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The VOTER

6:00 - 
7:30 pm

Tuesday,
January 20th

Drinking League-ally Meet and Mingle. The Mirth Cafe, 745 New Hampshire St.  
Please see article on page 2.

9:30 am -
Noon

Saturday, 
January 31st

League Issues Meeting “Renewable Energy vs. Fossil Fuels in Kansas.” Lawrence 
Public Library, 707 Vermont St.  Please see article on page 2.

Voter Education Coalition “Meet and Greet”, Lawrence Public Library, 707 Ver-
mont St.

7:00 pmWednesday,
February 4th

LWV-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 
1901 Louisiana St.   All LWV-DC members are welcome to attend.

7:00 pmThursday, 
February 12th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 
901 Iowa St.

7:00 pmSaturday,
January 24th

League Calendar
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Happy New Year!  2008 was eventful for the League.  We witnessed the historical 
election of Barack Obama.  The Lawrence Public Transportation System sales tax initia-
tives passed overwhelmingly.  Yet 2009 has arrived and with it, though it seems impos-
sible, is another election.  In April, Lawrence will elect our local officials, City Commis-
sioners and School Board members.  If you believe in the old adage “all politics is local,”
it is important that the League be a visible presence in this election as well.   
The League participates in the Voter Education Coalition (VEC).  It is a good partner-
ship that allows the League to have a presence at many forums without being solely responsible for all the 
work that goes into organizing such an event.  I want to thank Diane Oakes as well as League board mem-
bers Lee Ann Duver and James Dunn for their participation in the VEC (though James is representing a differ-
ent organization).  As well as being the League’s representative, Diane has taken on the task of being a major 
coordinator for the VEC itself. The VEC is holding its first event, a candidate “Meet and Greet” on February 
4th at 7 p.m. at the Lawrence Public Library. For more information see page 2. 

By now you should have received your Hoops Mania Fundraiser letter in the mail.  LAST YEAR 
THIS EVENT RAISED $839.00 FOR THE LEAGUE.  Basketball may not be your thing, but it is popular in 
this town. Someone you know is a fan and will want to donate to the League.  For all you football fans, I as-
sure you that if college football ever switches to a playoff system like basketball, we’ll have a football mania 
fundraiser as well.  For those of you who find using a sports event for a League fundraiser bewildering, keep in 
mind that it gives us an opportunity to raise funds from outside of our membership and maybe even entice 
new members.  

This is the year that local Leagues provide the LWV Kansas with input on State positions.  There will 

A  Note  from President  Carrie  Lindsey



The Lawrence League is offering an exciting new ac-
tivity for members.  National, state and local LWV 
issues will be discussed at meetings to be held on one 
Staurday morning of each month.  We plan to invite 
experts from within and without the League to exam-
ine selected issues.  This pilot project will  be evalu-
ated at the end of six months.  So, let's make it a suc-
cess.
The first "League Issues" meeting will be held from 
9:30 a.m. to noon on Saturday January 31st at the 
Lawrence Public Library.  The issue to be examined is 
"Renewable Energy vs. Fossil Fuels in Kansas." 
Three local experts will address questions about 
Kasnsas energy policy.  They are:

•Sarah Hill-Nelson, manager of Bowersock 
Mills and Company

•Nancy Jackson, director of the Climate and 
Energy Project of the Land Institute

•Scott Allegrucci, director of the Great Plains 
Alliance for Clean Energy
A more detailed description of the 
program will be provided in the near 
future on the LWV-L/DC web site 
and via e-mail to those on the list 
serve.  All League members and po-
tential members are encouraged to 
participate in this first "League Is-
sues" meeting.  Dont miss this op-
portunity to learn more about Kan-
sas energy policy and to interact 
with LWV members.      - Kay Hale 

Join the League of 
Women Voters of Lawrence/Douglas County (LWV-
L/DC) for the Inaugural Day launch of Drinking 
League-ally.  Meet & mingle with smart, active lead-
ers interested in creating lasting change in our com-
munity.  Open to the public.
We will meet at the Mirth Cafe at 745 New Hamp-
shire Street from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 for food, wine and 
fun conversation about the day's inaugural events or 
whatever League issue might be on your mind.  (The 
Mirth does not sell alcohol but has a "No Corking 
Fee" policy.  Several of us are already planning on be-
ing there and will bring wine.  Food must be purchased 
on your own. Conversation is free!)  
Beginning February19, Drinking League-ally will meet 
on the third Thursday of each month from 7-9 pm at 
Henry's Upstairs (11 E. 8th St.).

The New President and the ACLU: 
An Evening of Celebration, Inspira-
tion and Action will take place on 
January 21 at 7 pm in the audito-
rium of the Lawrence Public Library. 
Bob Eye, Attorney and Board Mem-
ber of the ACLU of Kansas and 
Western Missouri, will facilitate a 
community conversation which will 
include Burdett Loomis, KU profes-
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new members.  
This is the year that local Leagues provide the LWV Kansas with input on State positions.  There will 

be a  League Potluck at the Lawrence Public Library on January 24th from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at which 
we will review these positions and take action as needed.   It will be a true luck of the pot with the League pro-
viding beverages.   

January will end with our first League Issues meeting of the year on “Renewable Energy vs. Fossil 
Fuels in Kansas.”  This will be at the Lawrence Public Library starting at 9:45 a.m. See below for more infor-
mation.

And as you see above, the League uses the Lawrence Public Library a lot.  We need a League Observer 
for the Library Board.  If you are interested, please contact Aline Hoey at 840-6673 or by email at 
alineh86@yahoo.com. 

On a final note, Jessie Branson, a longtime League member, Lawrence activist and former State Legis-
lator died January 5, 2009.  Jessie was the winner of the League’s Helen Fluker Open and Accessible Govern-
ment Award in 2007.  Her activism touched many lives and she will be missed.

Chinese New Year

Year of the ox 

League Issues 
Meeting

Coming in 
January

The New President and the ACLU

Celebrate Our 
Democracy - 

Drinking 
League-ally!



sor of Political Science, and Reverend Verdell Taylor 
Jr., Pastor of St. Luke AME Church. Community 
members will have a chance to share ideas, ask ques-
tions and get involved with ACLU's efforts. The guest 
speakers will discuss the new administration, Con-
gress and the effort to stop illegal surveillance, uncon-
stitutional detention and torture, among other issues.

All board members were pre-
sent, as well as Tim Kohler, 
road maintenance;  Lyle Bow-
lin, Volunteer fire chief; and 
your LWVL-DC observer.  
Meeting opened at 7:30 p.m.
Highlights:

Fire Station #2, final 2008 costs 
$107,998.47.  To be completed when weather permits 
– concrete driveway, plantings (evergreen and burning 
bush, lawn).  Lyle will mow the lawn without charge 
except for gas for mower.

Fire Department responded to five calls.  One 
was a neighborhood conflict in which a neighbor 
didn’t think the other was paying attention to his 
trash fire.  The other four were assistance calls, two in 
Palmyra and one in Baldwin City.

New assistant fire chief (elected by firefighters) 
is Brandon Musell.

A good used pumper truck is available from 
Wakarusa.  They are asking $3,500 and Lyle will of-
fer $2,500, which he has available in the Fire Dona-
tion Fund.
 The Township board went into Executive Ses-
sion for 12 minutes for personnel matters.  When the 
Board returned, they opened the meeting and M/S/P 
to increase Tim's annual salary by 5%,  Lyle's annual 

salary by $25, and the budget 
assistant's, Judy Sieg, annual 
salary by $50.
 Next major machinery 
purchase will be replacing the 
road grader.  Board members 
and Tim will scout what’s 
available.
 Meeting adjourned at 
8:22.

      - Peggy Baker-

Carrie Lindsey, president; Gary 
Hale, treasurer; Marjorie Cole, 
Secretary; Directors: James 
Dunn, LeeAnn Duver, Brooke 
Goc, Kay Hale, Aline Hoey, 
Elinor Tourtellot and Mary Lou 
Wright met Dec. 11 in Lawrence High School Library. 
Milton Scott and Paula Schumacher were absent. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Carrie reported a 
highly successful Afternoon with the Legislators on 
Dec. 7.  Although only three Douglas County legisla-
tors attended (re-elected Rep. Barbara Ballard and 
Sen. Marci Francisco, and newly elected Rep. Willie 
Prescott), they gave a lively and informative presenta-
tion.  There was standing room only with more at-
tendees than usually appear at Annual Meetings.  
Carrie took the opportunity to mention something 
that will come up at the Annual Meeting:  the possi-
bility of hiring a part-time employee for the League. 
Carrie also announced that Caleb Morse has resigned 
his board membership although he is still willing to 
help the League whenever needed.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Gary distributed the 
treasurer’s report.  It noted that the difference ($299) 
between funds collected for support of the T ($605) and 
expenses (($904) will be taken from the Money Market 
account.  (The board had voted earlier to use up to 
$500 from the Money Market account for this 
purpose.) The treasurer’s report was accepted and filed 
for audit. 
COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS: 
Membership Chair:  Brooke Goc distributed a de-
tailed report listing needs for successful recruitment 
and retention of League members and a list of new 
recruits.  Brooke plans to recruit a committee to assist 
her in recruitment.  She announced a kick-off date, 
January 20, for “Drinking League-ally”, an activity 
designed to promote socializing among members and 
improve communication.  Look for more information 
in the January Voter. 
New recruits include Sarah Brokenleg, Brianne Han-
son, JJ Hanson, Dustin Holt, Michael Stiroky and 
Amanda Villa. 
Observer Report:  The Library Board Observer po-
sition is still vacant.  The Library Board meets once a 
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month on a Monday afternoon.  Any interested vol-
unteer should contact Aline Hoey at 840-6673 or 
aline86@yahoo.com. 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Proposal for Monthly Unit Meetings:  
Kay reported that Forrest Swall, Jennifer 
Dropkin and Rita Spradlin have joined the 
committee and will develop a list of potential 
speakers and topics for Saturday meetings, 
between 10 and 12 am.  The program will be-
gin in January and will be open to all League 
members.  Kay is in the process of setting up the first 
meeting, which will be announced in the January issue 
of the Voter. 
The board voted to authorize funds ($10 to $15 a 
meeting) for “coffee and scones” at these meetings. 
Helen Fluker Award:  This award has been 
awarded annually to an individual who has contrib-
uted to open and accessible government in 
Lawrence/Douglas County.  It originated ten 
years ago when Bob Fluker provided funding 
in honor of his wife, Helen, an exemplary and 
influential League member for many years, 
part of our history. The tenth award will be 
presented this year and Bob Fluker has asked 
whether the League wishes to continue.  
The Board immediately concurred in desire to 
continue presenting the award in Helen Fluker’s 
name.  Kay moved that Carrie write a letter to Bob 
(with a copy to his niece) to tell him the League 
wishes to continue this important award and we are 
committed to providing trays (or some other token to 
the award recipient) should the family wish to discon-
tinue their financial support.  Aline seconded this mo-
tion and it passed unanimously.  It was suggested 
that Carrie also ask Bob if he could offer a picture of 
Helen that might be framed and shown during our 
Fluker Award Banquet. 
Discussion then moved to whether the 
award should be limited to only those who 
have supported open and accessible gov-
ernment as volunteers.  Many worthy in-
dividuals have been excluded who have 
contributed impressively to open and ac-
cessible government because they received 
a small stipend or salary for part or all of 
their efforts.  Bob has been approached 
about this and has expressed willingness to change 
the “volunteer” requirement.  Marjorie moved that 

we remove the criteria  “must not be nominated for 
activities done as an extension or responsibility of a 

regular job position” from the award de-
scription.  Elinor seconded the motion.  The 
vote was 8 in favor and 2 opposed and the 
motion passed. 
Mabel Stucky Scholarship:  The Mabel 
Stuckey scholarship is an award annually to 
high school seniors by the League.  Aline 
will be responsible this year for collecting 

applications and Mary Lou, Marjorie, Elinor and 
Brooke have volunteered to serve on the committee. 
Fundraising: Hoopsmania: Paula has placed a 
message on the League listserv about the Hoopsma-
nia tickets and ordered the cards.  Elinor will write a 
letter to accompany tickets mailed to League mem-
bers and will check into posters.  Elinor reported that 
Paula had another new and intriguing fundraising idea 
that will be presented at the next board meeting. 

Training Assessment:  The League of 
Women Voters of Kansas has developed 
three training programs to be available in the 
spring.  Training will be offered in three dif-
ferent areas: Making Board Meetings More 
Productive, Concepts of Effective Leadership 
and Nominating League Leaders.  The board 
prioritized the sessions, a vote was taken and 

it was decided to request a training session on Making 
Board Meetings More Productive.   
This will be a two hour training session to be held on a 
Saturday sometime during the next six months, pref-
erably in May or June. 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Nominating Committee:  It is time for the 1908-09 
Nominating Committee to begin their work.  The 
three non-board members elected at the Annual Meet-
ing were Sue Himes, Arla Jones and Paula Schuma-

cher.  At the next regular meeting Carrie 
appointed James Dunn and Lee Ann Duver 
(who was not present) to the committee 
(according to the minutes, May 8, 2008).  
Lee Ann had not realized she had been ap-
pointed and declined.  Paula Schumacher 
has become an appointed Board Member 
since her election.  Carrie will find another 
non-board member to replace Paula’s po-
sition as a non-board representative on the 

nominating committee and will clarify who is to chair 
the committee. 
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Updating the State and Local Program:  Diane 
Kuhn, LWVK president, informs us that January 31 is 
the due date for our update. 
Other:  Diane Kuhn has requested an article about 
what we did to support the T for inclusion in the 
LWVK newsletter.  Carrie will ask Caleb to write this 
letter. 
Miscellany:  Kay and Carrie announced that the "In 
League" section of the board members’ notebooks 
has been replaced by "League Basics" which can be 
downloaded from the National LWV website.  Older 
board members probably do not have it, but this 
year's new board members received it in their 
notebooks. 
Next Meeting:  The next board meeting is scheduled 
for January 8, Thursday, 7 pm, in the Lawrence High 
School Library. 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.

- Marjorie Cole, secretary

Carrie Lindsey, presi-
dent; Milton Scott, vice 
president; Marjorie Cole, 
Secretary; Directors: 
James Dunn, Brooke 

Goc, Elinor Tourtellot, Mary Lou Wright and new 
League member Chris Lempa met January 8, 2009 in 
the Lawrence High School Library.  Absent were 
Gary Hale, treasurer; LeeAnn Duver, Kay Hale, Aline 
Hoey, and Paula Schumacher, 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Carrie read a letter she 
had written to Bob Fluker expressing the League’s 
commitment to continuing the Helen Fluker Award 
and Banquet and requesting a picture of Helen 
Fluker.  She also informed him of the board’s desire 
to remove the requirement of being a volunteer from 
the eligibility requirements for the award. 
COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS: 
Voter Service:  Brooke and Elinor volunteered to 
register voters at the Town Meeting on Homeless-
ness, Saturday, Jan. 10, at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1245 New Hampshire Street, from 3 to 5 
pm. 
Membership:  Brooke distributed a report about 

Drinking League-ally.  The 
kickoff meeting will be 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2009 at 
the Jazzhaus, 926 1/2 
Mass. St., from 7 to 9.  
There will be either a re-
broadcast or web stream of 
the inaugural events and 
food will be brought in.  
(Editor’s Note: The location has 
since been changed to the Mirth 
Cafe.  Please see Calendar for 
new location and time.)
      Drinking League-ally is designed to allow League 
members to network.  Regular meetings will be held 
from 7 to 9 pm at Henry’s Upstairs (11 E. 8th St.) on 
the third Thursday of each month beginning in Febru-
ary.  The location is subject to change if it becomes 
unsuitable for the size or needs of the group. 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Monthly Unit Meetings:  The first “League Issues” 
meeting is Saturday, January 31, at the Lawrence 
Public Library.  The issue to be discussed is 
“Renewable Energy vs. Fossil Fuels in Kansas.”  
Three local experts will address questions about Kan-
sas energy policy:  Sarah Hill-Nelson, manager of 
Bowersock Mills and Power Company; Nancy Jack-
son, director of the Power and Energy Project of the 
Land Institute; and Scott Allegrucci, director of the 
Great Plains Alliance for Clean Energy.  The event 
will be advertised in the Voter, the listserv, and by 
press release. 
Helen Fluker Award:  The tentative date for the 
Award Banquet is Sunday, March 8, at the Smith 
Center from 11 to 2.  This date was chosen because it 
doesn’t interfere with scheduled basketball. 
Fundraising Letter/Hoops Mania:  Elinor and 
Paula were thanked for the fundraising letter for 
Hoops Mania.  Elinor distributed posters explaining 
the fund-raising and 
how to participate. 
Review of State 
Program/Potluck:  
All League members 
are invited to attend 
the State Program 
Review to be held at 
Lawrence Public Li-
brary Auditorium Jan. 
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24 from 11:30 to 1:30.  We will review the 
State Positions and vote to retain, reject, or 
recommend re-study.  A copy of the State 
Positions will be posted on the League 
website. 
Nominating Committee:  Donna Swall 
and Rita Spradlin have agreed to serve on 
the Nominating Committee with James 
Dunn, Sue Himes, and Paula Schumacher.  
NEW BUSINESS:   
Upcoming Election:  The Voter Education Coali-
tion (VEC) has planned a “Meet and Greet the Can-
didates” event for Wednesday, February 4, 7 pm, at 
Free State High School.  Our league will prepare a 
Voter’s Guide for this election.  Milton volunteered to 
help in its preparation. 
Grant Application:  The Kansas League of 
Women Voters has money in the Education Fund 
to be used for appropriate grants.  Carrie solicited 
ideas and suggested we might apply for a grant to 
write a local league history. 
League Action for Health Care Reform 8:  
Carrie read a letter from Joan Rabin about actions 
leagues across the country are taking in regard to 
health care reform.  This letter will be posted on our 
website and on the listserv.  One of the suggestions 
was to suggest legislative priority to the LWVUS for 
working toward a Single-Payer Health Care system.  
The Deadline for submissions is January 15.  Brooke 
moved and Marjorie seconded a motion to send e-
mail to the LWVUS board expressing our preference 
for this priority.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Next Meeting:  The next board meeting will be Feb-
ruary 12, 7 pm, at Lawrence High School Library. 

- Marjorie Cole, secretary

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met in 
the meeting room at the Merc on December 13 at 
7:00 PM  to discuss the Planning Commission (PC) 
December agenda items.  The Committee sent two 
letters to the PC on their 15th meeting agenda and 
one to the City Commission (CC) dealing with an 
item on their December 16th meeting agenda.
     

The first letter dealt with Item 4 on the PC 
agenda that has been in process for several 
months--a text amendment to the Douglas 
County Zoning Regulations.  This involved 
a revision of the format of these Regulations 
as well as other important changes recom-
mended by the “Duncan 

Diagnostic Report” that had been 
prepared by the Planning Consult-
ant, Duncan Associates, in April, 
2000.  Prior to the LUC meeting 
one of our members researching 
the text amendment had noted 
several obvious inconsistencies and typographical er-
rors in the text and mentioned these to the Planner, 

who subsequently made corrections 
prior to the PC meeting.  There was 
one amendment that was needed, 
however: the definition for  
“Agricultural Building.” This was 
added, but in so doing, had also in-
cluded a phrase out of context that 

would have changed the meaning of the section.  We 
wrote a letter to the PC asking that this phrase be de-
leted, which was done.  
These Douglas County 
Zoning Regulations are still 
undergoing revision, and 
will be again reviewed by 
the PC in April.
     
The second letter dealt with Item 5 on the PC agenda, 
the text amendment to the Subdivision Regulations 
governing the “build out plans” required of develop-
ment parcels in the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of 

Douglas County cities.  (Background note:  The ar-
eas that are undergoing development in the UGAs 
not only require a certain initial tract size--20 acres 
minimum for cluster development and 40 acres 
minimum otherwise--they also require that “build 
out plans” be created in the developed parcels that 
will allow them to be integrated into future urban 

development once the property is annexed.)  The origi-
nal language calls for these build out plans to be to 

lot-size scale.  The proposed text 
amendment calls for the build out 
plans to be on the block and urban 
street scale. This is more flexible in 
terms of anticipating future urban 
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development.  However, we 
have been concerned that there 
still was no pattern that these 
plans should conform to, so we 
requested that the build out 
plans be required to conform to 
the adopted comprehensive 
plans of their Urban Growth 
Areas, and more specifically, to 
the Watershed Plans.  Outcome: this change to re-
quire conformance with the Comprehensive Plans of 
the UGAs was adopted, but because some communi-
ties had none, Watershed Plans weren't mentioned.

The third letter was to the City Commission regard-
ing the SmartCode, up for adoption on their December 
16 Regular Agenda.  Some of our original concerns 
with the SmartCode, such as the need for specified in-
frastructure requirements and platted lots, had been 
partially corrected in this version, but needed to be 

further defined.  However, the 
lack of transparency, over-
sight, and opportunity for 
public input were still major 
concerns to us.  More specifi-
cally, we mentioned five areas 
that needed revision: (1) the 
deficient approval process--
the almost total autonomy of 

the staff Consolidated Review Committee (CRC) as 
the decision-making body to the exclusion of public 
input; (2) the allowance for large, auto-oriented retail 
developments; (3) the use of bonus incentives for fea-
tures that should actually be required in neighbor-
hoods, such as parks within walking distance, transit 
stops, moderately priced housing, education/cultural 
centers, small pedestrian-oriented businesses, etc.; (4) 
the lack of adequate open space in close proximity to 
high density infill development plans; and (5) lack of 
clear specificity on subdivision requirements, most 
importantly regarding infrastructure requirements.    
Outcome: the CC approved 
the supporting comprehensive 
plan changes that accompa-
nied the Smart Code but deferred 
final adoption of the SmartCode, 
itself, for one major revision: 
to add the requirement for 
Community Plans to be given 

final approval by the City Commission instead of the 
CRC -- a major improvement.   The CC also ex-
panded the notification area for Community Plans.  
They made no changes at this time to the architec-
tural guidelines, preferring to see how the current ones 
will work. The role of the CRC now will be to review 
and recommend Community Plans to the CC for 
public hearing and adoption, but will continue to re-
view and finally approve site plans.  The SmartCode will 
return to the CC for final adoption on January 20th.   
     The next LUC meeting will be Saturday, January 
24, at 7:00 PM at the Community Mercantile meeting 
room, Hillcrest Shopping Center.  

We are saddened to learn of the passing of long-time 
League member and 2007 Helen Fluker Award recipi-
ent Jessie Branson.  Jessie was an extraordinary 
woman who lived a life of community and public serv-
ice that had a lasting impact on our city and our state.  
If you have attended a Lawrence Chamber Orchestra 
concert; read an historic plaque on a downtown Law-
rence building; given to or received help from Warm 
Hearts; buckled your child into a car seat; or worked 
with someone from Cottonwood, then you have been 
touched by just a few of the causes of Jessie Branson.  
She volunteered for an enormous number of activities, 
and founded or co-founded organizations that touch 
many of our lives every day.  As a state legislator, her 
influence extended throughout the state, especially in 
the areas of health care, special education, and chil-
dren’s issues.  Even before she was formally in state 
government, Jessie and fellow League member Petey 
Cerf were influential in improving nursing homes 
throughout Kansas.  Our community is a better place 
for having had Jessie with us, and she will be missed. 
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LWVUS Reception Honoring New Women 
Members of the House of Representatives 
On January 6, 75 guests gathered for a historic recep-
tion on Capitol Hill to honor the newly sworn-in class 
of 11 women joining the 111th Congress. The event 
was co-sponsored by the LWVUS and Rachel's Net-
work, a bipartisan organization that promotes 
women as impassioned leaders and agents of change 
dedicated to the stewardship of the earth. In atten-
dance were Congresswomen from both parties, in-
cluding Shelley Berkley (NV), Lois Capps (CA), 
Kathy Dahlkemper (PA), Susan Davis (CA), Donna 
Edwards (MD), Virginia Foxx (NC), Lynn Jenkins 
(KS), Carolyn Maloney (NY), Gwen Moore (WI), 
Chellie Pingree (ME), Jan Schakowsky (IL), Jean 
Schmidt (OH), Allyson Schwartz (PA), and Lynn 
Woolsey (CA), as well as prominent leaders from the 
nonprofit and advocacy communities. This was an 
inspiring and exciting event to be a part of and it was 
energizing to hear so many elected officials praise the 
League and its work. Several of the members noted 
that they got their start in public service through the 
League of Women Voters.

Renewing America Together
We have learned that President-
elect Obama hopes to use the 
occasion of his Inauguration to 
rally our nation to commit to 
service in our communities. As a 
result, we urge Leagues to join 
in making this call to service to 
our members and every Ameri-

can across the country and reignite the nation's spirit 
of volunteerism and community service. This new ef-
fort, "Renew America Together," is not just about 
stepping up to serve for a single day, but rather a 
commitment to serving our communities throughout 

the year. The League of Women Voters joins other or-
ganizations in urging our members to sign up to vol-
unteer on January 19, 2009, and to pass the message 
on to family, friends and neighbors. To get active in 
this initiative, go online to 
http://www.usaservice.org/. This new, interactive 
Web site enables Americans in every state in the na-
tion to find a volunteer opportunity in their neighbor-
hood, or to create and host an event on their own.

Global Democracy Program: Hosting Fellows 
from Colombia and Brazil (NEW)
The LWVEF's Global Democracy Program is looking 
for Leagues interested in hosting Legislative Fellows 
from Colombia and Brazil in spring 2010. Host 
Leagues must ensure that their 
Fellows will be placed in intern-
ships with the local or state gov-
ernment for a period of 4 weeks. 
In particular, we are seeking 
Leagues that have state or local 
government members who speak 
Spanish or Portuguese. In the 
months following the conclusion 
of the internship, local hosts 
from the internship site will be selected to participate 
in a two-week program in their Fellow's country of ori-
gin. If funding is awarded to the LWVUS for this pro-
gram, recruitment of Fellows and local host prepara-
tion will begin in fall 2009. Contacts:  Zaida Arguedas 
at zarguedas@lwv.org or Manuela Campbell at 
mcampbell@lwv.org.

THE NATIONAL VOTER: 
Receive It Electronically

Enroll Now to Access the Next Digital Edition!
If you already informed us that you prefer to receive 
the paper Voter or if you recently enrolled, please ig-
nore this periodic reminder.
Special Features:
   •Click on a title in the Contents to get the article 
you want to read;
   •Click on a URL or e-mail address to link immedi-
ately;
   •Click on the bottom corner of the page to turn it;
   •Zoom in or out to make the page large or small; 
view one or both pages;
   •Search through one issue or through several issues 
for topics, words, etc.;
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   •Download and save issues on your computer; print 
pages; and more.
And, Best of All:
   •This is a very green and eco-friendly option;
   •You’ll be able to access the digital Voter as soon 
as you receive notification by e-mail;
   •You’ll be reading the digital Voter days before the 
printed copies reach subscribers’ mailboxes;
   •To access the digital Voter, you just need a Web 
browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, etc.)
When the latest digital edition of The National 
Voter is ready, you will receive an e-mail noti-
fication and you will be able to access the issue 
with just a click (and your e-mail address and 
LWVUS login password).

After you have registered at www.lwv.org:
   •Login following the instructions.
   •When you get to your “My League/Welcome” 
page, click on “(Update your information)” at the bot-
tom of the page.
   •Next, scroll to the bottom of the “Your Profile” 
page, click on the box “I wish to receive The National 
Voter electronically.”
   •Finally, click on “Submit Changes.”
Please note that if you currently receive the paper copy 
in the mail, you will no longer receive it when you sub-
scribe to the digital edition. At any time, you may un-
subscribe to the digital edition. Simply click on the 
same box and remove the checkmark.
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Start Your Year Off Right - Join the League!
Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for 
LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two 
members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas 
and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and 
ends March 31.  The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through 
which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2009

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed as a PDF file? Printed    PDF
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