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The VOTER

Housing & Development in Lawrence, KS with guests Mike Dever, David Longhurst and Kirk McClure.  
Unitarian Fellowship,1263 North 1100 Road.  Open to the public, feel free to bring a friend.

10:00 am -
12:00 pm

Saturday,
March 28th

Drinking League-ally Meet & Mingle.  Henry's Upstairs,11 E. 8th St.  Open to the public, feel free to bring a 
friend!

7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

Thursday,
March 19th

Annual Meeting. Maceli’s, 1031 New Hampshire St.  $13.99 lunch buffet or $12.99 for seniors & students.  
Special guest Joe Flannery will speak at noon.

11:30 am -
2:30 pm

Sunday
April 19th

City Commission and School Board Elections.7:00 am -
7:00 pm

Tuesday,
April 7th

City Commission Candidates Forum. Lawrence High School, 1901 Louisiana St.7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

Wednesday,
March 25th

Helen Fluker Award Dinner.  Smith Center, Brandon Woods. 1501 Inverness Drive.  Please see details below.11:30 am -
1:30 pm

Sunday,
March 22nd

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 
901 Iowa St.

7:00 pmSaturday,
March 21st

7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

City Commission & School Board Candidate Forums.  City Commission Meeting Room, Lawrence City Hall, 
6th E. 6th St.  Sponsored by the Voter Educ. Coaliton.

Wednesday,
March 18th

8:30 am -
1:00 pm

Thursday,
March 19th

League Day at the Capital. Willard Hall, First Presbyterian Church, 817 Harrison, Topeka.  $25 includes lunch.  
Full details at www.lwvk.org/calendar.html

LWV-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 
1901 Louisiana St.   All LWV-DC members are welcome to attend.

7:00 pmThursday, 
March 12th

LEAGUE CALENDAR
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Helen Fluker Award Luncheon

You are Invited to the 

10th Annual
Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 

Government Award Luncheon

Sunday, March 22nd 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Smith Center, Brandon Woods

1501 Inverness Drive
Buffet Lunch is $13.50

Please RSVP to Carrie Lindsey at 766-8561Helen Narramore Fluker



Annual Meeting - 
Save the Date!

The LWVL-DC Annual Meeting is 
Sunday, April 19th from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. in the Bistro Room at Ma-
cili’s, 1031 New Hampshire. 
Our special Guest Speaker is Joe Flan-
nery, whose topic will be  "Downtown 
Lawrence: Its History, Current Condi-
tions and Future Direction”.  Mr. Flan-
nery will speak at noon and will be fol-
lowed by the business meeting and offi-
cer elections.
Plan to arrive at 11:30 for Maceli’s deli-
cious buffet lunch.  Buffet price is $13.99 
for the public, or $12.99 for seniors and 
students.

THANK YOU!
Many thanks to this year's nominating committee: 
Donna Swall, Rita Spradlin, James Dunn, and Sue 
Himes, and Paula Schumacher. They have worked 
diligently to fill board positions for 2009-2010.

Bert Nash Board 
Meeting

February 24, 2009, 7:30 a.m.
Consent Agenda
The Minutes of January 27, 2009 were accepted after 
including a list of the volunteers for the Nominating 
Committee and the Awards and Citations Commit-
tee.
CEO Report
David Johnson, Bert Nash (BN) CEO said that equip-
ment will be updated so that the Board meetings will 

become electronic, providing each member with an in-
dividual tablet.
The software financial product is being thoroughly 
analyzed. The CEOs and Information Technology Di-

rectors of all three members of the As-
sociation of Community Mental 
Health Centers in Kansas (ACMHCK) 
believe that buying this software is the 
best option. Legal due diligence is be-
ing coordinated by the Wyandotte 
Center. Technical aspects are being co-
ordinated by BN through the Lawrence 
regional Technology Center (LRTC). 
At the present time, it looks fairly cer-
tain that BN will buy the product and 
hire or partner with LRTC for business 
planning and implementation. Jane El-
dredge asked what would happen if BN 
doesn’t buy it. David answered that 

BN would continue to use the product it has in the 
short term.
Budget
The cuts in the budget are deeper than when the 
budget was formed. Losses in State grant funding 
could reach $1,000,000 for the State Fiscal Year 2010. 
The Legislature could restore grants after the state re-
ceives money from the national government. If that 
doesn’t happen, BN needs to make more cuts with 
minimal impact on the people it serves. Erv Hodges 
wondered what to expect in the next 90 days. David 
Johnson thinks BN will see more people in the future 
when marriages fall part. David said that BN will 
have a better idea of operating costs after June when 
BN learns what the State and County decides to do.
Nominating and Awards Committee Reports
Doug Stevens reported that Carol Hatton is selected 
as President-elect. The position of Secretary-Treasurer 
needs to be filled.  David Ambler is receiving sugges-
tions of names for the Awards Committee to consider.

Linda Rosenberg, President and CEO, National 
Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare, 
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Hoops Mania - The Deadline Approaches
Thank you to everyone who is participating in our fund drive. The Hoops Mania deadline is March 10. All 
donations and/or ticket stubs must be received by then. If your stub information and donation isn't in by the 
deadline, the ticket will not be activated.  For more information contact Paula Schumacher at 785-550-2109 or 
paulaschumacher@gmail.com.



Rockville MD will be the speaker for the 
April 14 meeting.

The Board went into Executive Session at 
8:30 a.m. - Elinor Tourtellot

Regular Meeting, February 2009
 
Jerry Smith, Clerk, opened the meeting.  Absent was 
Charles Wintermantle, Trustee, vacationing in Flor-
ida (whose temperatures were below Kansas that 
week, which caused chuckles).  Present in addition to 
Clerk Smith were Suzanne Evenger, treasurer; Tim 
Kohler, road maintenance; Lyle Bowlin, Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief; and Brian Mansur, Fire De-
partment co-captain of training.
 
Minutes were accepted as read, and Suzanne’s treas-
urer report showed that the anticipated tac income 
had been deposited, leaving the township in position 
to make road repairs as needed.
 
Three fire trucks, including a pumper, have been 
transferred to the satellite station.  Landscaping and 
concrete will be completed when weather permits.
 
Meeting adjourned to enjoy venison summer sausage, 
brought by successful deer hunter Bowlin.
 - Peggy Baker

Board Meeting 
Highlights

Carrie Lindsey, president; Milton Scott, vice-presi-
dent; Gary Hale, treasurer; Marjorie Cole, Secretary; 
Directors, LeeAnn Duver, Brooke Goc, Kay Hale, and 
Mary Lou Wright met Feb. 12 at Lawrence High 
School Library. Board members James Dunn, Aline 
Hoey, Paula Schumacher, and Elinor Tourtellot were 
absent. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Gary distributed a 
treasurer’s report, listing all income and expenses 
since March 31, 2008. The net total was $4,313.26 in 

the checking account.  The treasurer’s 
report was accepted and filed for 
audit. 
Voter Service/VEC Report:  
LeeAnn reported that the first VEC 
event, a “meet and greet” the candi-
dates had not been well attended, per-
haps because with no primary it is a long time before 
there will be voting.  The next VEC event is scheduled 
for Monday, Feb. 16, at City Hall.  
Coming up on March 18, there will be a City Com-
mission Candidates Forum from 6:30 to 8 and a 
School Board Candidates Forum from 8 to 9.  On 
March 25, there will be a School Board Candidates at 
the USD 497 District Office, 7-9.  On March 30, a 
City Commission Candidate Forum will be held at 
Lawrence High Schoo, 7-9. Election Day is April 7. 
Membership:  Brooke reported that the next Drink-
ing League-ally meeting will be Thursday, February 
19, 2009 at Henry’s Upstairs.  She is currently work-
ing on membership cards and an orientation meeting 
for new members.  Local Burger offered discounts after 
the League Issues meeting in January and may 
continue.   
League Issues Meetings:  Kay reported that there 
had been 31 League members and 4 presenters at the 
January Issues Meeting on Energy Poliicy in Kansas.  
Committee members Jennifer Dropkin, Rita Spradlin, 
Donna and Forrest Swall met February 10 and devel-
oped a proposed schedule for League Issues Meetings. 
Kay distributed schedules that include the next meet-
ing, Saturday February 28, on “Ex-Offender Re-Entry 
Program in Douglas County”.  The speaker will be 
the program’s director, Shannon Murphy,   
The four remaining issues meetings will be on The Fu-
ture of Housing in Lawrence (March 28), An Update 
on Public Transit in Lawrence (April 25), Education 
Funding in Kansas (June 27), and Health Care Reform 
(July 25).  All will be held at Lawrence Public Library, 
except for the March 28, meeting which 
will be held at the Unitarian Fellowship.  
Carrie moved and LeeAnn seconded that 
the Issues Meeting Committee proceed 
with the proposed issues meetings. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Helen Fluker Award:  It was decided 
that March 8 was too early for the 
Fluker award and that date will be 
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Willow Springs 
Township Board



changed to later in the spring. 
Mabel Stucky Scholarship:  Ap-
plications for this scholarship are not 
in yet.  Aline and Arla Jones will be 
the contacts for the schools. 
League Training:  The first League 
training session, Concepts of Leader-
ship and Nominating Committees, 
will be held on Feb. 21 from 9:30 t 

11:30 am at the Atonement Lutheran Church, 9948 
Metcalf, Overland Park.  Facilitators will be Diane 
Kuhn and Jurina Watts.  Kay Hale will be driving and 
can take passengers. 
The second League training session, Making Board 
Meetings More Effective, will be May 14, from 6 to 7, 
immediately prior to the regular Lawrence-DC LWV 
board meeting. 
LWVKS Education Grant:  A grant application is 
being developed to work on a history of the 
Lawrence/DC League, mentioning especially the re-
sults of League projects in the area. 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting is being 
planned for a Sunday in April at Maceli’s, with a buf-
fet lunch prior to the speaker and the meeting. 
Budget Committee:  Gary is organizing the Budget 
Committee.  It will include the new treasurer 
nominee. 
Coordinated Transit Meeting:  Carrie attended 
the Coordinated Transit Meeting and reported a dis-
appointing turnout.  Although many voted for the 
funding city buses, only a handful showed up to help 
in the planning.  Carrie stressed how important con-
tinuing interest is to the development of public transit 
in Lawrence.   
State Convention:  The LWVKS will hold its con-
vention in Great Bend on May 2.  Lawrence has 8 
voting delegates who should plan to drive to Great 
Bend on May 1 and spend the night prior to the 
meeting. 
League Day at the Capital:  League Day will be 
March 19, 2009. 

Next Meeting: The 
board will meet next on 
March 12 at Lawrence 
High School Library, 7 
pm. 

- Marjorie Cole

Land Use 
Committee Report

February 28, 2009
The Land Use Committee met in the Community 
Mercantile meeting room on Saturday evening, Feb-
ruary 21.  We discussed the February Planning Com-
mission (PC) Agenda and the outcomes of two previ-
ous issues which we had addressed in letters to the PC 
and City Commission (CC).  We sent one letter to the 
PC commenting on a report on site planning included 
in the current Agenda.  We pointed out the need for 
more transparency and opportunity for public involve-
ment in site plan processing and approval.  We also 
discussed two issues on which we had previously sent 
letters to the PC that were due to appear before the 
CC in February: (1) the proposed text amendment on 
protecting environmentally sensitive areas and (2) the 
practice of “conditioning” zoning 
by eliminating certain permitted 
uses from a zoning district exclu-
sive to a specific site. We sent a let-
ter to the City Commission on the 
second issue—conditioning zoning 
districts. 
LUC Letter on Site Planning Re-
view Procedures.
      Background:  Site Plans are 
birds-eye-view two-dimensional architectural render-
ings of the objects that will go on a lot; e.g., drive-
ways, sidewalks, buildings and entrances, landscap-
ing, etc.  These are the last required plans for most 
uses (excluding single family residences and duplexes) 
that must be approved before a building permit can be 
issued.  These plans are especially important for 
neighbors to see because they may have a negative 
impact that can often be mitigated by minor changes.
      This month the PC received a report on the proc-
essing time frame and numbers of site plans approved 
in 2008.  Also included was a comparison of the proc-
ess with neighboring cities in the region and with the 
previous approval system in Lawrence as illustrated 
by data from 2004.  The previous policy had been to 
require city commission final approval.  The current 
policy requires only administrative (Planning Director) 
final approval.  The report illustrated the shorter time 
frame required in administrative approval. 
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 The LUC took this as an opportu-
nity to make comments on this new 
PC site plan policy. Carrie Lindsey 
and Paula Schumacher collaborated 
on an excellent letter pointing out the 
lack of transparency, public access 
and input into the new site planning 

process.  The new policy had the advantage of reduc-
ing approval time but at the expense of public partici-
pation.  The LUC letter asked for better public access 
and input, and clearer policy regarding the ability to 
appeal the final plan to the City Commission.  The 
letter also gave several suggestions for changes. Out-
come: the Planning Director reported that the letter 
was “well received” by the PC and staff, and will be 
reviewed with an eye for recommending text amend-
ments to the approval process.  An important im-
provement to public access coming up will be the 
posting of pending site plans on the planning website. 
Letter to the City Commission on Condi-
tioning Zoning.  
      Background.  The staff has been recom-
mending, and the PC and CC approving the 
“conditioning” of  zoning districts, almost 
on a regular basis, with the purpose of 
modifying the zoning district on a specific 
site by eliminating some or many uses from 
the district that otherwise would contains 
uses incompatible with the area or neigh-
borhood.  The process of doing this has been a very 
worrisome development for the League because, 
based on the language of State Planning Law as well 
as our Land Development Code, this is not the type 
of conditioning allowed a zoning district.  We realized 
that the problem lies in not understanding the differ-
ence between a “use” and a “zoning district.”  Re-
moving a use from a zoning district changes the zon-
ing district, thereby creating a new district, and re-
quires a text amendment to be legal. We have consis-
tently objected to the practice because to continue to 
do this eliminates the predictability and integrity of 
our zoning ordinance, as law.  We wrote a letter to the 
City Commission to this effect and testified at the 
CC meeting on February 24.  Outcome: The City 

Commission denied our request to follow 
the proper process of first adopting a text 
amendment before eliminating uses from a 
district.  They approved the rezoning ordi-

nance on second and final reading for a 
church lot slated to be a mortuary.  The 
rezoning ordinance for this specific lot 
had eliminated, as “conditions,” two use 
categories from the RSO District 
(Residence-Single Dwelling Office).  The 
two eliminated uses were Financial-
Insurance-Real Estate and Homeless Shelters. 
Other Outcomes of  Issues That the LUC Has Been 
Following.
The protection of environmentally sensitive areas sec-
tion of the Land Development Code (Section 20-
1101(d)) has been under review and revision since mid-
July as a result of a staff interpretation of this section 
of the Land Development Code.  Their interpretation 
was applied to the “Links” apartment/golf-course de-
velopment, located north of 6th Street and west of 
Queens Road.  The interpretation allowed  modifica-
tion and development of all but 10% of this quarter-

section of land,  much of which is heavily 
forested, and parts of which are extremely 
rough and steep, in all giving 60 % of the 
tract the classification of  environmentally 
sensitive.  
      The LUC has been following this text 
amendment for many months, has written 
letters and testified. The version that will re-
place the LDC Section 20-1101(d) finally 
came up for adoption by the City Commis-

sion on February 10.  There was one testimony by the 
public pointing out the loopholes and low standards in 
the proposed text amendment that would be ineffec-
tive in preserving sensitive areas except for those 
“critical” areas that are mostly preserved by other 
laws.  The appeal was for a better amendment and 
some method of preserving existing sensitive areas in 
the interim. Outcome: The CC, responding to testi-
mony from developers’ representatives, returned the 
text amendment to the PC for review with no time 
limit and with instructions to include developers in the 
discussion. 
Use of Churches for Homeless Shelters. The text 
amendment allowing use of churches for homeless 
shelters initiated by Family Promise was 
postponed by a legal challenge from one 
of the churches claiming religious dis-
crimination and asking for fewer restric-
tions.  The city’s position was that 
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churches needed some means of special fire protection 
and other provisions to enable a safe environment for 
the clients, including supervision through a permit 
system.  The City Commission eliminated the re-
quirements of this proposed text amendment, allow-
ing churches to take other homeless clients in addi-

tion to families, eliminated the permit requirement, 
but asked the Planning Commission to study the 
situation and return a recommendation later. 
The next Land Use Committee meeting will be March 
21, 7:00 PM at the Merc Community Meeting Room.

March 2009,  page 6         Women’s History Month; the 1920s Woman 

PROPOSED BUDGET 2009-2010
League of Women Voters Lawrence/Douglas County

INCOME YTD 2008-2009 Budget         2009-2010 Budget
Contribution

General Fund     530.00             2,800.00 2,000.00
Dues/Scholarship     175.00                     0.00     200.00
Education Fund      (not budget since all funds go to our account at National)

Total Contributions     705.00             2,800.00            2,200.00
Dues

2009-2010    665.00                     0.00 4,160.00
2008-2009 2,977.00                   4,000.00
2010-2011       665.00*

Interest       45.00    200.00       15.00
Hoops Mania /Fund raising     740.00                0.00     600.00
TOTAL 5,132.00             7,640.00
*Dues collected after 10-1-2010

2009-2010 Budget

EXPENSES YTD 2008-2009 Budget         2009-2010 Budget

Administration    260.00                  840.00                  500.00
Membership

Recruitment                148.00                  225.00                  200.00
Meals (Fluker)    556.00               1,065.00      100.00
State Meeting         0.00                  225.00                  724.00
LWVK  PMP 1,494.00               1,494.00   1,700.00
LWVUS  PMP 4,294.00               4,424.00              (5,432.00)

Half comes from Education Fund at National      2,716.00*
VOTER   Print       939.00
                 Postage    350.00               1,775.00**               1,500.00  
                 Permit    180.00                  180.00                        200.00

TOTAL            5,074.00   7,640.00

Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  Stucky Fund will expend $750 for annual 
scholarship.

*  Budget reflects amount we expend from our General Fund.

**  We still have one issue to pay for in 2008-2009 year.

Submitted by Budget Committee:
Gary Hale, Milton Scott, Carolyn Coleman and Carrie Lindsey



DC Voting Rights Is Moving Quickly
 
The District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act 
of 2009 is moving quickly through Congress.  The 
Senate passed the bill late on February 26.  Despite 
this victory, the fight is not over yet.  In fact, it has 
only just begun!  The House of Representatives is 
slated to begin debate on the bill and a vote is ex-
pected to be scheduled as soon as possible.
 
In order to keep you updated on all the happenings 
with the legislation in the House (HR 157) we're go-
ing to be posting new alerts and information on our 
site regularly.   Check back often so you can be sure 
Congress knows you support DC Voting Rights!

The League is 89!

This month, the League celebrated its 89 years of 
service and impact in communities across the country 
and renewed its commitment to keep democracy 
strong in 2009. We thank all of you who sent the 
League wonderful birthday wishes.

Join us in our work to keep democracy strong by get-
ting involved with your lo-
cal League! If you're already 
a member, ask your friends 
to get involved, or share 
your story and help inspire 
others.
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Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for 
LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two 
members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas 
and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and 
ends March 31.  The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through 
which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2009

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed as a PDF file? Printed    PDF

6

12

Be Thoroughly Modern - Join The League!

NEWS FROM LWV-US


