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The VOTER

Drinking League-ally Meet & Mingle.  Henry's Upstairs,11 E. 8th St.  Open to the 
public, feel free to bring a friend!

7:00 pm -
9:00 pm

Thursday,
April 16th

League Issues Meeting: “Housing & Commercial Development in Lawrence”. 
See article on page 2 for panelists.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.

10:00 am -
Noon

Saturday,
May 9th

Land Use Committee Meeting. Community Mercantile Meeting Room, 
901 Iowa St.

7:00 pmSaturday,
April 18th

Annual Meeting. Maceli’s, 1031 New Hampshire St.  $13.99 lunch buffet or $12.99 
for seniors & students.  Special guest Joe Flannery will speak at noon.

11:30 am -
2:30 pm

Sunday,
April 19th

League Issues Meeting: “Update on Public Transit in Lawrence” with speaker 
Tom Worker-Braddock.  Lawrence Public Library, 707 Vermont St.

10:00 am -
Noon

Saturday,
April 25th

LWV-DC Board Meeting. Lawrence High School Library, 
1901 Louisiana St.   All LWV-DC members are welcome to attend.

7:00 pmThursday, 
April 9th

League Calendar

A  Note  from President  Carrie  Lindsey
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This is the last President’s Message for my term.  I loathe writing it because I frankly 
just don’t like to write.  But also, because this will be my message of gratitude, I am 
afraid I will forget to thank someone.   

This has been an incredible year.  An historical election year came and went.  
The League participated in the very successful initiative to Save the T.  We registered 
many voters.  We have had a 14% increase in membership.  None of these things 
would have been possible without the support the following individuals (in no particular order!) whom I owe a 
debt of gratitude that words alone will not suffice but are most certainly required:   

Ruth Lichtwardt for not just editing but for frequently writing items for the Voter.  It is not only a 
daunting task but an act of devotion to put out a newsletter for this organization nearly every month of the 
year.  Sharon Brown for labeling and mailing the Voter.  This too is a huge task, often delayed by my inability 
to remember that she needs the labels in order to complete the task.  Diane Oakes, who has already been an ex-
cellent mentor to me for years, represented the League on the Voter Education Coalition (VEC). She took on a 
leadership role in that capacity and her commitment to the VEC has given the League an extra boost in our 
reputation.   Arla Jones for  trying to update the website in the face of one of the busiest years the League has 
had in awhile. David Burress for maintaining the listserve.  Chris Lempa, a new member, willingly did several 
small behind the scene tasks and served on the Helen Fluker committee.  Betty Lichtwardt and all of the mem-
bers of the Land Use Committee.  Betty reviews every planning commission report in depth and prepares a re-
port for the committee which dutifully meets on a Saturday night.  The League is one of the only organizations



Joe Flannery, president of Weaver’s Department 
Store will be the keynote speaker of the League’s 
2009 Annual Meeting. Mr. Flannery will talk about 
downtown Lawrence – its history, current status and 

his vision for the future. A life-
long resident of Lawrence, Mr. 
Flannery is uniquely qualified to 
comment on the downtown 
area. 

The Annual Meeting will take 
place at Maceli’s on Sunday, 
April 19th. The proceedings will 
start at 11:30 a.m. with a deli-

cious brunch served from Maceli’s buffet. Each person 
must pay for their own brunch at the time of service. 
Mr. Flannery will give the keynote presentation at 
noon; the annual business meeting will open at 12:30. 
We plan to adjourn by 2:00 p.m.

To help the League raise funds, a 
silent auction will take place dur-
ing the annual meeting. Lots of 
interesting items have been do-
nated to the auction - see the ar-
ticle on page 3.  So please get 
ready to have fun and partici-
pate. - Kay Hale
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that has consistently monitored planning and growth in Lawrence for more than 30 years.  It has paid off and 
is now mostly done because Betty, Alan Black and Eleanor Wenger continue to rally for the cause.  Bob 
Lichtwardt kindly hand delivers letters to my office so that I can sign them without much disruption to my 
own schedule. Thank you all.   

I have been supported by the BEST BOARD EVER.  Marjorie Cole is not only the Secretary for the 
organization but keeps me on track, answers all of my questions, sometimes two or three times.  James Dunn 
also participated in the VEC and assisted me in carrying out many small tasks that might otherwise not have 
gotten done.  Lee Ann Duver, again also participated in the VEC.  In addition, Lee Ann organized many op-
portunities for us to register voters and enlisted the assistance of her husband, Bob, to set up, take down, buy 
lunch and any other number of things involved with voter registration.  Brooke Goc brought the League to a 
new generation by creating a Facebook page for us, assisted with several press releases and also registered 
voters.  Her ideas and energy will ensure that the League remains viable to the next generation.  Gary Hale 
kept the books, put up with my inability to answer any questions related to what the Treasurer does and al-
ways did so patiently.  Kay Hale nearly single handedly brought back unit meetings and tied up too many 
loose ends to count.  Aline Hoey registered voters numerous occasions, headed up the Mabel Stuckey Scholar-
ship Committee and took on organizing the Observer Corp, no easy task.  Caleb Morse put together the 
Voter Guides, did A LOT of behind the scene writing of letters and proof reading. Paula Schumacher, willingly 
joined the Board late when we needed a board member to sign letters for the Land Use Committee (LUC).  In 
addition, her efforts through Hoops Mania have proven again that sporting events can be a really good fund 
raiser for the League. Milton Scott regularly attends the LUC meetings and puts up with me making last min-
ute demands of his time to take on tasks that I have forgotten to otherwise delegate.  Elinor Tourtellot wrote 
all of the thank you notes that needed to be written and did any task I ever asked of her, frequently also at the 
last minute. And finally, Mary Lou Wright, who keeps me on my toes, made sure the League had great adver-
tising for the T and made many, many calls to former members encouraging them to renew their membership.       
My most sincere gratitude to all of you.  If anything has been accomplished this year, it is only through your 
willingness to meet all of my demanding requests.  

And lastly, I have had the pleasure of leading an organization that is filled with some of the smartest 
women and men I have ever met.  I have learned amazing things from and they have been a great source of 
support: Janis McMillen, Mary and Jack Davidson, marci francisco, Donna and Forrest Swall, Bob Fluker, 
Mary Miller, Mary Michener, Lee Ketzel, Marian Warriner and all of the other remaining 88 members who 
make this a great organization. I hope that those of you who are new to the organization will enjoy it as much 
as I do. Thank you all very much. 

Joe Flannery to Speak at LWVL-DC Annual Meeting
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This year the League did not do a general fund raising 
letter.  Rather, we used that opportunity to fund raise 
for our campaign to Save the T.  So, at our Annual 
Meeting on April 19, 2009 we will host a silent 
auction.  Here are some of the items that will be up 
for bid:
 
- Gift Certificate from the Free State Brewery
- Dinner for four cooked by our own Kay Hale
- Gift Certificate from the Raven
- Gift Certificate for a massage from Lawrence 

Therapy Services
- Autographed copies of books by Kansas authors
- Artwork by League member Elinor Tourtellot
 
If you or your business have an itemyou would 
like to donate, please contact Carrie at 766-
8561.

We are pleased to announce a continuing series of 
League Issues Meetings. You are encouraged to come 
and to bring a friend to the meetings. We think the 
discussions will be both interesting and lively. Here is 
the meeting schedule:

April 25th: Update on Public transit in Law-
rence
Speaker: Tom Worker-Braddock

May 9th: Housing and Commercial Develop-
ment in Lawrence
Panel moderated by Carrie Lindsey
Panelists: Mike Dever, Mayor of Lawrence
David Longhurst. comptroller, Fritzel Construction
Kirk McClure, professor in Dept of Urban Planning at 

KU

June 24th: Health Care Reform
Presenters: To be announced

July 24 th: Education Funding 
in Kansas
Presenters: Mark Tallman, lobbyist
Kansas Association of School 

Boards

Rick Doll, newly appointed super-
intendentLawrence Public Schools

League Issues Meetings will be 
held at the Lawrence Public Li-
brary from 10:00 a.m. to noon, on 
the specified dates unless other-
wise notified. A more detailed de-
scription of each topic will be included with the meet-
ing reminder.

Kay Hale, Chair
Planning Committee

Bonnie Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:37 a.m.
Consent Agenda
Financial:
Operating revenue was on target for the year. The to-
tal year to day expenses are under budget due to va-
cant positions. Starting in May 2009, the Bert Nash 
Center (BNC) will be sending private individual bills 
that are past due120 days or more to a collection 
agency.  These accounts will be written off as bad 
debts.  Accounts receivable increased 5% in February. 
BNC received the biannual payment for county fund-
ing, final payment for the Cooperative School Integra-
tion Grant, and the annual Endowment Fund Distri-
bution in February.

CEO Report
Inpatient Services:
The Community Health Improvement Project’s 
(CHIP) focus is prevention of mental illness. CHIP 
will make public the report of its sub committee in 
June. After that time, BNC will make a decision about 
inpatient services. CEO David Johnson thinks depres-
sion in teens needs to be the focus.

Review and Comment
Software Product Purchase
The Wyandot and Family Service and Guidance Cen-
ter software purchase is moving forward and will be 
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LWVL-DC  Silent Auction

League Issues Meetings

Bert Nash Board Report 
March 31, 2009
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made by April 16th. It will cost BN $50,000 to be 
part of the software purchase.  Jane Eldredge and oth-
ers had concerns about the investment.  What are the 
terms of purchase?  Will BNC own exclusive right to 
the code? What about the marketing aspect?  BNC 
will be buying the product not the company.  There 
was much discussion and many unanswered 
questions.  At David Ambler’s suggestion, it was 
agreed that BNC should meet with the Board com-
mittees of the other centers to make sure everyone is 
in agreement.  Doug Stevens wanted the BNC attor-
ney involved.

Budget
Cuts to the budget are not as big as expected.

Nominating Committee Report
The new committee consists of Doug Stephens as 
new Chair, Carol Hatton, Chair Elect, Bootsie 
Lauridsen, Secretary/Treasurer and Ken McGovern 
will continue as Board of Director Representative. 
The Endowment Board proposes to extend its number 
of members to nineteen.

Search Committee Report
The list for Development Director is narrowed to two 
people.

In Other News
The Pioneer Celebration will be held on Tuesday, 
April 14, 2009 at Maceli’s.  The social hour begins at 
5:30 p.m. and the program will start at 6:00 p.m.  It 
is free and open to the public.  School Superintendent 
Randy Weseman will be recognized at the event as 
employer of the year. The keynote speaker will be 
Linda Rosenberg, president and CEO of the National 
Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare in 
Washington, D.C.                                 

-Elinor Tourtellot

Congratulations to Jamie Shew, Douglas County 
Clerk, for being the 2009 recipient of the Helen Fluker 
Award!  A well-attended luncheon was held in his 
honor on March 22nd at Brandon Woods’ Smith Cen-
ter, where he was presented with the Fluker Award 
platter.   The LWVL-DC is very appreciative of Ja-
mie’s innovative service and his dedication to provid-
ing a more open and accessible elections process to 
the voters of Douglas County, and to the Fluker fam-
ily for their ongoing support of the award.

Carrie Lindsey, president; Gary Hale, treasurer; Mar-
jorie Cole, Secretary; Directors James Dunn, LeeAnn 
Duver, Kay Hale, Paula Schumacher, Elinor Tourtel-
lot, and Mary Lou Wright met March 12, 2009, in the 
Lawrence High School Library.  Absent were  Milton 
Scott, Brooke Goc, and Aline Hoey 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Carrie will be contact-
ing League members about participating in the An-
nual Sunshine Week National Dialogue, “Opening 
Doors: Finding the Keys to Open Government” on 
Friday March 20 from 1-2:30 via free web cast. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Gary distributed a 
treasurer’s report, listing all income and expenses 
since March 31, 2008.  
COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS: 
Voter Service/VEC Report: LeeAnn announced 
the dates and places of the remaining VEC forums for 
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Jamie & Dawn Shew and family with Bob Fluker

Helen Fluker Open and Accessible 
Government Award 
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city commission and school board candi-
dates.  We were encouraged to submit ques-
tions. The Voter Guide was nearly 
completed.  Several candidates have not re-
sponded and this will be indicated in the 
guide. 
League Issues Meetings:  Kay reported 
that approximately 22 people attended the 
Saturday February 28 meeting on “Ex-Of-
fender Re-Entry Program in Douglas County”.  The 
speaker was Shannon Murphy, director of the pro-
gram, and her presentation was well received on a 
very snowy Saturday. 
Kay also announced an Issues Meeting, “The Future 
of Housing and Development in Lawrence” (March 
28, 10 am, at the Unitarian Fellowship.) with speak-
ers Kirk McClure, David Longhurst, and Mark 
Dever.  [This meeting had to be cancelled because of 
severe weather warnings and will be rescheduled]. 
Upcoming Issues Meetings are   “An Up-
date on Public Transit in Lawrence” (April 
25), “Education Funding in Kansas (June 
27, “Health Care Reform”  (July 25).  All 
will be held at Lawrence Public Library at 
10 am,  
Hoopsmania:  Eighty-four tickets were 
sold in the 2007-08 fundraiser, providing 
$546 for our League.  In addition, other do-
nations were made by League members 
who did not buy tickets, bringing the total to $696.00 
and setting a record for this fundraiser.  Gary pointed 
out that this pays for half the publishing of the Voter.  
Appreciation was expressed for Paula Schumacher 
and Elinor Tourtellot for their productive work. 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Helen Fluker Award:  The Award luncheon will be 
Sunday, March 22 at the Smith Center, from 11 to 2. 
Tickets are $13.50 and RSVPs should be sent  by 

email or phone to Carrie 
Lindsay. 
Mabel Stucky Scholar-
ship:  Applications for this 
scholarship have been re-
ceived by  Aline . 
League Training:  Kay re-
ported that about 20 people 
attended the first League 
training session (Concepts of 
Leadership and Nominating 

Committees) on Feb. 21 in Overland Park. 
The second League training session (Making 
Board Meetings More Effective) will be May 
14, from 6 to 7, immediately prior to the 
regular Lawrence-DC LWV board meeting, 
with Diane Oakes presenting. 
Nominating Committee:  Paula distrib-
uted a slate of nominees for positions on the 
LWV/L-DC board, as follows:  Co-presi-

dents Kay Hale and Diane Oakes, Vice-President 
Milton Scott, Secretary Marjorie Cole, Voter Service 
LeeAnn Duver, Fundraising Elinor Tourtellot, Ob-
server Corps Aline Hoey, Membership Brooke Goc, 
Marguerite Lohrenz, James Dunn, Gary Hale, and 
Carrie Lindsay. Members of the nominating commit-
tee are James Dunn, Sue Himes, Paula Schumacher, 
Donna Swall and Rita Spradlin. 
Annual Meeting:  The Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, April 19, at 11:30, at Maceli’s, with a buf-

fet lunch prior to the speaker and the busi-
ness meeting.  The speaker will be Joe 
Flannery who will present a history of 
Downtown Lawrence.  There will be a silent 
auction.  RSVP’s should be sent to Carrie 
Lindsey. 
Budget Committee:  The Budget Com-
mittee included Gary Hale, Milton Scott, 
Carolyn Coleman, and Carrie Lindsey.  
The board reviewed the report to be distrib-

uted at the Annual meeting.  Several minor clarifica-
tions were suggested. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Voter Mailing List:  Carrie announced that Patrick 
Wilbur would be updating the Voter Mailing List, 
adding newly elected officials and deleting some who 
are no longer serving. 
State Convention:  The LWVKS will hold its con-
vention in Great Bend on May 2.  Lawrence has 8 vot-
ing delegates who should plan to drive to Great Bend 
on May 1 and spend the night prior to the meeting.  
Kay, Gary and James 
are planning to attend 
and there are two empty 
seats in the car.  Money 
has been budgeted to 
pay registration, so if 
you are interested, con-
sider joining the Law-
rence contingent. 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
Observer Needed:  A vol-
unteer is needed for an inter-
esting new group:  Destina-
tion Management.  If you are 
interested, contact Aline 
Hoey. 
League Day at the 
Capital:  League Day was 
announced as Thursday, 
March 19, 2009, at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Topeka. Guest speakers will 
be April Holman (Kansas Action for Children) and 
Nancy Jackson (Climate and Energy Project, Salina 
Land Institute).   
Next Meeting: The board will meet next on April 9, 
2009, at Lawrence High School Library, 7 pm. 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 
pm. - Marjorie Cole

The Land Use Committee (LUC) met on Saturday 
evening, March 21, at the Merc to discuss the Plan-
ning Commission (PC) March 23rd and 25th Agenda 
items, and other issues.  There were four county 
items--two CUPs for dirt sales, a CUP for truck stor-
age, and a CUP for a reception hall near Big Springs; 
a variance request to reduce required right-of-way for 
a Minor Subdivision fronting on Barker; a rezoning to 
CS (strip commercial) to allow a house used as a six-
plex on New Hampshire to be demolished and incor-
porated into the Dillons' rear parking lot.  Also there 
was a request for a minor modification of the West of 
K-10 Plan from high density to medium density for a 
small area in the southeast corner of the plan near 

Lake Alvamar; and a request for a 
time extension on two plats of the 
Mercato Addition due to expire, 
the delay of which had been caused 
by litigation over a benefit district 
for the intersection of 6th and 
George Williams Way. Outcome: 
All of the requests were granted, 
some with limiting conditions. 
In non-development items, the 
Gateways and Boulevards Com-

mittee of the Planning Commission 
was suspended indefinitely, but not 
permanently; and the pending Envi-
ronmentally Sensitive Areas Text 
Amendment, which had been re-
turned to the PC last month by the 
City Commission with comments, 
was resubmitted to the PC for revi-
sions and public input, to be re-
heard at the May PC meeting.  
No letters were sent by the Land 
Use Committee. However, Carrie Lindsey, represent-
ing LUC, testified at the Wednesday PC meeting on 
the need both for the Gateways and Boulevards Com-
mittee to continue and for public input on the Environ-
mentally Sensitive Areas text amendment.  At the 
Public Comment item, she also testified on the need 
for public testimony on site plans, which now are ad-
ministratively approved and have inadequate notice 
for the brief period allowing for appeal to the City 
Commission.  We had sent a letter to the PC on this 
issue last month. 
The next Land Use Committee meeting will be April 
18 at 7:00 PM at the Merc community meeting room.

The Voter Education Coalition, of which the 
LWVLDC is a founding partner, sponsored four can-
didate forums this spring to introduce candidates for 
city commission and school board races to Lawrence 
residents.  One of the forums was taped by Sunflower 
Cablevision and can be viewed by accessing the on-
demand feature available through 
Sunflower Cablevision.  The taped 
forums can also be viewed online 
through the Lawrence Journal World 
website.   Thanks to League mem-
bers James Dunn and Lee Ann Du-
vers for representing the League 
board on this important county -
wide coalition.
 - Diane Oakes Co-Chair, VEC
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The Land Use Committee (LUC) was able to meet 
consistently at the Merc Community Room on each 
Saturday preceding the scheduled meetings of the 
Planning Commission (PC). The PC agenda packets 
are posted on-line at the Planning Office web site, but 
sometimes items are posted late, and because we 
need at least 24 hours to study them, Saturdays is 
the most convenient time to meet.  At our meetings 
we decide whether any of the items or other issues re-
quire action--a letter and/or testimony.  All of our ac-
tions are guided by our local, state or national League 
positions on land use and are generally addressed to 
the PC, but occasionally we also include the City and 
County Commissions. 
From January, 2008 to March, 2009 we sent approxi-
mately 38 letters, most to the Planning 
Commission, with about three to the City 
Commission. Some examples of issues in-
cluded new zoning districts and one new 
City Code chapter--the SmartCode, Chap-
ter 21.  Some staff interpretations we be-
lieved challenged the integrity of our plan-
ning laws such as “conditioning zoning.” 
Some proposed changes to Horizon 2020, we 
believed would undermine the original pur-
poses of this comprehensive plan and promote rural 
sprawl. 
Some issues on which we took action.
      1.  “Conditioning zoning” in conventional zoning 
districts (standard zoning) has been recommended by 
staff to the PC on several occasions.  This is a situa-
tion where a needed zoning district permits a use or 
uses considered unsuitable for a certain location, so 

the staff has recommended 
eliminating the use or uses 
from the zoning district on the 
one subject site.  This ap-
proach creates a new zoning 
district exclusive to this one 
location without the proper 
process of creating the new 
district by amending the zon-
ing code and zoning map.  It is 
contrary to our State Planning 

Law, makes our zoning dis-
tricts unpredictable, and since 
it favors a single individual 
property, is arbitrary.  We have 
asked that the PC and the City 
Commission adopt the needed 
districts through the proper 
process rather than continue 
this practice whenever they 
have suggested this as a solu-
tion to a zoning problem.
      2.  Mixed Use, a new zoning district.  This new 
district allows a combination of small businesses and 
residential uses in the same buildings in a new con-
ventional zoning district which also is supposed to be 
designed to encourage pedestrian and public transit 
use.  Our main criticisms have been that those sup-
porting features to the district, such as immediate ac-
cess to public transit and open space, should be man-

datory but are, instead, only “encouraged.”  
We also believe that the acceptable loca-
tions for the district are too open-ended, and 
the uncertain language of the district is go-
ing to make it hard to interpret.
      3.  The SmartCode, a new Chapter 21 in 
our City Code, is a development code un-
dergoing final adoption similar and related 
to the Lawrence Land Development Code 
(LDC) but written as mainly form-based 

standards rather than the use-based standards of the 
LDC.  The main objection that we and others have 
had is that there will be comparatively little public in-
put into the adoption process of a SmartCode devel-
opment, and the regulations give the staff open-ended, 
autonomous authority in approving plans, and there is 
no public oversight in newly developing (greenfield) 
areas.  Our other concerns have been with the need for 
conformance to the conventional platting process, in-
cluding recordation, dedication of land for public 
streets and other infrastructure, and requirements for 
public improvements, lacks that occurred in the origi-
nal versions, but now seem to have been corrected.
      4.  Protection of Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
text amendment, new Section 20-1109 of the LDC, 
has been undergoing review and revision most of last 
year and will be going before the PC again in May.  
This was triggered by a development known as the 
“Links,” an eighth-of-a-section-sized apartment/golf-
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course complex located west of Queens 
Road and north of 6th.  The original area 
was heavily wooded with a major stream 
running through a steep gully near the cen-
ter of the tract, which will have to be filled 
and most of the vegetation removed in or-
der to conform to the Links development 
plan.  The interpretation of the LDC by 
staff was that only ten-percent of the devel-
opment needed to be preserved as natural 
area in a Planned Development.  Because this was 
contrary to language in the LDC, as we and others 
read it, this led to the initiation of a review of the en-
vironmental section of the Code and the current pro-
posed revisions. We have reviewed this text amend-
ment throughout the process, and find it, even in its 
current version, still full of loopholes and ineffective 
standards.  Until a new version can be adopted, we 
have asked for a temporary method to prevent scalp-
ing of land in the interim, such as requiring a 
development permit, but with no success.
      5.  Chapter 7 of Horizon 2020, Industrial 
and Employment Related Land Use, was al-
most adopted several years ago but at the 
last minute was stopped by a developer 
wanting rezoning for industrial land use in the 
northwest portion of the Lawrence Urban 
Growth Area north of the Farmers' Turnpike. 
This request also precipitated the develop-
ment of two area plans--the K-10 and North of Farm-
ers' Turnpike Plan and the West of K-10 Plan both of 
which together encompass the growth areas to the 
northwest and west of Lawrence. We sent several let-
ters on these plans.  Horizon 2020, Chapter 7, itself, in 
its new version eliminated some of the important pro-
visions that had directed industrial growth to urban 
areas so that infrastructure costs would be less and 
the location would not induce sprawl in the Rural 
Area.  We objected to the new version because, 
among other reasons, the new wording 
opens the county to almost random loca-
tion of industrial and employment-related 
land use, which in turn, will induce county 
residential sprawl. 
      6.  Administrative approval of site 
plans.  Our recent letter and public testi-
mony early this year appealed to the PC to 
provide for transparency and public input 

in the site plan approval process because 
the LDC had been written to allow site plan 
administrative (staff) approval only. Our 
League letter also expressed the problem in 
general terms as the need for “open and ac-
cessible government.” 
In terms of outcomes, we can cite little suc-
cess, but we keep trying.

Dear League Members,
Passage of comprehensive health care reform is a ma-
jor priority for the League of Women Voters of the 
United States in the 111th Congress, and we look for-
ward to working with Leagues to pass meaningful 
health care reform. For the next few weeks, the 
LWVUS Lobby Corps will be lobbying all 100 Senate 

offices in support of comprehensive health 
care reform legislation. We have also sent out 
an action alert in support of the President’s 
budget, which contains essential funding for 
health care reform.
The LWV is urging Senators to draft legisla-
tion that guarantees quality, affordable 
health care to all U.S. residents, including the 
prevention of disease, health promotion and 
education, primary, acute and long-term 

care, mental health care, and prescription drug cover-
age as well as allow for pre-existing conditions; estab-
lishes a system-wide program to coordinate informa-
tion, establishes best practices and provides consum-
ers the information they need to protect themselves 
and their families; and provides effective cost controls, 
equitable distribution of services and allows for effi-
cient and economical delivery of care.
The League is working closely with our allies on Capi-
tol Hill and coalition partners to set and implement 
legislative strategies that will ensure that we achieve 

the key goals of the LWVUS health care 
position. We need to carefully consider our 
options and what makes the most sense 
over the near and long term. This is the 
first opportunity to pass meaningful health 
care reform in a very long time, and we 
want to be sure we are considering all op-
tions and following the best course.                   

Yours in League, Mary.
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Add Your Poetry to Our Prose - Join the League!
Joining at the local level automatically makes you a member of the State and National Leagues.  Dues for 
LWV Lawrence-Douglas County are $50 for a single membership and $75 for a household membership (two 
members sharing one mailing address).  Dues are used to cover our per-member-payments to LWV-Kansas 
and LWV-US.  Money we raise ourselves covers all local expenses.  The League year begins April 1 and 
ends March 31.  The date listed above your name on the address label on your VOTER is the date through 
which your dues have been paid.

PLEASE FILL IN THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO:
Membership Chair, LWV L-DC, P.O. Box 1072, Lawrence KS 66044

✁-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE PRINT

Date _______________ Joining Renewing through March 31, 2009

Individual Membership ($50) Household Membership ($75)

Student Membership ($20) - University student enrolled full or part time in an accredited institution 

      Student membership includes email-only newsletter, please give an email address.

I have enclosed a contribution of $ __________ to help sponsor a League membership.

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________  Email ____________________________________________

Would you like to be added to the LWV l-DC email listserv? Yes No

Would you prefer your VOTER printed and mailed, or emailed as a PDF file? Printed    PDF

6

12

National Poetry Month
Name the Poets!

Match the picture of the famous poet with his or her name.  Hint: all these poets 
but two wrote in English.  Answers will be published in the June VOTER..

Cyrano de Bergerac Ben Jonson
Robert Burns Emma Lazarus
William Cullen Bryant Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
George Gordon, Lord Byron Edgar Allan Poe
Stephen Crane James Whitcomb Riley Phyllis Wheatley
Emily Dickinson William Shakespeare Walt Whitman
Paul Laurence Dunbar Percy Bysshe Shelley John Greenleaf Whittier
Ralph Waldo Emerson Alfred, Lord Tennyson Ella Wheeler Wilcox
Philip Morin Freneau Voltaire William Wordsworth
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