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Are you subscribed to the Leagueʼs listserv?
The listserv facilitates rapid exchange of ideas and information about 

upcoming events.  If you would like to subscribe, send a message with your 
email address to Brooke Goc. brookegoc@gmail.com The Summertime Issue



!

" As all of you know, we recently faced an unexpected predicament at the beginning of May: the 
loss of our listserv.!  After researching options and conferring with the Communications Committee 
and other League members, my recommendation to the Board was that the listserv migration be to 
Google.!
We will begin by creating a Google Group that will provide the same service as the listserv, and are 
working to make the conversion as simple, quick, and comfortable as possible – even planning a tuto-
rial for all interested members.! Another upcoming change will be the consolidation of our website and 
blog.! “LawrenceLeague.com” will remain our web address, but the interface will be an expanded ver-
sion of our current Wordpress blog.!
" As the Communication Committee takes steps to improve and grow our web presence, it is 
also important that we seek ways to increase our visibility in Douglas County.! I have designed and or-
dered sample promotional materials and am building an event “kit” that will include a folding table, 
travel display board, pamphlets, trinkets, and ample information re who the League is, what we do, and 
how to join.!
" This will supplement our existing voter registration materials and enable any League member to set up an informa-
tion station at an event and feel confident sharing our mission and objectives.! The League must be prepared to participate 
in public events, such as the information fair prior to the Lied Center’s annual August concert, and have a presence at part-
ner events, such as Voter Education Coalition forums.
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June 11th - 15th LWV–US Convention. Marriott Atlanta Marquis, Atlanta Georgia

Thursday,
June 10th

7:00 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  All League members 
are welcome to attend.  

Saturday, 
June 19th

7:00 pm Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 

Thursday,
July 8th

7:00 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Location TBA.  All League members are welcome to attend.

Saturday, 
July 24th

7:00 pm Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 

Thursday,
August 12th

7:00 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Location TBA.  All League members are welcome to attend.

Saturday, 
August 21st

7:00 pm Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 

Friday, 
August 13th

9:00 pm VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to lightwatcher@gmail.com.

The VOTER®

 Bulletin of  the LWV of  Lawrence-Douglas County, KS • Volume 58, No. 2
  

The League of  Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization encouraging the informed and 
active participation of  citizens in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy.

President:":" Brooke Goc" " 917-1291"" brookegoc @ gmail.com
Membership:"
Voter Editor :" Ruth Lichtwardt" " 841-5419"" lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     " http://www.lawrenceleague.com" National League: " http://www.lwv.org
State League:     " http://www.lwvk.org        " lwvks@sbcglobal.net        

A  Note  from President Brooke Goc

LEAGUE CALENDAR
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" Increased League visibility and community involvement will assist us in increasing both membership and local voter 
participation, the topic of our new study.! If you are interested in serving on the study committee, please contact me before 
the Board meeting on July 8, 2010.
" We have an exciting year ahead of us, and I appreciate your patience during this period of transition!! Thank you.
 

Due to the editor’s schedule, this is the 
only issue of the VOTER being published 
until mid-August. Please consider joining 
the listserv so you don’t miss out on any 

breaking League news and updates! 

The Library's telephone service will soon 
be upgraded and switched from AT&T to 
Sunflower Broadband. This is an upgrade 
from analog to digital phone lines, reduc-
ing busy signals for the public and adding 
new capabilities for the future
The Friends of the Library reported that 
book sales were down a little from last 
year.!  There was an increase in Friends 
membership and donations.
All of the library policies will be consid-
ered before the board rules on expanding the current 
Library public bulletin board policy to include a separate 
bulletin board for profit postings.
" The "Together Prepared" partnership between the 
library, the Lawrence-DC Health Department, DC County 
Emergency Management and KU, will result in a disaster/
emergency public information call center housed in the 
Sunflower Broadband Community Computer Lab.
" The Lawrence Business Hall of Fame will be lo-
cated in the library's Business Center and will be installed 
later this year to recognize the first year's three honorees.
Architects of Gould Evans Associates presented five op-
tions for the proposed expansion of the library.!  ""

The current structure does 
no t a l l ow expan s i on 
upward.!  Each design con-
cept includes, room for 
enhanced services to chil-
dren, greater access to 
technology, and a down-
town parking garage that 
was requested by the city.    
- Elinor Tourtellot,    Observer 

Present:!  Charles Win-
termantle, Trustee; Jerry 
Smith, Clerk; Suzanne 
Evenger, Treasurer ; Tim 
Kohler, road mainte-
nance; Lyle Bowlin, Vol-
unteer Fire Chief; Brandon Masur, Fire Department training 
officer ; Matt Bowlin, volunteer fire department, your ob-
server.
" After the minutes of the May meeting were read 
and the treasurer’s report given, the main items were the 
hiring of a part-time mower, the fire department budget, 
and the state of the FEMA reimbursement for the Christ-
mas and New Year’s blizzards.!!
" Doug B. had to withdraw when his health prob-
lems returned.!  After discussion they offered the position 
to Kelli Harris.!  Mrs. Harris just graduated with a teaching 
degree but hasn’t found work yet.!  She will be hired half-
time at $10.50 an hour.!  Local farmers, preferred because 
they know the machinery involved, are still planting soy-
beans.
!" The fire department reported two call-outs in 
May; an assistance call to Marion Springs Township (house 
fire) and a traffic accident at the top of Pleasant Grove 
Hill.! They presented the board with a list of expected ex-
penses for the next five years.!  The Board instead agreed 
to pay for the 2010 list (thermal imaging camera, already 
purchased; new tires off the 4x4, and installing a “ranch 
hand” bumper on the Dodge, putting a remote control 
nozzle on the bumper).! No decision was made on a long-
time budget for the fire department because of the eco-
nomic climate and its effect on taxes.
!" FEMA has responded to Willow Springs’ reim-
bursement request with two grants possibly totaling 
$95,000.!  Two sites re-
main for completion.
" Mee t i n g wa s 
adjourned at 8:50 and all 
present decimated an 
apple cinnamon crumb 
cake baked by Paula 
Bowlin.  - Peggy Baker, 
Observer
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Note from the VOTER Editor

Lawrence Public Library 
Observed

May 17, 2010

Willow Springs Township Board
June 2, 2010

http://www.lawrence.lib.ks.us/
http://www.lawrence.lib.ks.us/


PRESENT:!  Brooke Goc, President,!  Brooke Goc, 
President-Elect, Milton Scott, Vice-President Elinor Tourtel-
lot, Secretary, Marjorie Cole, Treasurer, Directors: James 
Dunn, Lee Ann Duver, Bob Duver, Gary Hale, Kay Hale, 
Aline Hoey and Marguerite Lohrenz.
ABSENT:! Chris Lempa, Carrie Lindsey
The meeting was called to order by Brooke at 7:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:!  Gary moved and Marjorie 
seconded the approval of the agenda with the addition of 
Kay's announcement re serving on the ECO2 Committee. 
The agenda was approved.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:!  Gary moved and Marguerite 
seconded the approval of the April minutes.!  The motion 
was accepted.
TREASURER’S REPORT:!  Marjorie reported that she has 
paid the first quarter of the Kansas PMP.!  Education Fund 
contributions from the last fiscal year were sent to the 
LWV Education Fund.!  The LWV Education Fund and the 
Judiciary Grant are now reported separately from the Op-
erating Budget.!  Marjorie moved and Gary seconded that 
an additional $75 be added to the $2000 budgeted for the 
LWVUS Convention.!  The motion passed.!  Gary moved 
and Lee Ann seconded the approval of the Treasurer's 
report.! The motion passed.
STATE COUNCIL MEETING REPORT:!  Kay Hale, Carol 
Jacobson, Elinor Tourtellot, and Brooke Tourtellot attended 
the State Council Meeting in Manhattan.! The event began 
with a panel that included Manhattan Mayor Bruce Snead, 
Riley County Commissioner, Former League President 
Karen McCulloh, and Erika Imbody of the Institute for Civic 
Discourse and Democracy.!  Justice Beier and the other 
Judicial Panelists, Justice Marla Lucker, Kansas Supreme 
Court and Judge Henry Green, Kansas Court of Appeals, 
addressed the topic, “So You Want to Be a Judge: How to 
Add Diversity to the Fair and Impartial Kansas Courts.”! 
Brooke will disseminate the final copy of the state action 
resolutions when she receives it.

ACTION ITEMS:! Brooke! recommended that the listserv 
be migrated to Google.! This would require all participating 
members to register for a Google account, which is free.! 
Marjorie moved that we approve listserv migration to 
Googol Wave and Aline seconded.!  The motion passed 
unanimously.
Brooke moved and Kay second the appointment of James 
to the Board.!  The motion was passed. James agreed to be 
the Board representative on the Nominating Committee.! 
Carrie was appointed as the other Board representative, if 
she agrees.!
In response to David Burress' request for a follow up on 
health care, Kay suggested the partnership with KS Health-
care Coalition and use of their webinars and other re-
sources.
Kay suggested that a committee be appointed to! review 
the League's by-laws as directed at ! the 2010 Annual 
Meeting.
TOPICS FOR UPCOMING YEAR: Judiciary Grant event, 
Annual "Afternoon with the Legislators", Senior League 
member program events to honor our senior members 
and league activities associated with statewide Kansas 
Statehood 150 years celebrations.
There will be a meeting with new directors, Bob Duver 
and Chris Lempa, new members, and anyone else who is 
interested in review of membership orientation.!
Chris Lempa will be updating the website and Milton will 
set up a media log that will track any media coverage of us.
Brooke has designed material for an event "kit" that would 
supplement our existing voter registration materials that 
are used at public events.!
We want to have a VEC event sometime between the June 
10 filing deadline and the election in November with Lee 
Ann Duver representing the League.
More League members are encouraged to participate in 
the important Land-Use Committee meetings, chaired by 
Alan Black on the Saturday evening before the fourth 
Wednesday of every month. The meeting was adjourned 
at! 9:00 p.m.     - Elinor Tourtellot, secretary

!!!!!!!The Land Use Committee (LUC) met 
on Saturday, May 22nd at the Community 
Meeting Room of the Merc.!  We consid-
ered the Planning Commission (PC) 
Agenda Items on the May Agenda and de-
cided to send two letters: the first on the 
text amendment to add hotels and motels 
to the Industrial/Business Park District (IBP) 
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 Report from the Land Use 
Committee

Highlights of the Board Meeting
May 13, 2010



and the second on the Boarding House text amendment. 
We noted or discussed several items, some of which, men-
tioned below, have proved to be controversial, but did not 
send letters on them.
!!!!!!We discussed Item No. 4, text amendment to add the 
Northeast Sector Plan to Chapter 14 of Horizon 2020 .! 
The item was given no action by the PC and is still under 
consideration. This sector plan covers all of North 
Lawrence and Grant Township north of the Kansas River. 
The area is mostly in the Kansas River floodplain, is pro-
tected primarily by the levee, and a large portion of it has 
prime farmland soils.!  One of the major questions in this 
plan is how much of the area will be included in the Urban 
Growth Area and how much will be recommended to re-
main in the Rural Area. One group of landowners wants 
extensive industrialization and development and another 
group wants the existing agricultural areas--most of Grant 
Township--to be protected. The public hearing on 
this item was well attended with many different 
points of view voiced.! Please note: The League did a 
three-year study on agricultural land and land use 
concluding with Unit Meetings in 1999.!  One of our 
reports is available on the League website: Save Our 
Farmland - Save Our Cities. This gives background for 
our position on preserving farmland and open space 
in the rural areas of Douglas County. OUTCOME: 
This item was continued.
! ! ! ! ! !We also discussed Item No. 5, a text amend-
ment to the Land Development Code (LDC) to add 
bars and lounges to the Mixed Use District (MU) as 
a Special Use Permit (SUP). Even with a SUP this has 
received widespread objection, but it should be 
noted that the SUP requires the same notification, 
public hearing, and right to legally protest that a re-
zoning has, so there are some safeguards in place.! 
OUTCOME: The PC approved this text amendment, 
but not unanimously.!

!!!!!!We sent a letter on Item No. 
6, a text amendment to the LDC 
to add hotels, motels and ex-
tended stay uses to the Industrial/
Business Park District (IBP).!  Our 
letter noted that industrial zoning 
should be preserved. Although a 
hotel or motel could be a 
needed auxiliary use in some 
cases, it could dominate a small 
IBP District, essentially eliminating 
the industrial/business park use.! 
It would also have to be carefully 
sited to avoid creating traffic or 
other problems for surrounding 
residential areas. We asked that 

this new use “not 
be permitted by 
right, but rather 
must require a 
Special Use Per-
m i t , w i t h t he 
added condition 
that these auxil-
iary uses must be 
a small fraction of the area devoted to the industrial/
business park use and only approved after a portion of the 
district area is occupied by the industrial/business park 
use.”! OUTCOME: The PC deferred this item until June.
!!!!!!We also sent a letter on Item No. 12, text amendment 
to the Land Development Code (LDC) on Boarding 
Houses.!  Background:!  This use is permitted in multiple 
family districts, and the Oread Neighborhood is the one 

area in Lawrence where boarding houses have be-
come a notable and increasing use.! !  According to 
the existing rules of the LDC a single dwelling in a 
multiple family district may be occupied by a maxi-
mum of four unrelated adults.!  However, a single 
dwelling, if used as a Boarding House, may have up 
to 12 bedrooms and house up to 24 occupants. On 
a small lot the only restrictions which limit the num-
ber of occupants to less are the number of bed-
rooms and the parking requirements. This use has 
become a popular means of providing student hous-
ing, especially for spill-over members of fraternities, 
and has become a lucrative means of converting 
single family houses to income property.!  However, 
boarding houses, more than other types of housing, 
have become a problem for other residents in the 
neighborhood because they also tend to become 
“party houses” that cause nuisance and disruption, 
especially on weekends.!  The Oread Neighborhood 
has been seeking solutions with the help of the 
planning staff, and in October of last year provided a 
text amendment (TA), which we supported, that 
would have solved many of the problems.!  Subse-
quently, the October version of the TA was consid-
erably “watered down” by the PC.!  Fortunately, the 
City Commission did not accept that version and 
returned it with instructions to establish what goals 
the PC was trying to achieve.! A significant number 
of the single family houses in the Oread Neighbor-
hood can be expanded or are already large but are 
on very small lots, which poses a problem because 
each occupant needs a car. Therefore, the parking 
requirements should not be reduced for this use, 
and trash containers (another neglected need) 
should also be a requirement.!
! ! ! ! ! !Our letter pointed out that (1) Horizon 2020 
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already has goals that support neighborhood sustainability 
which should be recognized in addition to Oread Neigh-
borhood goals, (2) increasing the number of boarding 
houses should not be encouraged by easing requirements, 
(3) if preserving historical structures is a goal it is better 
accomplished through the Adaptive Reuse process,!  (4) 
one parking space per occupant and trash containers 
should be required, and (5) new restrictions should come 
into effect immediately but existing boarding houses that 
would become non-conforming could remain.!  OUT-
COME: this item was deferred.! !

Update your directory! 
We have some new members since the Membership Di-
rectory was printed.! Please add these names and correct 

Marci’s email address:!
•Richard Himes!5112 Stonewall Court!Lawrence KS 
66047!785-843-0678!svhimes@yahoo.com!
•Sherrill Catt!!2022 Camelback Drive, Lawrence KS 
66047!! 785-842-1439!scatt@sunflower.com!
•Andrea McMurray!336 Johnson Ave!Lawrence KS 66044-
3757 !(new member)!!
•Marjorie Walton!5918 Longleaf Dr!Lawrence KS 
66049!!!!! 785-749-1458!!!!marjoriewalton@earthlink.net.!!! !
•Nathan Lindsey!2573 Grand Circle!Lawrence 
KS!66047!!785-766-0197!nate.a.lindsey@gmail.com!!!! 
(student member)!
•Change:!Marci Francisco’s email address is! 
maf@sunflower.com!
!

JUne 2010,  page 5                                                                                                                                                              The Summertime Issue

   Let the      Join 
  sunshine  the

    in -                 League!

Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas 
County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are 
used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The 
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.. The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date 
through which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

!-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________"" " "  _____ Joining"    _____ Renewing through March 31, 2011
" "
" ____ Individual Membership ($50)"  _____ Household Membership ($75)

" ____ Student Membership ($20) -    University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

" " " " "       Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

" "
" I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv?" " Yes" " No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed? " " Printed"    " Emailed
(Emailed VOTERS are delivered sooner and include live links to the League website and other interesting places!)
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