public Library on the 
morning of January 23. 
Nugent provided an update on the local transit sys-
tem overhaul, focusing on base and peak system rec-
ommendations.  The good news: Since the KU and 
city transit merge T ridership numbers are up but 
costs are not. 
“This is a zero-sum game,” Nugent said, explaining 
that spending is comparable to pre-merge costs, and a 
little less in some areas.  “It’s like spreading peanut 

butter… match service to demand then 
find more demand.” 
Expanded demand-response (i.e., pre-
scheduled pick-ups similar to the T-lift serv-
ice) is one of the strategies under consid-
eration to support route revisions.  Tar-
geting middle school students will be tactic 
for expanding ridership.  As the Transit sys-
tem seeks to improve services, however, 
public patience will be important. 
Nugent acknowledged that the current 

40-minute schedule is complicated.  He hopes this 
problem will be addressed by migrating to 30/60-minute 
bus services – a goal that he said “may take moving 
some things around.” 
League members learned about factors complicating 
the process.  Certain roads are off-limits for bus routes 
because the city has to plan for the weight of a 40-foot 
bus: 15 tons.  Concrete cost per shelter is one thou-
sand dollars - too much to spend until the routes are fi-
nalized. 
Transportation was in the top three potential study 
topics identified by League members during the 
program-planning meeting held just prior to the forum.  
Study topics will be up for member vote at the annual 
meeting on April 18.  For more information on the 
Lawrence Transit System, please visit: 
www.lawrencetransit.org.  The LWV-L/DC’s position 
on public transportation and bikeways is available at 
lawrenceleague.com/pos pubtrans.html.  - Brooke Goc

League Takes Action on 
Campaign Finance Reform 

A new bill has been introduced on Campaign Finance 
Reform in the 2010 Kansas Legislative Session. Senate 
Bill No. 418, sponsored by State Senator Terrie 
Huntington, R-Fairway, would bring political campaign 
issue ads and robo-calls under the Kansas Campaign Fi-
nance Act. 
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Whoops! Nothing your 
valentine needs?

Hoops Mania tickets will 
do the deed!

Time  is  running  out  --  
get  your  HoopsMania  
tickets!    Last  chance!

Give your 

valentine tickets 

for Hoops,

and then he'll 

know it's love, 

gad zooks!



A hearing by the Senate Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee on February 3, 2010, will determine if S.B. 418 will 
be sent to the Senate Floor for a vote. Kay Hale will 
present testimony on behalf of the League of Women 
Voters of Kansas in support of Senate Bill No. 418:  
This bill would implement the LWVK Action Resolu-
tion on Campaign Finance Reform adopted at the an-
nual meeting on May 2, 2009. 
To access this bill, search the internet with the phrase, 
“Kansas Legislature Bills”. Enter the number 418 where 
asked, “Search by Bill Number”. Click on “Get Full Text 
of Bill”. 
If Lawrence/Douglas County LWV members wish to 
offer support for S.B. No.418, please contact Senator 
Vicki Schmidt at 78-296-7374, or 
Vicki.Schmidt@senate. ks.gov
Here’s a statement for you to draw upon in making 
your request:   
 - Senate Bill No. 418 would facilitate greater transparency 
in campaign electioneering.  We encourage you, the Sen-
ate Ethics and Election Committee, to support this legisla-
tion. 
 - Our interest is to improve methods of financing political 
campaigns, combat political corruption and undue influ-
ence, enable candidates to compete more equitably for 
public office and promote citizen participation in the politi-
cal process.  - Carol Jacobson 

KS Justice to Face Ouster 
Campaign

Excerpted from Gavel Grab
Author: Peter Hardin January 26th, 2010

Justice Carol Beier of the Kansas Supreme Court faces 
an ouster campaign based on her writing of abortion 
rulings on behalf of the court’s majority.
Kansans for Life will campaign against the justice’s re-
election this fall, its executive director said, according to 
an article in ABA Journal.
State Rep. Marti Crow, a Democrat and a supporter of 
abortion rights, told the Associated Press the effort 
amounted to a “vendetta” against Justice Beier, and “It 
hurts the independence of the justice system, which is 
very key to everybody’s rights.”
VOTER Contributor’s comment: If KFL is successful, Beier 
would be the first Supreme Court Justice to lose a re-
tention vote. A retention vote asks Kansans to mark 
“yes” or “no” to retain a justice.

for Helen Fluker Open 
Government Award

Deadline: Feb. 26, 2010
If you have been considering 
nominating someone for the 
Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 
Government Award, please do so 

before the deadline.
And be sure to mark your calendar for the luncheon on 
March 13, 2010.
Any Douglas County resident can nominate another 
resident for the Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 
Government Award.   
 
The nominee should be a Douglas County resident 
over age 18, whose efforts may have promoted im-
provement in government. The nominee could have 
accomplished improvement in government in a variety 
of ways, such as: 
    • attempting to increase citizen participation in 
government,    
    • educating the public about an issue,  
    • working toward more “open” government,  
    • being involved in the community in ways that lead 
to better political decision-making.
You my use the Nomination Form on page, and  may 
add up to three pages of supporting information.  For 
additional information, refer to the January Voter or call 
committee chairperson, Marguerite Lohrenz (865-
0195).

Highlights of the January 
Board Meeting

PRESENT:  Co-President Diane Oakes, Marjorie Cole, 
Treasurer, Elinor Tourtellot, Secretary, Brooke Goc, 
President-Elect, James Dunn, Aline Hoey, Carrie Lindsey 
and Marguerite Lohrenz.
ABSENT:  Lee Ann Duver, Gary Hale, Kay Hale, Co-
President and Milton Scott, Vice-President. 
The meeting was called to order by Diane at 6:00 p.m. 
starting with the announcements until a quorum was 
present.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1.  Diane and the board recognized the success of the 

February 2010,  page 4 League 90th Anniversary Issue                   

League of Women Voters of Lawrence-Douglas County

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
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League of Women Voters of Lawrence-Douglas County

Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award
Nomination Form

Name of Nominee: _____________________________________________________________

Title/Organization (if applicable): ___________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _______________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Please indicate below or attach a statement explaining why you feel this nominee should be considered for the 
Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Government Award. Please feel free to attach up to three additional sheets 
to this form.

Your Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Title/Organization (if applicable): ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________ Phone: _____________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

This form may be copied if you wish to make more than one nomination. 
Please send completed forms by February 26, 2010 to:

Helen Fluker Award Selection Committee
League of Women Voters Lawrence-Douglas County, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044-1072

Criteria:
The nominee must be a Douglas County resident over age 18, and their efforts (volunteer or as an ex-
tension of their work duties) must have promoted improvement in government. They could have ac-
complished this in a variety of ways, such as attempting to increase citizen participation in government; 
educating the public about an issue; working toward more “open” government; or otherwise being in-
volved in ways which represent the principles that lead to better political decision-making.



Afternoon with the Legislators in December. 
2.  The 90th Anniversary Reception will be held on 
February 17 at the Castle Tea Room.   Diane reported 
that the  National League has sent the first  installment 
of the grant.  She has sent "save the date" electronic e-
mails to the Douglas County Members of the Judicial 
Nominating Commission, the officers of the Douglas 
County Bar Association, the President of the Women 
Judicial Bar Association and two senior KU Law School 
faculty members.     
3.  Board fund drive:  Marjorie reported that most of 
the board members have  contributed and she has sent 
out e-mails to those individuals who have not, remind-
ing them that full board involvement is needed no mat-
ter how small the donation.  
4.  Program Planning meeting update:  Twelve people 
attended the meeting.  Some of the recom-
mendations support current issue meetings.  
Some recommendations that are more appro-
priate for the State Board will be forwarded to 
them for consideration at their next meeting. 
There are five local proposals identified.  On 
Saturday, January 23  before the issues meet-
ing, Carrie will lead a discussion to rank the five 
proposals.  A message will go out on the list 
serve, Face Book and My Space encouraging 
members to participate on Saturday.  The Pro-
gram Committee will bring the ranked propos-
als to the Board.  The Board will recommend 
to support or not support the top two of 
these proposals.  These two will then be 
shared with the general membership  and 
voted on at the annual meeting in April.   
5.  The League Issues Meetings:
• January 23, Transit (the Program planning begins 

at 9:00 a.m.) at 10:00a.m. in the Library
• February 13, Homelessness
• March 27, Disability Rights, coordinated by 

Brooke
6. Stuckey Award: Aline will get the address of the 
2009 recipient so Marjorie can send the $500 award 
check to her.
7.  Libertarian Forum:  Carrie will be the moderator at 
the Candidate Forum on January 29th at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Alderson Auditorium at KU.   She will post a re-
minder on the list serve and ask for any questions to be 
presented at the forum.
ACTION ITEMS:
• Membership report:  We currently have 139 

members.  Sixteen of them did not renew  their dues 
after March 13, 2009 and will be marked "inactive" in the 
National Roster on the January 31, 2010 cutoff date.  
Dues should be paid within six months after the Annual 
Meeting and any dues that come in after six months are 
counted as dues for the upcoming year. After subtract-
ing the 16 inactive members, our current total mem-
bership is 122.  Brooke and Marjorie believe that im-
proving League visibility to the public, updating our 
website, and offering partial scholarships will result in in-
creasing both renewals and new members.
• New Membership Orientation:  Brooke wait to 
schedule the next membership meeting until there are 
about 6 members.  Diane suggested that the 17 lapsed 
members be asked to the membership orientation 
meeting to renew their interest The meeting will be 

held in the first quarter of 2010.
• New School Support Issue:  Aline 
wanted to know if the League would support 
saving the neighborhood schools. During dis-
cussion Marjorie made the important point that 
once neighborhood schools are closed it is 
permanent.  Aline will e-mail Betty to be sure 
that the wording of our land use position is 
sufficient to support our taking action.  Marjorie 
moved that Brooke draft a letter to the Journal 
World stating the League's support of the Save 
Our Neighborhood School movement pend-
ing approval of the board members.  Aline sec-
onded the motion that was unanimously 

approved.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

• Fund Development Hoops Mania Update:  We 
have received $390 from ticket sales. More tickets were 
returned than purchased and some members sent in a 
donation rather than buying tickets. 
• Communications and webmaster:  New things 
will be happening in the near future with the website. 
• Fluker Award Luncheon:  The luncheon is 
March 13 at the Smith Center, Brandon Woods.  Mar-
guerite reported that an article will be in the VOTER 
along with a  form for award  nominations.  The dead 
line for the nomination is February 26.  She will put re-
minders on the web site and will be sending letters to 
other organizations. 
Treasurer's Report:  Marjorie reported that the net in-
flow for December 31, 2009 was $1,490.75. Contribu-
tions (to the general fund, education fund and dues 
scholarship fund) have totaled $2,200 so far.   
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Happy, Happy 
Anniversary, LWV!



• Marjorie moved and Brooke seconded to ac-
cept the treasure's report and minutes.
• The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

- Elinor Tourtellot, Secretary

League Urges Quick Response to 
Nation's Health Care Crisis

The following are excerpts from a statement by Mary 
G. Wilson, national president of the League of Women 
Voters.
“We have a health care crisis in America.  Too many 
citizens lack adequate health insurance coverage and 
rising costs threaten everyone.  The failure of Congress 
to act on these issues over decades has simply com-
pounded the problems and undermined faith in gov-
ernment. 
“The League of Women Voters urges our elected 
members of Congress to finish work on health care re-
form and send a bill quickly to the President for his sig-
nature.  We believe that the House of Representatives 
should step forward and pass the Senate bill.
“Both the House and Senate have now passed com-

prehensive health care legislation, and the bills share 
many essential elements:  they greatly expand health 
care coverage to include millions more Americans; they 
protect the coverage that currently delivers care to 
most; they contain essential elements to reduce costs 
over the long term; and they accomplish these goals at 
a reasonable cost. 
“Opponents of health care reform, however, have 
been irresponsible in adopting a strategy of fear, delay 
and obfuscation.  They have misled and lied about the 
provisions of the legislation and have relied on the 60-
vote rule of the Senate to block progress.  These fun-
damentally anti-democratic tactics cannot be allowed to 
prevail. 
“Many other accomplishments, from civil rights to envi-
ronmental protection, were controversial when first 
adopted but have proven to be critical steps forward.  
Health care reform is part of that tradition. 
“Any of these alternatives moves us toward successful 
health care reform and thus is better than the status 
quo.  Congress should not miss this historic opportunity 
to enact comprehensive health care reform legislation.”
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Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for LWV 
Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two members sharing 
one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise 
ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.  Dues paid after September will 
be prorated. The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through which your dues 
have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2010

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed? Printed    Emailed

News from LWV-US

Give us Even More Reason to Celebrate - Join the League!


