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Thursday,
March 4th

8:30 am League Day at the Capital.  Willard Hall, First Presbyterian Church, 817 SW Harrison, across 
from the Capitol.  Topeka

Thursday,
March 11th

7:00 pm LWVL-DC Board Meeting.  Lawrence High School Library, 1901 Louisiana St.  All League 
members are welcome to attend.  

Saturday,
March 13th

11:30 am Helen Fluker Open Government Awards Luncheon  Smith Center, Brandon Woods. 1501 In-
verness Drive.  Please see page 2.

Saturday, 
March 20th

7:00 pm Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 901 Iowa St. 

Friday, 
March 26th

9:00 pm VOTER Article Submission Deadline.  Please send submissions to 
lightwatcher@gmail.com.

Saturday, 
March 27th

10:00 am League Issues Meeting: Disability Rights.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.  

Sunday, 
April 18th

11:30 am LWVL-DC Annual Meeting.  Maceli’s. 1031 New Hampshire St. $13.99 for lunch buffet or 
$12.99 for seniors and students.  See related articles on pages 3 and 9.

Saturday, 
May 1st

LWVK Council Meeting. Big 12 and Flint Hills meeting rooms, Kansas State Union, Manhattan

June 5th - 11th LWV–US Convention. Marriott Atlanta Marquis, Atlanta Georgia

LEAGUE CALENDAR

The VOTER®

A  Note  from Co-President Kay Hale & Diane Oakes

Co-Presidents:	
 Kay Hale	
 	
 	
 843-2784	
 	
 kayhale @ sunflower.com
	
 	
 Diane Oakes	
 	
 832-0443	
 	
 doakes120 @ yahoo.com
Membership:	
 Brooke Goc	
 	
 917-1291	
 	
 brookegoc @ gmail.com
Voter Editor :	
 Ruth Lichtwardt	
 	
 841-5419	
 	
 lightwatcher @ gmail.com
Local League:     	
 http://www.lawrenceleague.com	
 National League: 	
 http://www.lwv.org
State League:     	
 http://www.lwvk.org        	
 lwvks@sbcglobal.net        

Committee and KS Bar Association  to learn about our grant project Safeguarding US Democracy: A Quest for A 
More Diverse Judiciary.     League activity continues with our monthlyIssues meetings, designed to educate mem-
bers on topics of critical importance.  Last by not least,  our advocacy work continues at the statehouse with Kay 
Hale testifying on campaign reform with research assistance from Carol Jacobsen.  

A key component to the League’s success is program planning – the process by which we choose our study pri-
orities for the next two years.   As reported earlier, League members participated in an open planning session on 
January 9 where five programs were suggested for study:  local transportation,  preservation of neighborhood schools,

As you read through this issue of the VOTER I hope you will be as pleased as we are with all the 
meaningful activities in which our League has engaged.   Of course,  February’s highlight was the 
90th Anniversary Celebration and kick off to our judiciary grant project.     The League has re-
ceived nothing but positive feedback from the seventy plus members and guests on the success 
of the evening and support for upcoming programs.  The reception provided an opportunity for 
long time League members to reconnect in celebration of our 90th anniversary.   It also allowed 
members of the District Court  Judiciary,   Douglas  County  Commission,   Judicial  Nominating 
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increasing local voter participation, investigating the relevance of our Land Use Committee in its current format, and the 
state of temporary employees.  On January 23 the conversation continued as members met to prioritize the pro-
posed programs for presentation to the Board of Directors at the February board meeting.  Members recom-
mended three programs (in priority order) for consideration:

Topic:  Increase local voter participation
      	
 Scope:  Should election structure be changed to insure greater participation? 
      	
 Method: examine electoral structure and timing, districting, alternative voting practices

Topic:  Preservation of neighborhood schools (K-6)
      	
 Scope:  Should existing neighborhood schools be preserved?
     	
  Method:  Research on school effectiveness, environmental impact

 	
 Topic:  Local transportation
      	
 Scope:  How can automobile dependency be decreased?
      	
 Method:  review current positions, walk ability, bike trails, buses, taxis, parking

As a result of input from members and after careful consideration of League resources, the Board of Directors 
voted to recommend one study for adoption: How can local voter participation be increased?  While the board 
acknowledged the importance of each topic they concurred with the members that increasing voter participation is 
both timely and closely aligned with the League’s mission.  In separate action, the board agreed to recommend that 
the incoming board study the Land Use Committee to determine if the present format is still viable.   In accordance 
with the bylaws of the LWV-L/DC  members will have an opportunity to discuss and vote on the adoption of the 
program for the upcoming two-year period at the League’s annual meeting. 

Don’t miss out!! Check out the calendar of upcoming events and be there!  

Helen Fluker Award Luncheon

                          You are Invited to the 
                      11th Annual

                       Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 
                       Government Award Luncheon

Sunday,                    March 13th 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
                              Smith Center, Brandon Woods

                               1501 Inverness Drive
                                      Buffet Lunch is $11

           Helen Narramore Fluker     Please RSVP to Marguerite Lohrenz at 865-0195
         



{Kansas} 
{League} 

{Honored|by} 
[Governor]

On Wednesday, February 17, 
2010, Governor Mark Parkinson 
and the Kansas Legislature hon-
ored the 90th anniversary of the 
League of Women Voters by 
declaring it "Making Democracy 
Work" day. 
In attendance were members of 
the seven local Leagues, includ-
ing LWV of KS President 

Ernestine Krehbiel and LWV US Board Director Janis 
McMillen.   Brooke Goc, President-Elect, and Elinor 
Tourtellot, Secretary, represented the Lawrence/
Douglas County chapter.

Representative Dolores Furtado and Senator Marci 
Francisco each read a resolution proclaiming the day 
as the League’s and recognized the League members 
present.   Attendees also joined Sen. Francisco midday 
for refreshments.  Thank you!

Each League will receive a copy of the Proclamation 
and a photo of the signing ceremony.

 March League Issues Meeting
The March League Issues meeting will focus on Dis-
ability Rights and will feature guests from the ARC of 
Douglas County and Cottonwood. The meeting will 
be Saturday, March 27th at the Lawrence Public Li-
brary from 10:00 am - noon.

SAVE THE DATE
LWVL-DC Annual Meeting

The LWV-L/Dc Annual Meeting is Sunday, April, 18th 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Bistro 
R o o m a t M a c e l i ’ s 1 0 3 1 N e w 
Hampshire.    Our special guest speaker 
will be announced.   The speaker’s pres-
entation will begin at noon followed by 
the business meeting and officer 
elections.   The Nominating Committee 
Report is below and the Proposed 2010-11 Budget is 
on page 9.

Plan to arrive at 11:30 for Maceli’s delicious buffet 
lunch.   Buffet price is $13.99 for the general public 
and $12.99 for seniors and students.

Nominating Committee Report

The 09-10 Nominating Committee met and reports 
the following slate for the 2010-2011 LWV Lawrence-
Douglas County Board of Directors:   

Officers
      President:  Brooke Goc
      Vice-President: Milton Scott 
	
 completing two year term
      Secretary:  Elinor Tourtellot 
	
 completing two year term
      Treasurer: Marjorie Cole 
	
 will be elected to two year term 
In addition, Brooke Goc has agreed to be President 

Elect, which will provide additional continuity 
with her serving a second year as President. 

Directors
Completing two year term
      Lee Ann Duver
      Aline Hoey
      Carrie Lindsey
      Marguerite Lohrenz
Need to be re-elected or a new nominee:
      Gary Hale
      Kay Hale
      Bob Duver
      Chris Lempa  

Nominating Committee for 2010-2011
Three non-Board members should be elected at the 
Annual  Meeting, one of them as Chairman.   Two 
board members will be appointed to join them at the 
first board meeting following the Annual Meeting.  
Chairman to be Determined
      Sharon Brown
      James Dunn
	
    Carol Nalbandian

Board Members
      Will be appointed at first board meeting.   

- Submitted by 2009-2010 Nominating Committee:  
Donna Swall, Chair, and Rita Spradlin, Marilyn Roy and 
Carrie Lindsey
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A Serious Campaign Finance 
Reform Issue 

Concern about Campaign Finance Re-
form has taken a new turn this month 
with the Kansas Governmental Ethics 
Commission’s finding that contributions 
to certain judicial retention elections do 
not fall under the spending limits of the 
Kansas Campaign Finance Act.   

Specifically, there is no limit in Kansas to the amount 
of money spent on campaigns for or against Kansas 
Supreme Court or Appellate Court justices who are 
up for retention elections. 

Justice Carol Beier will be on the November mid-
term election ballot with the option to retain or dis-
miss. On February 25, 2010, full page ad in the Topeka 
Capital Journal read as follows: 

“’Fire Beier’” 

	
 	
 “’Kansans from all walks of life and every per-
spective will come together this November and 
change the face of the Kansas Supreme Court. 
Fire Beier.’” 

This ad listed an individual in Lenexa, Kansas who 
claimed responsibility. We have eight months until the 
November election. With the Kansas loop-hole for 
electioneering “issue ads” that also do not fall under 
the Kansas Campaign Finance Act, additional large 
amounts of funding from unknown sources are ex-
pected to flow into the state nearer the election date. 

As you know, the League of Women Voters of Kansas 
passed an Action Resolution last May, 2009 to en-
courage the Legislature to bring these ads under the 
Kansas Campaign Finance Act. In support of this Reso-
lution, our local league held a community forum on 
October 31, 2009, where two legislators, a Republican 
and a Democrat, spoke to encourage action in sup-
port of Substitute for S.B. No. 117, a bill that would 
bring “issue ads” under the Campaign Finance Act.   

In the 2010 Legislative Session, the House Elections 
Committee took no action on S.B. No. 117. On Janu-
ary 22nd, Senator Terrie Huntington, R-Fairway, intro-
duced a new bill, S.B. No. 418. This bill would accom-
plish our LWVKS Action Resolution.    On February 3, 

2010, I presented testimony on behalf of the LWVKS 
in support of this bill to the Senate Eth-
ics and Elections Commission. 

We continue to track S.B. No. 418 and 
encourage your support for this bill. In 
response to the KGEC finding regarding 
no spending limits on electioneering 
communications in judicial retention 

elections we are looking into the possibility of asking 
the legislature to bring candidates for judicial retention 
election under the Campaign Finance Reform Act.   
Stay tuned. 
	
 	
 - Kay Hale, Co-President LWVL-DC

State  League Counci l  Meet ing  Announced
The League of Women Voters of Manhattan and Riley 
County will host the 2010 State League Council 
meeting in Manhattan on May 1st.Details of program 
are to be announced. The meeting will be held in the 
Big 12 and Flint Hills meeting rooms, of the Kansas 
State Union.   

Registration - Registration is $55 per person. Mail reg-
istration fee and name and contact information for 
each person you are registering to LWV MRC, PO 
Box 835, Manhattan KS 66506 by April 17, 2010

Hotel Reservations — A block of rooms has been 
reserved at the Holiday Inn at the Campus , directly 
across Bluemont Ave. from the K-State Union. Room 
rates are $99.95 plus tax for kings and doubles. To re-
ceive this discounted rate, please reserve your room 
by calling the hotel at (785) 539-7531 by March 30, 
2010.   Please mention you are attending the League 
of Women Voters Council Meeting. All rooms must be 
guaranteed by credit card.

Travel:  A carpool will be organized for local members 
to travel to Manhattan.   We hope to see a good 
turnout from Lawrence.   Please e-mail Kay Hale at 
kayhale@sunflower.com to sign-up for the carpool.   
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LWV-US
49th National Convention

June 11-15, 2010
Making Democracy Work: A History 
of Change, aA Future of HopeThe 
LWVUS invites all members to join 
fellow Leaguers from 50 states, the 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Hong 

Kong to celebrate 90 remarkable years of League 
achievements and chart the course for the next bien-
nium of League programs.

All League members are invited to attend Conven-
tion, but Presidents of local, state and ILO Leagues 
appoint their allotted delegates. The Lawrence League 
has been allotted two voting delegates. Non-voting 
members can be part of the excitement as the Con-
vention delegate body debates and adopts the 2010-
2012 National Program, the LWVUS Budget for the 
next fiscal year, and amendments to the LWVUS By-
laws. Delegates will also be choosing the LWVUS 
Board officers, directors and nominating committee 
for the next biennium. 

The Marriott Atlanta Marquis located in the down-
town area of Atlanta will be the site of the 
Convention.   

Lawrence Public 
Library 

Observer 
Report

February 15, 2010
Director Bruce Flanders, re-
ported that he is expecting an award from the city for 
the Library upgrade of new rooftop units, a comput-
erized control system and a possible replacement of 
chiller units as well.  A request for qualifications for 
library roof replacement vendors has been approved 
by the City Commission. Bruce and the Staff have 
been working on a plans for the Business Center ac-
tivities.

 The Board approved a memorial for Joyce Steiner (in 
addition to the annual “Joyce Steiner Storytelling 

Workshop) designating the story time area in the 
Children’s Room as the “Joyce Steiner Story Time 
Area,” with a plaque at the entrance to the room.

Most of the meeting focused on the possibility of de-
veloping plans to renovate and extend the Library at 
its existing site. It was stated that the City Commis-
sion's goals are to improve the library.  The Board will 
decide next month whether it wants to draft a letter 
to the City stating its objectives. 
	
 	
 	
 - Elinor Tourtellot - Observer

Member Profile

On February 17, 2010, I had the pleasure of inter-
viewing longtime Lawrence-Douglas County League 
member, Mary Michener. It was only near the end of 
our time together, as we were looking at the inscrip-
tion on a dusty silver platter, that we realized the coin-
cidence. Ten years ago to the day, Mary Michener was 
the first recipient of our new Helen Fluker Award for 
Open Government!

Mary Michener’s career with the League of Women 
Voters began in “1950 or so”, when, as Precinct 
Committee Woman for what was then the Wakarusa 
Township, taking vote for a local election. Over the 
years, she and her husband Charles, an entomologist 
and bee specialist, traveled for his research to Africa 
and Latin America and raised 4 children. While Mitch, 
as he is known to friends and colleagues, kept busy 
with his University teaching career, Mary started and 
ran “Adventure”, a local bookstore, for 23 years, simul-
taneously teaching “speed-reading” in the store base-
ment. In 1995, she retired from her bookstore and 
began a new adventure as a community activist. While 
volunteering at the local library, Mary’s interests 
turned to public transportation. She tells this story:

     “I don’t remember when I joined the League…but 
when I did, it widened my world. In recent years, I  vol-
unteered as League Observer for the (public) library 
Board, and served on a committee that stud-
ied…mental health care in Kansas. But my greatest 
effort, 1996-2000, was Citizens for Public Transporta-
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Mary Michener: 
“Natural-Born Volunteer”



tion. We had public meetings where social service 
a genc i e s to l d how the i r c l i e n t s needed 
transportation----to bring the baby in for vaccinations, 
to get the kids to special activities, to get folks to the 
doctor, etc. we had speakers from successful transit 
systems in other cities. We were in the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. We were at Earth Day. We 
had a petition (drive), and raised money for 
expenses. We wrote to every social and civic 
agency we could find, several hundred of 
them. We faced the City Commission---
through two Commissions, in fact---and the 
State Legislature (more daunting than the PTA, 
I found). And finally, on a blizzardy day in December of 
2000, the first bus pulled out. It still gives me a little 
thrill to see one of “my” buses go by.”

 For her efforts, Mary received the 1998 Community 
Access Award from Independence, Incorporated, the 
2002 Peace and Justice Award from the Peace and 
Justice Coalition, and in 2000, the first Helen Fluker 
Open Government Award. She served on the subse-
quent City oversight committee for Public Transporta-
tion, was CASA volunteer, and until recently, 
taught writing to women in the County Jail. (Her 
dedication earned a gift from one family mem-
ber that says “Please, don’t let me volunteer for 
anything else!!) She describes herself as a “…
natural born volunteer…always civic-minded.”

We want to salute Mary for  her long years 
of public service and commitment to the League!  
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 - Marilyn Roy

Board Meeting Highlights
February 11, 2010

PRESENT:   Kay Hale, Co-President, Diane Oakes, Co-
president, Marjorie Cole, Treasurer, Elinor Tourtellot, 
Secretary, Milton Scott, Vice-President, Direc-
tors: James Dunn, Lee Ann Duver, Gary Hale, 
Aline Hoey, and Marguerite Lohrenz.

ABSENT:   Brooke Goc, President-Elect and 
Carrie Lindsey.

The meeting was called to order by Kay at 7:00 
p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   The agenda was ap-
proved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The minutes of January 
meeting were approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: The Treasurer’s report 
states that we have paid the Kansas PMP in full   for 
the year. The National PMP is on a different schedule of 
payment than the state PMP.   We have paid one half of 
the National PMP, the first two quarters.   Our net 
income is positive.   Marjorie will send an addi-
tional $250 to the recipient of the Stuckey 
award to bring the award up to $750. Our offi-

cial membership of 122 is what our PMP is based on.  
We have an additional member, Barbara Sabol, bring-
ing up the total membership to 123.

The Budget Committee consists of Marjorie Cole, 
Paula Schumacher and Caroljean Brune. The fiscal year 
ends March 31 at which time we will need to find an 
auditor. 

ACTION ITEMS: 
90th Anniversary Reception - Sixty-four people 
have registered to come.  Mary Margaret Rowen 
has taken on the responsibility of engaging Mar-
celi's to cater refreshments.   Kay and Diane will 
speak to the group.  Milton will be in touch with 
Brooke about sending a press release and news 
articles before the reception.  Milton will contact 
Carolyn Trowbridge at the Lawrence Journal 

World and Diane will inform Ann Gardner of the LJW 
as to who will be attending   the event.   Board mem-
bers need to be at the Castle Tea Room by 5:30 p.m.

The ad Brooke wrote will be revised to state the 
celebration of the 90th Anniversary along with infor-
mation about what the League does.   This could be 
released multiple times after the event. 

Judiciary Grant - The next event will be a 
Community Forum that we hope to co-sponsor 
with the Dole Center for Politics and the KU 
School of Law.  The program in the fall will be a 
Law School event.   This will include students 
and practicing attorneys who might be inter-
ested in becoming judges.   Minority groups will 

be involved. 
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Program Planning - The following five local pro-
grams were identified as possible  studies:

1.    Topic:  Increase local voter participation
	
   Scope:  Should election structure be changed 

to insure greater participation?
    Method: Examine electoral structure and tim-

ing, districting, alternative voting   practices  

2.   Topic: Preservation of neighborhood schools (K-6)
	
  Scope:   Should existing neighborhood schools be 

preserved?
	
  Method:   Research on school effectiveness, envi-

ronmental impact

3.   Topic:  Local transportation
	
  Scope:   How can automobile dependency be de-

creased?
	
  Method:   Review current positions, 

walkability, bike trails, buses, 
taxis, parking 

4.  Topic: Temporary employees (see tax 
abatement position, living wage)

	
  Scope:   Should local government take action to 
improve the well-being of temporary employ-
ees? What is the impact of temporary em-
ployment?

	
  Method: Determine economic impact, size of work 
force involved 

5.  Topic:   Is the Land Use Committee still relevant? 
Should we continue it?

	
  Scope:   What is the structure and impact of 
the Land Use Committee?   

    Method:  Survey of effectiveness, reactive vs. 
proactive 

The Board recognizes that all suggested pro-
grams are worthy of study.   Since only one 
study can be done at a time, the Board rec-
ommends that #1 is the most relevant and 
most tied to our mission.  Diane moved and Margue-
rite seconded that we accept number #1, changing 
the wording to read "Topic: Voter participation in local 
elections. Scope: How can we increase voter partici-
pation? Method: Examine electoral structure and tim-
ing, districting, and alternative voting practices." The 
motion carried. The wording of the recommended 
issue may be amended at the annual meeting pro-

vided the intent is not changed.   The League's 
program is determined at the meeting.

Participation in upcoming events - Next Wednes-
day, February 17, Governor Mark Parkinson and 
the Kansas Legislature will be recognizing all of the 
Kansas Leagues with a special Proclamation and 
designating that day as:  “League of Women Voters 

Making Democracy Work Day”!    Carol Jacobson, 
Brooke Goc and Elinor Tourtellot will be attending.

March 4th, League Day at the Capital, will be attended 
by Kay, Gary, and Brooke.

The LWVUS Convention will be held June 5th in 
Atlanta.     Brooke and Elinor have shown interest in 
attending the convention. 

Membership directory - The member-
ship expires on March 31.   It was de-
cided that the membership directory 
will be published and handed out at the 
annual meeting

COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS:

Fluker Award Luncheon - The luncheon will be held 
on March 13, 2010 at Brandon Woods.   There will be 
a public announcement of the winner of the Fluker 
Award before the luncheon.
Fund Drive - Diane reported that the Board mem-
bers have already contributed generously to the Fund 
Drive.
Announcements - The Liber tarian Forum was 

successful. 
League Issues Meetings:   The next meetings are 
February 13 on Homelessness and March 27 
on Disability Rights.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00  p.m.   
	
 	
 - Elinor Tourtellot, secretary

Land Use Committee Report
February 26, 2010 

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met at the Merc 
Community Meeting Room at 7:00 PM on Saturday, 
February 20, 2010.   The main issue discussed was 
Item No. 5 of the February Planning Commission 
(PC) Agenda, the proposed Text Amendments to the 
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Land Development Code, Section 20-1101(d) and 
other Sections that relate to it in dealing with Protec-
tion Standards for Environmentally Sensitive Areas.  
Changes to this amendment have been under consid-
eration for many months. The PC has considered sev-
eral changes, but still has not come up with a final ver-
sion. The LUC sent a forwarding letter on this to the 
PC and included previous letters with attachments 
that had been sent to them in September and No-
vember of last year. 

The February PC discussion was spe-
cifically scheduled to provide some 
incentives for developers to preserve 
environmentally sensitive areas. Be-
cause the current code and amend-
ments deal only with residential ar-
eas,   the staff came up with the spe-
cific proposal to provide density in-
creases as a bonus.   They proposed 
to proportionately increase the num-
ber of permitted dwellings on a 
property in exchange for preserving 
sensitive land beyond what is re-
quired by the Code. The number of 
dwelling units that are normally permitted is calcu-
lated by arriving at the developable acreage left when 
all of the acreage for streets and other Code re-
quirements, including the maximum amount of Sensi-
tive Land required by the Code, are subtracted from 
the total property acreage (leaving amount of develo-
pable land) and then dividing this developable acreage 
by the required lot size per dwelling. This gives the 
number of units that can be developed on the prop-
erty or the Base Density. The bonus is a proportional 
increase in number of units permitted based on 
amount of sensitive land preserved beyond that 
maximum required by the Code in the Base Density. 

We sent one letter and an attachment:   a forwarding 
letter plus two of our previous letters (September 
and November)   which also had attachments and 
dealt with incentives, among other issues.   Briefly, the 
forwarding letter sent in February pointed to our 
main objection to the approach of bonuses taken by 
this most recent proposed amendment.  We objected 
to adding any additional density to that already per-
mitted on the land by the district and its Base Density, 
because every residential district already caps the 

density that can be developed on land in its district.  
As mentioned, any residential district already allows its 
maximum density based on its Base Density.   The 
problem for a developer trying to save more sensitive 
land is the potential loss of developable space, which 
then results in loss of number of dwelling units per-
mitted on the property as compared to that in its 
Base Density.   We believe that to retain the number 
of buildable units that are already permitted on the 

original property under its Base Den-
sity, while preserving additional sensi-
tive land is already a bonus. There are 
already several options in the Land 
Development Code to permit this 
such as Cluster Development, which 
allows reducing lot sizes in order to 
preserve more open space but main-
tains the Base Density in terms of 
number of dwelling units permitted.  
Therefore, we objected to the pro-
posal to add   permitted density in 
terms of number of dwellings permit-
ted above the number allowed by 
the original Base Density as the in-
centive bonus.   

The forwarding letter also reiterated the need to in-
clude sensitive land types that had been eliminated in 
previous versions of amending this Section 20-
1101(d); i.e., steep slopes, prairies, and not yet regis-
tered historic and archeological sites. Our letter and 
its attachments can be downloaded under the City 
Planning Website: February Agenda Item No. 5, 
Correspondence. 

The Horizon 2020 Draft Environ-
mental Chapter is almost ready for 
public review.

It is important to note that what 
actually becomes law will depend on 
the new Environmental Chapter 16 
of Horizon 2020.   The draft will be 
available for public comment within 

the next several weeks, so please be aware of the op-
portunities for public input, and please respond, be-
cause this will be one of the most important of all 
comprehensive plan chapters. 
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Guess who keeps insisting on getting the vote?



Proposed Budget  2010-11
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     Fiscal YTD  2009-10 Budget 2009-10 Budget 2010-11 Budget
INCOME

ContributionsContributions
General Fund $580.00 $2,000.00 $2,337.00
Dues Scholarships $195.00 $200.00 $200.00
(Education Fund is not shown here as it is not part of our operational budget.)(Education Fund is not shown here as it is not part of our operational budget.)(Education Fund is not shown here as it is not part of our operational budget.)

Total ContributionsTotal Contributions $775 $2,200 $2,537.00

Hoopsmania $555.00 $600.00 $500.00
Dues $3,920.00 $4,825.00 $4,500.00
Interest from Money Market FundInterest from Money Market Fund $34.00 $15.00 $30.00
Meals (mtgs w/catering)Meals (mtgs w/catering) $27.00
State CouncilState Council

TOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOME $5,311.00  $ 7,640.00 $7,567.00

EXPENSES
AdministrationAdministration

Administrative Fund $7.00
P.O. Box $44.00
Finance Drive
Secretary $10.00
Postage $104.00

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIONTOTAL ADMINISTRATION $165.00 $500.00 $200.00

Membership
Annual Mtg. Program $127.00
Membership Chair

MEMBERSHIP TOTALMEMBERSHIP TOTAL $127.00 $200.00 $150.00

Meals & HospitalityMeals & Hospitality
Annual Mtg $28.00
Issue Mtg $10.00
Meals (catered mtgs)
Other Hospitality $15.00
Afternoon with Legislators $56.00

TOTAL MEALS AND HOSPITALITYTOTAL MEALS AND HOSPITALITY $109.00 $100.00 $100.00

VOTER $1,500.00
Bulk Mail Account $400.00
Printing $1,035.00
Postage $55.00
Labels $29.00
Bulk Permit $185.00 $200.00

VOTER TOTALVOTER TOTAL $1,704.00 $1,700.00 $1,700.00

State and National Leagues PMPs (Per Member Payments)State and National Leagues PMPs (Per Member Payments)
LWVK PMP $1,728.00 $1,700.00 $1,728.00
LWVUS PMP* $1,403.70 $1,403.70 $1,430.00

PMP TOTAL $3,131.70 $3,103.70 $3,158.00

Expenses for State/Ntl. Mtgs.Expenses for State/Ntl. Mtgs.
State Meeting $318.00 $724.00 $259.00
National Convention $0.00 $2,000.00
Mileage pmt

MEETING EXPENSE TOTALMEETING EXPENSE TOTAL $318.00 $724.00 $2,259.00

TOTAL EXPENSETOTAL EXPENSE $5,554.70 $6,327.70 $7,567.00

NET INCOMENET INCOME -$243.70 $1,312.30 $0.00

*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.*Half of the National PMP is paid from the Education Fund.  Neither donations to or withdrawals from the Education Fund are listed in this Budget.
This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.This proposed Budget reflects income/expenditures for General Funds.  The Stucky Fund will expend $750 for the annual scholarship.
Year to Date Income and Expenses do not include March, the final month of the fiscal year.Year to Date Income and Expenses do not include March, the final month of the fiscal year.Year to Date Income and Expenses do not include March, the final month of the fiscal year.Year to Date Income and Expenses do not include March, the final month of the fiscal year.

Submitted by Budget Committee:  Marjorie Cole, CJ Brune, Paula SchumacherSubmitted by Budget Committee:  Marjorie Cole, CJ Brune, Paula SchumacherSubmitted by Budget Committee:  Marjorie Cole, CJ Brune, Paula Schumacher



League Urges 
Senate to Pass 

Critically Impor-
tant Campaign 
Finance Law
February 18, 2010

TO:                  Members of the U.S. Senate
FROM:              Mary G. Wilson, President
RE:                  Updating Campaign Finance Laws for 
the 2010 Elections
With the Supreme Court’s recent decision in Citizens 
United v. FEC, it is critically important for Congress to 
update campaign finance laws, especially disclosure 
requirements governing corporate and union 
spending.   With the 2010 elections fast approaching, 
delay is simply not a viable option.

The Court’s decision in Citizens United allows corpo-
rations to make unlimited independent expenditures 
in candidate elections, thus changing the foundation 
on which decades of congressional enactments on 
campaign finance are built.   Such fundamental change 
requires a considered response from Congress.   We 
support a variety of approaches, but we do not ex-
pect legislation adopted this year to address every 
possible issue.   However, some steps clearly are vital 
to govern the conduct of the 2010 elections.  

After Citizens United, we urgently need enhanced 
disclosure.   This is the most basic step toward pro-
tecting the role of the voter in making decisions in 
elections.   It is now possible for corporations to se-
cretly provide funds that another corporation uses to 
intervene directly in an election.   This is simply 
unacceptable. 

The Court pointed in the direction of enhanced dis-
closure when it said that disclosure is important to 
“providing the electorate with information.”   It also 
supported disclaimer requirements “so that the peo-
ple will be able to evaluate the arguments to which 
they are being subjected.”  We couldn’t agree more.

After providing enhanced disclosure, the next most 
important step for Congress is to do no further 
harm.   A decision as far-reaching as Citizens United 
will provoke proposals that could make our election 

system and government processes even worse.   Such 
steps as raising contribution limits to candidates and 
PACs, or allowing corporations and unions to donate 
huge sums to political parties or even to candidates, 
could increase corruption or the appearance of cor-
ruption and further distort our political processes.

Senator Schumer and Rep. Van Hollen have released a 
legislative framework providing for heightened disclo-
sure, more complete disclaimers, barring election 
spending by foreign corporations, barring election ads 
by government contractors, clarifying coordination 
rules, and ensuring candidates can afford to respond 
to heavy corporate or union spending.     We believe 
this is a responsible and balanced approach.

Fair and clean elections, determined by the votes of 
American citizens, should be at the center of our 
democracy.   Congress must act quickly in addressing 
the Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC.

Dear friend,

Earlier this month I testified be-
fore the Committee on House 
Administration regarding the re-
cent Supreme Court decision in Citizens United v. 
FEC. As president of the League of Women Voters, I 
was honored to present the League's concerns and 
suggestions on this new threat to our democracy. You 
and I both know that the League's voice is sought and 
respected by decision-makers on ways to strengthen 
our system and protect American voters. 
During the hearing, I spoke about the implications of 
the Court's decision. This unprecedented ruling up-
ends campaign finance law that has been in place for 
a century. According to a recent ABC News/ Wash-
ington Post poll, 80 percent of Americans oppose the 
ruling. We now need Congress to respond immedi-
ately and pass legislation that governs corporate and 
union spending. Waiting until after the 2010 elections 
is simply not a viable option. 

Enhanced disclosure is the most basic step needed to 
protect the role of the voter in making decisions in 
elections. It is now possible for corporations to se-
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A Letter from LWV-US 
President Mary G. Wilson
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cretly provide funds that another corporation uses to 
intervene in an election through independent expen-
ditures. This is not acceptable. The League supports 
strong disclosure requirements for both those who 
receive election funds and those who provide such 
funds.

I am so proud to stand with dedicated League mem-
bers and activists, like you, who realize what's at stake 
and have stepped up to act. Fair and clean elections, 
determined by the votes of American citizens, should 
be at the center of our democracy. The League will 
continue to fight to ensure that they are.

Thank you, as always, for standing with us.

 Welcome to New 
League Members! 

We are happy to announce Barbara Sabol and Bonnie 
Dunham have joined us. 

Please add to your directory: 
 
Barbara Sabol  500 Florida Lawrence KS 66044-
1733 785-312-9887  
barbara.sabol@gmail.com 

Bonnie M. Dunham 2712 Westdale Cir.  Lawrence KS 
66049 785-842-2423
bondun@sunflower.com
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✁------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________	
	
 	
 	
  _____ Joining	
    _____ Renewing through March 31, 2011
	
 	

	
 ____ Individual Membership ($50)	
  _____ Household Membership ($75)

	
 ____ Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
       Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

	
 	

	
 I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv?	
 	
 Yes	
 	
 No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed? 	
 	
 Printed	
    	
 Emailed

Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for LWV Lawrence-Douglas 
County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are 
used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The 
League year begins April 1 and ends March 31.  Dues paid after September will be prorated. The date listed above your name on the 
address label on your VOTER is the date through which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

Help Make This Year Our 
Jolliest Ever - Join the League!
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